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Friday 12th January 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to the Spring Term. We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and that children have 
returned refreshed and invigorated for the new term. On behalf of the Class team, I would like to 
thank you for your kind gifts and cards.  
 
We would like to share with you in advance the topics and trips planned this term.  
 
Topic 
We begin the term with our topic of ‘Revolution and Unrest!’ Children will learn about the locality 
including the Christchurch Castle, The Priory and Norman House. Children will visit the area and 
make drawings and maps. They will also be using IT to find out about the history of Christchurch. 
 
We would of course welcome any support in the way of resources from parents or members of the 
family who have an interest or indeed expertise in this area. 
 
English 
During English in the spring term, we are commencing to write explanations and instructions. 
Children will also be using flashbacks in story writing. We will be looking at argument and debate 
this half of term. Spelling, presentation and reading are of major importance in Year 6. Children are 
expected to write in a joined fluent style and will expand their knowledge of spelling rules and 
grammar.  
 
We are keen to encourage children to read every day and to enjoy reading in leisure time. Do 
model reading at home – the newspaper, magazines, letters and online information text as well as 
books.  
 
Spellings: We continue to personalise spelling this term. Children will record spellings and 
words/phrases they need to use in their writing in their spelling journal. However there are key 
words children need to know how to spell and I remind you these can be found on the class blog. If 
you would like to be working on spellings at home with your children, it would be useful to use the 
statutory Year 5/6 word list, attached with this newsletter.  Please encourage your child to practice 
these spellings using the ‘Look, Cover, Write’ method.  
  
Home Learning 
 
Pupils in Class 6 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be keeping a 
record of their books in the Reading Records which were given to them last term. 
 
Maths: Children should be fluent in their times tables to 12, please reinforce this. They should also 
be proficient in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division using written methods. Please 
practice this when you can and in particular mental addition and subtraction of 2 digit numbers to 
100. 
 
Addition home learning will be posted on the class blog. 
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Sport 
We are lucky to have specialist teaching for Dance through use of the Sports Premium. PE for our 
class will also be on a Thursday. Please ensure that your child has suitable kit for both indoor and 
outdoor wear. Children may take their kit home on a Thursday so that it can be washed ready for 
the following week.   
 
Educational Visits 
We are looking forward to our visit to Kingswood in June next year and we will be going into 
Christchurch this half of term on a history trail. 
 
Clubs and extra-curricular activities 
A variety of adult led activities continue to be available for the children to commit to throughout the 
year. These include football, tag rugby, running and tennis. A timetable can be viewed on the 
school website.  
 
Pastoral Care  
Our Inclusion team works to offer further support for children’s individual needs. Mrs Rhodes and 
Mrs Poulter are our Emotional Learning Support Assistants. All of the TA team are there to offer 
additional support to children and each class is clear about the main adults there to support them. 
For Class 6, the key adults working with your child will continue to be Mrs Hurley and Mrs McCall. 
 
The school has positive relationships with multi agencies and if you think that your child could 
benefit from support that has not yet been identified by the school, please contact your class 
teacher in the first instance. 
 
Can we remind you that we do not give out any party invitations, birthday or holiday treats.  
 
Eating and Drinking 
We ask that you are considerate of the children and staff with allergies and make a special 
request that you avoid sending children in with foods containing nuts or citrus fruit in their 
lunchboxes. On a Friday break-time the school has a ‘healthy’ tuck shop that offers fruit juice, small 
pots of fruit and biscuits (homemade by school caterers).  
 
Children can bring water bottles to keep in the Class 6 sink area – these should contain only water.  
The children have access to water all day to ensure that they remain hydrated. They are 
encouraged to be independent in knowing when to have a drink. Cool Milk is available to order for 
any of the children via the school office. 
 
If you have any questions please make an appointment for Tuesdays after school where I will be 
happy to meet with you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr Swain 
Class 6 Teacher 
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