
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorset County Council Education Committee  
Diocese of Winchester 

The Priory CE VA Primary School 
Wick Lane 
Christchurch 
Dorset 
BH23 1HX 
 
Telephone (01202) 484105 
Fax (01202) 488702 
Email: office@theprioryschool.org 
 
Headteacher:  
Mr Paul Ruffle 

 
 

Friday 12th January 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you so much for the gifts I received at the end of the Christmas term. I hope you had a 
wonderful Christmas and your child is fit and ready to return to learning after the Christmas break. 
 
English 
Our guided reading lessons this term will concentrate on a range of exciting fiction and non-fiction 
books. Please remember that the children are required to read at home for at least 5 minutes a day 
and complete their reading journal. Many children are doing really well on our Class 4 reading 
chart and receiving certificates in our celebration worship. 
 
In English we will start the term looking at the features and uses of myths and legends plus some 
of the mystical creatures they contain. 
 
Spelling 
I have updated the website with the spellings for this term. If anyone is unable to print them please 
let me know. Remember to keep practising the words from previous weeks too, so the spelling 
rules are not forgotten. A copy of the statutory Year 3/4 word list is attached to this letter. 
 
Maths 
We have started the term looking at multiplication and division. Could I please ask that the children 
continue to practice the times tables at home, including the inverse division facts. We had some 
excellent results in maths last term so please keep up the hard work. Keep logging on to MyMaths 
to complete home tasks and using Sumdog accounts online. 
 
Topic 
In Class 6 this term our topic will be focused on geography. We will be finding out about the 
rainforests. Where they are in the world, what is special about them and what exciting creatures 
live there! We will start by looking at the local features of the New Forest before moving on to look 
at rainforests around the world. I am in the process of planning a special visit to Monkey World as 
a fantastic finish! 
 
Science 
Running alongside our topic we will look at animal habitats, classification and the dangers posed to 
animal habitats. 
 
In Art we will be looking at the work of Henri Rousseau and layering, plus making some brightly 
coloured collage of rainforest scenes. 
 
In Spanish we will continue to look at the Spanish culture. What sports they enjoy and how to say 
the colours. 
 
In RE will be studying Salvation in Christianity and learning about the Sikh religion and their beliefs. 
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In PSHE our Spring units will be ‘Dreams and Goals’ and ‘Healthy Me’. 
 
In Music we will be taking part in the Dorset singing strategy and having weekly lessons from Mrs 
Wright. 
 
In PE will be getting to grips with Hockey sticks. Learning to control the ball and accurately pass to 
members of our team. 
 
In Computing we are looking at coding using Kodu and learning to create code and find bugs. 
 
Reminders 
Please may I remind you to inform the school office of any changes of address/phone numbers 
and to ensure your child’s medical details are up to date. May I also request your child has the 
correct and clearly labelled school uniform. PE tracksuits (as it is getting colder now) should either 
be a plain black or navy. Finally, please remember only healthy snacks are welcomed during 
morning breaks and that snacks are for sale in school on Fridays. 
 
Thank you and I would like to wish you a ‘Happy New Year’. Please remember that my door is 
always open and that you can leave a message with the school office or make an appointment to 
see me after school.  
 
Mr Wildman 
 
Year 4 Teacher 
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