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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 
Now the Spring term is well and truly under way, I’m 

beginning to appreciate what a special school we have.  My 

first beginning of term service last Friday at the Priory church 

was a very memorable occasion for me.  I was incredibly 

proud of how the children conducted themselves 

throughout.  It was my honour to announce Katie and 

Oliver as our new Head girl and Head boy as they are both 

such good ambassadors of our school values.  Our Spring 

prefect team are: Sophie, Freya, Olivia, Marcie, Maddi, Lily, Freddie, Zion, 

Erin. 

 

On Sunday it was my turn, as Father Charles welcomed me in a service of 

induction and Sue Bowen, from the Diocese Education Team, presented me 

with a Bible.  Thank you to all who were able to attend. 

 

We have been listening to your feedback following our whole school review 

and are in the process of writing a new rapid improvement plan.  Please keep 

sending your parent evaluations so the new plan can focus on the priorities 

identified by everyone. 

Rewarding the ‘Always’ Children 
 

Starting on Monday, we are beginning to roll-out one or two 

changes in regard to our behaviour policy.  We will continue 

to positively reinforce the Golden Rules, but as you know we 

have summarised them into 3 key words: Ready, respectful 

and safe.   

 

We will be on the look-out for our ‘always’ children.  These 

are children who always make the 

right choice and can always been 

seen doing the right thing.  These 

children and our ‘Golden Pot’ 

children will have the opportunity 

to select Golden Time ‘specials’ each 

week. 

 

We are also introducing a new 

consequences ladder so that we 

have a fair and consistent approach 

across the school.  A copy of our 

ladder can be found in the key 

information drop down on our 

webpage.  Be assured, we will share 

our revised policy as soon as it is 

finalised. 

Worship Theme 
 
Our value for the Spring term is 

perseverance.  I shared with the 

children another of my learning 

heroes called Derek Redmond.  In the 

1992 Barcelona Olympics he pulled 

up injured, even though he was one 

of the favourites for a medal.  Of 

course he didn’t win, but he kept 

going and eventually still finished the 

race.  The Bible says 

that life is like a 

race.  With Jesus as 

our coach, we can 

get to the finishing 

line. 

 

“Let us run with 

perseverance the 

race marked out for 

us, keeping our eyes 

fixed on Jesus…” 

Hebrews 12 v1-2 
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Promoting Sport and Daily Exercise 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have been awarded the School Games 

Gold mark for 2016/17 in recognition of all that has done to promote sport over 

the last 12 months.  We are very grateful to our PE Co-ordinator, Mrs Miller for 

all the extra work she does to support this. 
 

In fact, she led our staff meeting this week, alongside Dan Moody from the 

Christchurch Sports Partnership, to see how we can ensure our children get 

30minutes of daily exercise in school, as part of the National strategy to tackle 

childhood obesity.   
 

One of the new initiatives we are starting is the ‘Daily Mile’ scheme.  We have developed a course 

around the playground which is safe for the children of all ages and abilities to run, jog or walk.  At a 

suitable point during the day, the idea is to see how many laps they can run in 10-15mins.  Laps will be 

converted into miles and the whole class will see how far they can travel on our map of Great Britain. 

 

Please be aware that although the children will be given the opportunity to change 

into their trainers, they will be expected to do it in their school shoes if their trainers 

are not in school.  Please come and speak to your class teacher if you have any 

concerns about this.  See the following clip for more information www.youtube.com/

channel/UCd5s3Wt_pEw6tD3HuZojXJA.  This scheme has been endorsed by Dorset 

public health team. 

 

Adventure Playtrail 
 

We are delighted to announce that our 

adventure playtrail has passed all the safety tests 

and is now fully in use.  Our grateful thanks to 

the Friends of Priory School for funding this 

project. 

Smart Uniform 
 

Many people comment to me how smart our 

children look in their uniform.  I like the fact our 

children take a pride in their appearance.  In the 

light of our ‘Daily Mile’ initiative, can I take this 

opportunity to remind all parents that smart 

black school shoes (without high heels) are an 

important part of our uniform. Please also 

remember that children are not permitted to 

wear jewellery, except stud earrings which need 

to be removed before P.E.  Make up, including 

nail varnish, is not appropriate in school and 

should also not be worn.  

 

Thank you. 

Adverse Weather 
 

In the unlikely event that we have to close the 

school due to poor weather I will inform Dorset 

County Council and email parents on ParentMail.  

 

Dorset County Council’s Dorsetforyou website 

will be updated with a list of closed schools 

which will be displayed under ‘Winter 

Weather’ – closed services – closed schools.  

 

The decision to close the school is 

never an easy one to make but I 

always try to make the decision as 

early in the day as is possible….so 

more time for sledging! 

Christchurch Swimming 
Gala 

 
Yesterday our KS2 swimming team performed 

well at the Christchurch Swimming Gala, finishing 

in 2nd place overall.  Obviously the extra practice 

arranged after-school by Mrs Sibbald and Mr 

Swain paid off.  We are very grateful to our 

committed staff team, who give up their time to 

support these events in this way.  



  
Extra-Curricular Activities 

 
In the parent feedback forms, many of you 

commented on how much you value enrichment 

activities, which promote creativity and healthy 

lifestyles.  Alongside the newsletter this week is 

our current extra-curricular timetable, so you can 

see what we currently offer. 

 

In the light of your feedback, we would love to 

extend this further.  If you feel you have any 

expertise that would benefit our children and 

could offer to lead a club or a Golden Time 

activity, please speak to the school office.  It 

doesn’t have to be sporty - I know children in 

previous schools who have appreciated a Spanish 

club, chess club or a Bible club! 

 

 Learners of the Week 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly this 

morning: 

 

CLASS R: Hadley 

 

CLASS 1: Ava 

 

CLASS 2: Archie & Alisha 

 

CLASS 3: Oliver 

 

CLASS 4:Orla-Grace & Immi 

 

CLASS 5: Ruby P 

 

CLASS 6: Ruby M 

 

 Lost Property 
 

A number of pupils are missing various items of 

clothing. Please can you check, over the 

Christmas period, to ensure that your child has 

taken the correct items of clothing home. If you 

have any items that do not belong to you, please 

bring the item(s) into the School Office and we 

will pass them on.  

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Attendance 
   

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 95.44% and this week’s attendance is 

94.16%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 5, 98.47% attendance 

for week commencing 15th January 

2018. Well done, Class 5. 

                     
 

HOUSEPOINTS  

Well done to who are this week’s  

 

winners.  

 
    

Fraud Alert 
 

Please be aware that we will never ask you for 

your bank account or card details via email.  

 

If you do receive an email that purports to be 

from the school  or scopay requesting such 

information please do not click on any links and 

detail the email immediately.  

 

Thank you.  
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GOLDEN BOOK  
 

 Our first set of gold levels for this term have been 
achieved this week! 

 
Class 1 - Flo 

 

Class 4 - Evie, Caitlyn & Isabel 

 

Congratulations & well done to you all. 



DIARY DATES 

25th January 2018  5-6pm    

  

Meet the Headteacher - School Hall 

31st January 2018 6.30pm FPA Meeting – Class 6 

6th February 2018  9.15am-      

  3pm 

Class 2 Educational Visit to Liberty’s Owl Raptor & Reptile Centre 

12th February - 16th February 2018   Half Term Week 

22nd February 2018  4-7pm Parents Evening 

28th February 2018  4-7pm Parents Evening 

6th March 2018  9am–3pm Class 4 Educational Visit to Monkey World 

6th March – 13th March   Scholastic Book Fayre 

7th March 2018  4-5.30pm 

 6-7.30pm 

KS1 School Disco (Hall) 

KS2 School Disco (Hall) 

28th March 2018  9.45am Easter Service 

28th March 2018  10.30am Easter Bonnet Parade 

29th March 2018 - End of Term at 1:40pm   Easter Holidays 

16th  April 2018  8.40am Beginning of Term 

April – Date tbc   Confirmation Classes Begin 

20th April 2018  9.45am Beginning of Term Service 

7th May 2018   Bank Holiday 

14th May – 18th May 2018   SATS Week 

23rd May 2018  4-5.30pm 

 6-7.30pm 

KS1 School Disco (Hall) 

KS2 School Disco (Hall) 

25th May 2018  6.30-10pm Quiz Night 

28th May – 1st June 2018   Half Term Week 

Date  Time Event 


