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Collective Worship 

 
‘To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to 
feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the 
beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God and to devote 
the will to the purpose of God’. 
 William Temple (1881 – 1944) 

 
A daily act of worship for all our pupils 
 
The legal requirement for Church schools ensures that every child in the school is 
entitled to an opportunity for daily worship. 
The Staff and Governors of The Priory Church of England Primary School, in 
accordance with our Trust Deed and with the statutory requirements, place 
Collective Worship at the centre of the school’s daily life.  It is a time when we come 
together to share Christian values and experiences of our everyday lives, to develop 
the spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding of our pupils. 
Worship is organised on a whole school basis and is led by different members of the 
teaching staff, a range of visiting church ministers, outside speakers and also the 
pupils in school. This enables us to provide an exciting and varied approach towards 
our Collective Worship and greatly enhances the school’s Christian character. 
The whole school attends The Priory Church at least twice each term to worship and 
to reinforce our Church foundation. 
 
Rights of Withdrawal 
 
Staff in Voluntary Aided schools do not have the right of withdrawal, whatever their 
own religious stance, and are expected to be sympathetic to the Christian faith. 
Pupils, by parental request or consent, may exercise the right of withdrawal. 
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Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Collective Worship is the responsibility of the Governing body in consultation with the 
Head Teacher and the Priest-in-Charge. 
 
Aims  
 

 To provide opportunities for creative silence and reflection to which all may 
contribute and from which all may gain 

 To produce an environment conducive to worship God through all the senses 
using the Bible story, prayer, music and the arts. 

 To give opportunity for pupils to share what is meaningful and significant to 
them, both in loss, suffering and sadness, and also in the celebration of all 
that is good and lovely in their lives. 

 To increase an awareness of the Christian faith, and to encourage the 
practice of Christian values within the school community and beyond. 

 To reflect the Anglican tradition in worship whilst showing openness to other 
faith approaches. 

 To provide necessary resources for Collective Worship. 
 
Organisation of Worship 
 
The weekly Collective Worship timetable is organised as follows: 
Themes for the year 2016 -17 are taken from the Roots and Fruits scheme for 
Collective worship. The  6 areas of focus  for worship are Thankfulness, Trust, 
Courage, Respect, Forgiveness and Friendship. 
  

 

Main focus of worship 

Worship led by: 

Monday 

Worship following the chosen focus 
for the half term using Roots and 
Fruits  

 Head teacher 

Tuesday 

Worship following the chosen focus 
for the half term using Roots and 
Fruits 

Father Charles or Father Richard 
from The Priory Church 

Wednesday Worship following the chosen focus 
for the half term using Roots and 
Fruits 

School staff rota 

Thursday 
 
  

Key stage worship   Visiting speaker / Staff member 
or pupils. 

Friday  Celebration assembly 
 

Assistant  Head teacher 
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Worship is planned to include these four areas 

 

Gathering Making special and significant this part of the day through appropriate      
symbol and ceremony 

 

Engaging Using the best available techniques to stimulate interest in the content 

 

Responding Ensuring there is time and opportunity for individual, group reflection 
and thought, so those attending can respond in a variety of ways 

 

Sending Summarising the worship in a meaningful short message used to 
create an opportunity for those attending to implement the ideas 
covered and to conclude the worship 

 
Worship at The Priory School 
 
As worship: 

 creates a time and space where we can come closer to God and God can 
come closer to us 

 Is  distinctively Christian 

 Uses and promotes the clearly identified core Christian values of the school 

 Has integrity as acts of Anglican worship whilst being invitational, inclusive 
and inspirational 

 Is  based on Biblical text or themes 

 Enables participants to develop an understanding of Jesus Christ and a 
Christian understanding of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 Is  central in importance to the life of our school community, which is part of a 
wider community that embraces the whole world 

 Reflects on human existence 

 Uses the seasons and festivals of the Christian year 

 Develops understanding of Anglican traditions and the practice of the local 
parish church 
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For people: 

 Develops personal spirituality within the school community through a range of 
experiences including individual and collective prayer 

 Engages pupils and adults with collective worship, making it relevant and 
transformational to the lives of members of the whole school community 

 Celebrates the God given gifts and talents of individuals and the whole school 
community 

 Make a significant contribution to the overall spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of members of the school community 

 Considers the beliefs and values of others, especially those within the school 
community 

 Raises aspirations of individuals and the school community 

 
To comply: 

 Reflects the trust deed 

 Is clearly outlined in the school prospectus and documentation 

 Involves learners and adults in planning, leading and evaluating Collective 
worship 

 Is  monitored and evaluated for the impact it has on the school community by 
foundation governors 

 
 
Provision for Monitoring and Review 
 
The Worship Policy is reviewed regularly by the Governors and teaching staff. 
The monitoring of worship is carried out on a regular basis. The Foundation 
Governors have a key role in this process to ensure that the legal requirements are 
met and that the worship offered to the pupils is of the highest quality. 
 
Some strategies used for assessing the outcomes of Collective worship include: 

 observation of children’s reaction and participation during worship. 

 feedback from children in class - written or verbal. 

 parents' comments. 

 Observation and monitoring b  by Foundation Governors 
 
 

Church / School  
The Church regularly prays for the school during at the Sung Eucharist. 
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 

QUESTIONS FOR THE STAFF AND GOVERNING BODY 

 
 
Is there a clear policy document for Collective Worship?  
 
Does the school policy relate to the school’s Ethos and /or  
Mission Statement?  
 
Is the policy for Collective Worship being followed?  
 
How is the worship organised?  
 
Does the school have a named person responsible for  
Collective Worship alongside the Head Teacher?  
 
Is there a governor with responsibility for Collective Worship?  
 
Does the school prospectus clearly reflect the legal  
position of Collective Worship?  
 
 Does the school prospectus refer to the school’s Trust Deed?  
 
Does the prospectus and other school documentation  
reflect the value that the school and the governing body  
place on Collective Worship?  
 
Is the Collective Worship clearly planned?  
 
Is there a budget set aside for Collective Worship?  
 
Is the worship professionally resourced?  
 
Have the staff received in-service training on Collective  
Worship?  
 
Does the Collective Worship offered in the school  
underpin the school’s Christian ethos?  
 
Is the Collective Worship provided underpinned  
by Christian values?  
 
Is the Collective Worship regularly monitored and evaluated?  
 
Does the worship take place in a variety of groupings?  
 
Are the staff present for Collective Worship?  
 
Are the support staff present for Collective Worship?  
 
Are there opportunities for governors and parents  
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to be present for worship?  
 
Are there opportunities for individual class worship  
within the classrooms?  
 
Does the pattern of worship reflect the broad spectrum  
of the Anglican tradition and Christian heritage?   
 
Does the worship allow the pupils to encounter some  
of the wide range of art, music and artefacts within the  
Christian tradition?  
 
Does the quality and provision of Collective Worship  
offer opportunities for pupils’ spiritual development?  
 
Does the worship offer opportunities for pupils’ cultural  
and multi- cultural development?  
 
Does the worship give opportunities for the pupils  
to explore the worldwide Christian Church?  
 
Does the worship provide pupils with an opportunity  
to worship God?  
 
Does the worship take place in an environment conducive to worship?  
Does the worship offer pupils opportunities to encounter  
the more challenging experiences of life and death?  
 
Does the worship provide opportunities for the pupils to share  
and reflect upon things that are significant and meaningful to them?  
 
 
Does the worship provide experiences that are relevant  
to the pupils’ ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds?  
 
Does the worship give time for silent reflection and an  
exploration of inner space?   
 
Does the worship link into other areas of the school curriculum  
eg. PSHE and circle time?  
 
Do the classrooms have a ‘sacred space’ or a table set aside  
with a cloth and a candle as a vehicle for prayer and reflection?  
 
Have the school considered other vehicles for prayer and  
reflection eg an anonymous prayer box?  
 
Are pupils, governors, clergy or other visitors involved in  
leading Collective Worship?  
 
Does the governing body provide guidance for visitors  
who lead worship?  
 
Does the school celebrate the Eucharist?  
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Has the governing body discussed the possibility of a  
school Eucharist?  
 
Are there regular acts of worship for staff, including a Eucharist?  
 
Does the school have any links with other Christian denominations?  
 
Does the school have links with other faith communities?  
 
Is provision made for the spiritual development of those  
pupils from other faiths?  
 
Does the worship celebrate all that is good and express  
thankfulness and joy at simply being alive?  
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP PLAN 
 

DATE: 
 

THEME: 

GROUP: Whole School Class Year Other 

Introducation 
music 

 
 
 
 
 

Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 

Story or Talk  
 
 
 
 

Visual Focus  
 
 
 
 

Children’s Activity  
 
 
 
 

Prayer/Reflection  
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn  
 
 
 
 

Ending Music  
 
 
 
 

Evaluation Assessment: 1 Outstanding 
  2 Good 
  3 Satisfactory 
  4 Inadequate 
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JUDGEMENT GRADES FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

 
Outstanding 
 

 Worship appears as an area for development and refinement on the school’s 
documentation 

 Full use is made of the breadth of Anglican material in worship eg. Psalms, 
canticles, collects etc 

 Art / artefacts used are of a high quality and reflect the broad spectrum of the 
Christian /Anglican tradition 

 Expectations of behaviour are very high 

 The leader’s expectations are very high 

 The theme is thought provoking and challenges the pupils’ thinking 

 There is a clear focus for prayer and worship 

 The worship is inspirational 

 The worship provides every opportunity for pupils’ spiritual, social, moral and 
cultural development 

 The leader shows expert knowledge of the subject 

 A clear atmosphere conducive to worship and reflection is attained throughout 

 Older pupils plan, organise and deliver the worship 

 All pupils are engrossed in the worship 

 The relationships reflect mutual respect 

 Pupils show a high level of respect for other peoples beliefs and cultures  

 Pupils are positive about the worship provided by the school 

 The pupils are active participants in the worship 

 Pupils’ singing / music is of a high standard and does not detract from the 
worship 

 There is effective use of music on entering and leaving 

 Visitors are an integral part of the worship with high standards and expectations 

 Pupils know, understand and can talk with confidence about the churches year, 
key Christian festivals ,symbols and artefacts 

 Pupils from other faith backgrounds are fully integrated within the community and 
their spiritual development is catered for. 

 Pupils have a clear knowledge and understanding of key aspects of the Anglican 
tradition  

 The school has its own prayer that pupils know and understand 

 Pupils know and are able to recite other key prayers eg ‘The Grace’ 

 Pupils are able to talk about  the churches year and key Christian festivals 

 Pupils are aware of the key Christian values and concepts eg love, compassion, 
justice and forgiveness  

 Staff, governors / parents and other members of the community are given the 
opportunity to attend worship on a regular basis eg. members of the PCC  

 Supply staff are fully briefed on the importance of worship in the life of the school 

 Worship is rigorously monitored and evaluated by staff, pupils and governors 

 The school has regular and positive links with the local church 

 Clear links are made between the worship in the school and the worship in the 
parish eg. A purple table cloth is used for Lent 

 The school has formed a ‘worship’ group to develop the worship 
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Good  
 

 Worship is given a high priority within the school 

 Worship is still regarded as an area for improvement in the school’s planning 
documents 

 All staff are present and take part as worshippers  

 Teaching staff lead individual class worship  

 The themes for worship are balanced throughout the year and reflect the broad 
spectrum of the Anglican tradition 

 The worship is underpinned by key Christian values 

 The atmosphere is relaxed and secure  

 The school observes the cycle of the Christian year 

 The theme is well developed 

 The leader contributes to the atmosphere with language / speech 

 A visual focus is used for prayer and reflection 

 The churches year and key Christian festivals are reflected in the worship 

 Christian responses are used 

 There are links with other curriculum areas eg Poetry 

 Christianity is shown as a world wide tradition 

 Pupils and staff use the correct terminology for artefacts used 

 Pupils are given every opportunity to reflect and pray 

 Pupils are given opportunities to reflect on things that are meaningful and significant 

 Pupils are given opportunities to participate 

 Pupils and staff use the term ‘Collective Worship’  

 Pupils respond appropriately to issues and themes 

 Pupils know and understand the point in the churches year 

 Most pupils are able to recite the Lord’s Prayer 

 Pupils are encouraged to consider the wider world community 

 Pupils from other faith backgrounds are able to contribute to the worship 

 The worship values the pupils and celebrates their achievement 

 The school has its own prayer 

 The music/ hymns are related to the theme and contribute to the atmosphere 

 Overhead projectors / power-point if used  enhance the worship and the atmosphere 

 There is a high level of interest from most pupils 

 The occasion has affirmed the Christian values for which the school stands 

 The concepts used are appropriate for the pupils present 

 Visitors are introduced properly and contribute to the atmosphere 

 Appropriate stories / Bible stories are used to enhance the theme 

 Links are made to the school’s charity work 

 The timing enhances the worship 

 Individual classes have a visual focus for prayer and reflection   

 Teaching staff have attended in-service training on worship 

 The worship is monitored by staff and pupils 
 
Satisfactory / Adequate 
 

 The legal requirements for Collective Worship are met 

 There is an updated policy for Collective Worship 

 There is a budget set aside for Worship 

 Worship appears on the SIP alongside other areas of the curriculum  

 Staff are aware of the Anglican foundation of the school 

 Worship underpins the school’s distinctive Christian ethos 
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 Teaching staff are present and take part as worshippers  

 The purpose of the worship is clear to all present 

 Worship is a special time and is integral to the school day 

 The worship is clearly planned 

 There is a clear theme 

 The school observes the major festivals of the Christian year  

 The school makes a clear distinction between worship and assembly 

 There is a sense of order on entering and leaving 

 An atmosphere for worship is created 

 Introductory music / hymns create a worshipful atmosphere 

 The worship contributes to the pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 Visual aids are used to engage the pupils 

 Opportunities are given for silence and reflection 

 There is a sense of integrity for all present  

 Hymns / songs are appropriate to those present 

 The worship is inclusive to all pupils 

 There is a balance between music, silence and speech 

 The worship takes account of the ages, aptitude and backgrounds of the pupils 

 The worship reflects Christian values 

 The majority of pupils are engaged with the theme 

 The worship underpins the school’s Christian ethos 

 The timing of the worship is appropriate for the pupils 

 Relationships are constructive 

 The language used is accessible to the pupils 

 The leader’s subject knowledge is accurate 

 Pupils’ understanding / learning is satisfactory 

 Pupils show an enjoyment of the worship 

 Pupils are able to talk about the worship with interest 

 Older pupils are motivated by the theme chosen 

 Pupils are able to engage with the ‘Lord’s Prayer’,  and the key Christian festivals 

 Hymns and settings used are appropriate for the pupils 

 Hymns used are both modern and traditional 

 Singing and pupils’ musical contributions are of an appropriate standard for the 
pupils’ ability 

 Pupils from other faith background are made to feel welcome 

 Worship is not offensive to pupils whose faith is not Christian 

 All pupils attend daily worship unless parents have used their right of withdrawal. 

 Visitors are on time and prepared 

 It is clear that the worship policy is being implemented 

 Some monitoring and evaluation takes place 

 Parents are clear about the Collective Worship provided by the school 
 
Unsatisfactory / Not Adequate 
 

 The school is not meeting legal requirements for worship 

 Staff and senior management are apathetic towards worship 

 The management and organisation of the worship is disorganised 

 There is no clear planning for worship 

 No budget is available to support the worship 

 Teaching staff do not attend the worship 

 Staff are unclear about the difference between assembly and worship 

 No atmosphere conducive to worship is provided 
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 The leader is unprepared 

 The leader does not contribute to the atmosphere with language / speech 

 Visitors do not relate well to the pupils and are unclear about their role 

 There is no clear theme or purpose to the worship 

 The pupils arrive in a noisy and uncontrolled manner 

 Behaviour during the worship is inappropriate 

 The timing of the worship is inappropriate 

 The worship fails to provide a beneficial experience for the pupils 

 The worship does not underpin the Christian ethos of the school 

 The music/ story/ prayers etc are uncoordinated 

 There is an inappropriate use of Bible or other stories 

 There is a lack of respect for staff / pupils 

 Pupils are not enthusiastic about worship 

 Pupils have no idea of the churches year, key Christian festivals, or the purpose of 
worship 

 Social inclusion is not promoted 

 No attempt is made to welcome parents into the school for worship 

 No in-service training has taken place recently 

 No monitoring or evaluation of worship is taking place 

 No links are made with the school’s Anglican heritage 

 No links are made with the local parish church 

 Parents are ill informed about the worship taking place in the school 
 
NB. These grades build on each other. They are guidance for inspectors. It is not expected 
that schools will meet all of the criteria in a category.  Inspectors should use their own 
judgements as to where there is a comfortable fit. 
                                              

JUDGEMENT GRADES FOR OBSERVING A EUCHARIST 
Outstanding 
 

 The Eucharist is conducted with sacred precision and clarity 

 The Eucharist is conducted in an atmosphere of holiness 

 The president’s clarity and precision helps to focus the pupils’ to the sense of god’s 
presence 

 There is an interaction taking place with the pupils 

 Pupils act as sides-people and welcome others to the service 

 Pupils have produced the order of service with appropriate visual symbols, hymns 
etc. 

 The offertory includes something from the life of the school eg. Pupils bake the bread 
or offer a box containing prayers  

 Pupils are encouraged to write original prayers and intercessions 

 Pupils are encouraged to write special prayers eg. The Gospel Acclamation, The 
Post Communion Prayer 

 Pupils help create the atmosphere for worship with music on entry / leaving 

 Pupils’ contributions are of a high standard 

 The address is thought-provoking and challenges the pupils’ thinking 

 Staff join with pupils in reading passages from scripture and the intercessions 

 Pupils talk enthusiastically about their experience 

 Pupils have a clear understanding of the sacrament as a ritual of the Christian 
Community celebrating God’s love in action 

 Pupils know and understand the term ‘ companionship’ 

 Pupils know and understand the structure of the service 
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 Older pupils know and understand key elements of Eucharistic worship eg the Kyrie, 
Gloria, Creed, General Confession and The Great Thanksgiving 

 The majority of pupils are engrossed throughout 

 Older pupils have an understanding of the term ‘liturgy’  

 Where appropriate, pupils are able to join in the key prayers and responses eg. The 
Creed 

 Pupils have an understanding of the four-fold action of ‘taking, giving thanks, 
breaking and sharing’ 

 Pupils have an understanding of the ways in which different denominations celebrate 
the Eucharist 

 Pupils have an understanding of the symbolism and artefacts used 

 If used, the pupils have an understanding of the vestments worn 

 All members of the school community  / parents / governors are invited to take part 

 Other members of the local Christian community are invited to take part 
 

Good 

 

 There is appropriate language used to engage the pupils and encourage pupil 
understanding 

 Pupils understand the Eucharist as a sacrament 

 The pace of delivery is engaging 

 The service has a clear spiritual direction 

 The timing of each component part of the liturgy is balanced and enhances the 
worship  

 A sense of awe, wonder and mystery is created 

 There is a balance between congregational activity and passivity 

 The president is well presented and sets an example to the pupils 

 There is a clear sense of order throughout 

 The president has clear presentational skills 

 Pupils are included in the service and are invited to contribute 

 Pupils write and read the intercessions 

 Pupils read set readings from scripture 

 Pupils take part in the offertory 

 Staff are present and understand the significance of a Eucharist for the Christian 
Church 

 Pupils from other faith communities are invited to join in the intercessions if 
appropriate 

 Pupils write and read the intercessions 

 Hymns and settings enhance the service 

 Hymns and prayers are accessible to pupils from other faith backgrounds 

 Younger pupils are encouraged to design / make the altar frontal, stole etc. 

 The majority of the pupils are engaged throughout 

 Those present are enabled to feel at ease and comfortable eg.There is a balance 
between the length of time those present have to stand, sit or kneel 

 The address is of appropriate content and length to engage the pupils 

 Pupils are able to join in the choice of hymns and settings 

 Pupils know and understand the Lord’s Prayer 

 The opportunities given for silence and reflection are appropriate and meaningful 

 Pupils and staff are able to use the correct terms and language for the artefacts used 

 Pupils can talk about their experience with interest, knowledge and understanding 

 Pupils have a knowledge and understanding of the artefacts used 

 Pupils understand that the Eucharist is linked to the Passover / Last Supper 
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 Pupils understand that bread and wine are key elements and symbols of the 
presence of Christ 

 Pupils have a knowledge and understanding of the key components of a Eucharist 
eg. The Collect, Epistle and Gospel 

 Pupils understand the relevance of the Peace 

 Parents and support staff are invited to join in the Eucharist  
 

Satisfactory / Adequate 
 

 Pupils are given the opportunity to observe a Eucharist in the school or in a Church 

 The president is able to engage with those present 

 The president ensures that the pupils are made to feel part of the worshipping 
community 

 The service has a clear beginning and conclusion 

 The president’s dress is appropriate and shows a respect for the sacrament and 
those present  

 An atmosphere for worship is created 

 There is a clarity of presentation  

 An appropriate setting is used 

 All of the key components for a Eucharist are present 

 There is the right balance between the elements of word, prayer and praise 

 There is a sense of pace and movement  

  Pupils are prepared for what is taking place and what they are observing 

 Pupils show an interest in what they are observing 

 Pupils’ behaviour expresses a respect for the Eucharist as a sacrament 

 An address if given, is appropriate for the age of the pupils present 

 Staff are present and receive a blessing or the sacrament if appropriate 

 Pupils are able to receive the sacrament or a blessing if appropriate 

 The president relates well to those present. 

 Those pupils from other faiths are well prepared as observers 

 Pupils can talk with some understanding about what they have observed and 
experienced 

 
 Unsatisfactory / Not Adequate 

 

 The service is not regarded as special or central to the Christian Church 

 The pupils are and staff are ill prepared for the experience of Eucharist 

 Neither staff nor pupils have an understanding of the Eucharist as an act of Christian 
worship  

 Pupils’ behaviour is inappropriate. There is a high level of giggling and talking 

 Pupils and staff are not made to feel welcome 

 The president is ill prepared 

 The president’s appearance does not set an example to the pupils 

 The president is unable to communicate with pace, pitch, language used 

 The address, if given, is inappropriate and takes no account of those present 

 The presentation is sloppy and does not show respect for the sacrament or for those 
present 

 The hymns and settings used do not enhance the atmosphere for worship 

 Staff present do not understand the significance of Eucharist for Christians 

 Pupils from other faith backgrounds are not prepared for this experience 

 Pupils from other faiths are expected to join in and repeat inappropriate and offensive 
prayers and hymns 
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 The key elements of a Eucharist are not all present 

 The timing is either too fast or too slow 
 
Lilian Weatherley    26th May 2004  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP OBSERVATION FORM 
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School Leader: HT/Staff/Pupils/Incumbent/Other 
Grouping: Whole School/Key Stage/Group/Class 

Theme Context 
 

Prompts 
 
Leadership           

Integral         
Integral to life      
of school                    
 
Spiritual                 
Dimension 
 
Integrity /  
Inclusion                
 
Atmosphere 
Created 
 
Balance of  
Music/sound 
Speech/silenc
e 
 
Pupil  
attitudes 
 
 
Pupil involve- 
ment 
 
Anglican insight 
 
The Christian 
community in  
action 
 
Discussion 
with  pupils 
 
 
OVERALL 
GRADE 
 
1 =   Outstanding 
2 =   Good 
3 =   Satisfactory 
4 =   Inadequate 

Evidence 
 
   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


