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Friday 12th January 2018 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

We hope you had a relaxing Christmas break with your family. As we return to our roles in Class 5, 
it has been apparent to see how well the pupils have been taught by Mr Hawkes during the Autumn 
Term. There is some excellent work in books already and we look forward to continuing this during 
the Spring and Summer Terms. Mr Croutear will be teaching the class on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday; Mrs Kelly will teach on Thursday and Friday. We work closely together to ensure 
consistent learning across the week. In addition, we have Miss Druce, Mrs Young and Mrs Poulter 
working as TAs. Mrs Erdbeer is a student teacher working in the class this term and she will be 
teaching some lessons. 
 

This term’s topic is titled ‘Black Gold’, which will be a geography-based unit involving a study of the 
oil industry, as well as alternatives to fossil fuels, considering how important renewable energy 
sources will be in the future. We will be learning about the human and physical features of locations 
chosen to build oil refineries, such as the Esso site in Hampshire, the processes involved in 
extracting and refining oil, its impact on the world economy and famous disasters involving oil spills.  
 

For our brilliant beginning we got into role as apprentices at the Bournemouth Echo and reported 
on the breaking news of a shocking oil spill in the English Channel which devastated the coast of 
Brittany!  For our fantastic finale we will be arranging an exciting local visit to explore a renewable 
energy source – this is likely to be Lymington Solar Farm. 
 

In English, we will be studying non-chronological reports, newspaper reports and poetry inspired by 
this hugely influential energy source.  
 

Daily guided reading sessions will involve all groups studying short texts, working with the teacher 
at least once a week and completing spelling tasks. We are introducing the ‘reciprocal reading’ 
strategy – please ask your child about this! A whole-class spelling session is also taught three times 
a week, with pupils taking responsibility for learning spellings in their journals. 
 

In Maths, we will continue to cover the Year 5 curriculum with a daily lesson, our Maths wake-up 
work first thing in the morning, which the pupils know as ‘Every Day Counts’, as well as an extra 
lesson of problem-solving on a Friday afternoon. Our main topics during this half-term will be 
statistics, multiplication, division and area/perimeter.  
 

In Science, our topic is ‘Fantastic Forces’, in which we are learning about scientific forces such as 
gravity, air resistance and friction. It will include some exciting practical lessons, such as designing 
and building our own rockets (to be launched from the school playground!). With this in mind, please 
could we request two-litre plastic bottles to be brought in to school.  
 

In PE we will be working alongside Class 6 to carry out a rotation of three winter sports: netball, 
hockey and tag rugby. Pupils will develop their skills in attacking/defending, ball handling and 
passing.  
 

In Art and Spanish, we will be studying Picasso, producing portraits and learning vocabulary linked 
to the face, colours and places in Spain. 
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In RE we will be learning about salvation and considering what Jesus did to save human beings.  
 

In Music we will be learning to sing the song ‘Make You Feel My Love’ by Adele, playing 
instruments with the song, improvising, composing and performing. We will also be participating in 
the Voice Strategy project. 
 

In Computing, we will be using Scratch to program a game called the ‘Slug Maze’, developing our 
coding and debugging skills.  
 

Home Learning 
Pupils in Class 5 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be keeping a record 
of their books in the Reading Records which were given to them last term. These should be brought 
in to school on Fridays for Mrs Kelly to check. The class reading chart tracks how much reading 
pupils have done, with certificates given out in Celebration Worship. Pupils do not receive lists of 
spellings to learn at home. If you would like to be working on spellings at home with your children, it 
would be useful to use the statutory Year 5/6 word list, attached with this newsletter.  
 

Pupils will also be set weekly activities to complete on MyMaths to help reinforce their learning in 
class. These activities will be set on a Wednesday (beginning on 17th January), to be completed by 
the following Wednesday. Login details will be sent home next week. If your child has any difficulties 
accessing their online maths homework, please do contact us. 
 

Please keep an eye on the Class 5 Blog on the school website, which is regularly updated with 
information, photographs and the Learner of the Week.  
 

P.E. 
P.E. will continue to be on Thursdays - please ensure your child has suitable P.E kit for both indoor 
and outdoor wear. With cold weather upon us, pupils should have a tracksuit in plain black or navy 
available to wear.  
 

Reminders 
Can we please remind you that we cannot give out any party invitations, sweets, chocolate etc. We 
ask that you are considerate of the children and staff with allergies and make a special request that 
you avoid putting nuts or citrus fruit in lunchboxes. Snacks for playtime should be healthy, e.g. fresh 
fruit or vegetables and snacks will continue to be available for purchase at the Tuck Shop on 
Fridays. Toys, trading cards etc. are not permitted in school. Please encourage your child to bring a 
named bottle of water into school, as it is important for them to drink throughout the day.  
 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to another successful term in Class 5. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Mr Croutear & Mrs Kelly 
Class 5 Teachers 
 

 

mailto:office@prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk

