
1 

 

  

National Society Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools Report 

The Priory Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School 
Wick Lane 
Christchurch 
Dorset 
BH23 1HX 

Diocese:    Winchester 
Local authority:   Dorset 
Dates of inspection:   18 June 2013 
Date of last inspection:  29 April 2008 
School’s unique reference number: 113847 
Headteacher:    Miss Claire King 
Inspector’s name and number: Mr Chris Williamson 290 
 

School context 
The Priory Church of England Primary School has 224 children on roll. It is a popular, 
oversubscribed Church school and children attend mainly from the Christchurch parish. 16% 
of the children have Special Educational Needs which is below average, 9% of the children 
are from ethnic minority groups and 6% are entitled to Free School Meals. The school has 
experienced a high level of staff turbulence during the last three years which has affected the 
school significantly but the school is now addressing these issues. A new and welcoming 
front foyer, which displays the school’s Christian status clearly, has been built since the last 
inspection. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of The Priory Primary School as a 
Church of England school are good 

The distinctive Christian values which permeate the school make an important contribution to 
children’s development. The senior leadership team and governors are committed to raising 
standards and the school demonstrates good capacity to continue to improve. 

Established strengths 
• The distinctive Christian values which permeate the school. 
• The mutual care, love and respect demonstrated throughout the school. 
• The children’s behaviour. 
• The partnership with the local Christian churches, parents and wider community. 

Focus for development 
• To secure a stable staff team in order to continue to develop the Christian distinctiveness 

and effectiveness of the school as a church school. 
• To continue to develop systems of monitoring and evaluation in both religious education 

and collective worship. 
• To continue to develop systems for assessment in religious education which will enable 

children to be more independent with their learning. 

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the 
needs of all learners. 

The school has created an environment that is underpinned by the three core values of love, 
forgiveness and respect, chosen because of their centrality in Jesus’ teaching. The 
promotion of these values in collective worship and in the daily life of the school has a 
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positive impact on children’s academic achievement and personal development. In recent 
years the school has experienced a significant level of staff turbulence which has caused the 
rate of children’s progress to be inconsistent. However the school is working hard to 
overcome these issues and the quality of teaching has improved overall. Evidence indicates 
that children are likely to attain above the national average in this year’s Key Stage 2 tests. 
Vulnerable children make particularly good progress as a result of a variety of strategies and 
interventions specifically designed to promote children’s well being. The Christian ethos of 
the school has a significant impact on the wide variety of activities which support children’s 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. For example the school makes good use of 
prayer, meditation and reflection which encourage children to respond to contemporary 
issues and to make informed choices, based on the Christian values of the school. Children 
say they enjoy school. Positive relationships, based on the school’s three core values and on 
Christian teachings, are promoted throughout the school community and, generally, children 
behave well. Children demonstrate care and respect for each other, for example through the 
buddy system involving Year 6 and Year R children. Activities such as World Week and Arts 
Week have promoted children’s cultural understanding effectively and children respect the 
diversity and difference within other faith communities. Children have some understanding of 
Christianity as a multi-cultural world faith, for example by their day to day experience of 
South African families in the school. Religious education (RE) plays an important part in 
consolidating the school’s Christian ethos. Learning about Christianity in RE contributes to 
children’s understanding in collective worship and to their understanding of the school’s 
Christian values. Children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is enhanced 
through RE as well as through the rest of the curriculum, especially in PSHE and in the 
creative curriculum. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good. 
Collective worship is central to the life of the school. It always has a distinctively Christian 
focus. All members of the school community value collective worship. Children are keen to 
participate actively. In the collective worship observed the atmosphere was relaxed yet 
purposeful. A wide variety of presentational techniques were used to enable children of all 
ages to engage with and respond to worship. Children have a positive attitude to collective 
worship; they enjoy participating in prayers, hymns, responses and contributing their own 
ideas. Children also enjoy being asked to prepare information and present it in collective 
worship. Children are able to talk about the importance of collective worship in the life of the 
school as well as what it means to them. Learning from collective worship is reinforced in 
class teaching time. Collective worship is based on the Anglican liturgical year and its 
practices. Children have a good understanding of the key festivals in the Church’s year and 
these are celebrated jointly with the local church. Eucharist is celebrated in church in the 
leavers’ service and the school Easter and Nativity services. Collective worship enables 
children to develop a good understanding of Christianity and this is enhanced by the school’s 
strong links with the local Anglican and United Reform Churches, as well as through the 
contribution of RE. Children particularly enjoy the variety of visitors from local Christian 
churches to lead their collective worship. Children’s spiritual development is also enhanced 
by their regular visits to The Priory Church for worship. The weekly themes for collective 
worship often link to the school’s values and children can relate the Christian messages to 
their own lives. Collective worship has a positive impact on the attitudes and behaviour of all 
the members of the school community. Reflection, prayer and singing play an important part 
in developing children’s spirituality. Prayer is very important in the life of the school. Children 
participate in prayers both in collective worship and at other times in the school day. Children 
value the opportunities to write their own prayers, which are shared both in classrooms and 
in collective worship, and this has contributed both to their spiritual development and to their 
self esteem. Half termly planning for collective worship is led by the coordinator, in 
collaboration with staff and visiting worship leaders. Children particularly value opportunities 
to lead collective worship. Collective worship has been evaluated by governors, Key Stage 2 
children, staff and parents. These evaluations have led to improvements, for example 
increased participation by children. The school now needs to develop its monitoring and 
evaluation strategies further so that it can inform future planning and lead to continued 
improvement. 

The effectiveness of the religious education is good. 
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Overall standards in RE are at least in line with national expectations and sometimes higher. 
Children make satisfactory progress in RE however there are some inconsistencies in the 
progress of some groups of children. The quality of teaching has improved during this year 
and the school is continuing to work to ensure consistency of teaching throughout the school. 
Children’s knowledge of Christianity, other religions and the Bible is good. Some teaching of 
monotheistic faiths has been particularly effective this year. Recently there has been an 
increased emphasis placed on learning from religions; this now needs to be embedded 
throughout the school. RE makes a good contribution to the Christian values of the school 
and to children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. This year teachers have 
developed their ability to assess children’s work and to set learning targets in RE. Marking is 
continuing to improve, as a result of monitoring children’s work this year, and is now more 
focussed on learning objectives and success criteria. The school has correctly identified the 
need for children to be given the opportunity to reflect on and respond to marking so that 
learning can continue to improve and children can become more responsible for their own 
learning. The RE curriculum is based on the National Curriculum requirements and the core 
of the scheme is Christianity. Children benefit from RE being taught both as discrete lessons 
and as part of the creative curriculum when appropriate. A number of monitoring and 
evaluation procedures are used to identify strengths and areas for development. As a result 
the RE coordinator has provided guidance to teachers to ensure curriculum coverage, for 
example in learning from religion. Monitoring has also identified the need to ensure that 
assessment data is used to track children’s progress. The school rightly recognises the need 
to continue to develop its monitoring and evaluation of lessons in order to improve children’s 
learning further. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 
school is good. 

Christian values permeate the life of the school. The school’s three core values of love, 
forgiveness and respect are explicitly Christian and children understand their importance 
both in the life of the school and in their own lives. The school values each child and this 
ensures that children are happy and confident. All stakeholders have been involved in the 
development of the school’s distinctive Christian vision. This vision informs the daily life and 
work of the school and contributes to children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. Monitoring and evaluation of the school’s Christian character has led to 
improvements, for example setting up a parents’ prayer group and providing parents with 
information about the school’s RE curriculum. Effective monitoring and evaluation of the 
school by the senior leadership team is contributing to an overall improvement in 
achievement. Governors provide valuable support and are clearly focussed on raising 
standards throughout the school. Staff professional development has enhanced the Christian 
character of the school, for example in the development of the school’s Christian values and 
in children’s learning, particularly in RE. The RE coordinator has used her own professional 
development to support colleagues, for example helping staff to become more aware of how 
to teach RE and how to lead an act of worship. The school works well in preparing staff for 
future leadership roles in church schools. The school enjoys very effective partnerships with 
both the local parish church and other local Christian churches. For example children benefit 
from a variety of church leaders visiting to lead collective worship, giving support to the RE 
curriculum and providing a Confirmation class and Bible club. Church members help with 
children’s music and singing in school and the church building is used by the school for a 
number of school services. The school actively supports a number of charities both locally 
and globally. Members of the local community work with Year 6 children to make and 
distribute soup to needy people in Christchurch in collaboration with the food bank, which the 
school also supports. Children support the Child of Hope charity, chosen by the school 
council. The school enjoys the support of the wider local community, for example through 
assistance with school productions. 
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