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Monday 10th September 2018 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 

Welcome to Class R 

 

Welcome to our school and Class R.  It was lovely to meet you again on our Home 

Visits. I hope that your child will settle in well and enjoy their time with us.  

                                                           
Our topics this term 

We start off in Class R by observing your child to identify their strengths and any 

possible difficulties and use these observations so that we know the next steps for 

your child. This is a continuous process throughout the year. Our topics until Half 

Term are Marvellous Me and Harvest.  

 

In Language and Literacy this half-term we will concentrate on developing 

listening skills and learning songs, rhymes and letters.  We will be looking especially 

at the books ‘The Runaway Chapati’, ‘The Little Red Hen,’ and ‘Handa’s Surprise’ 

as part of Harvest celebrations.   

                                       
In Maths, we will be learning counting songs, sorting, counting and ordering 

numbers, looking at and naming simple shapes. 

 

Reading 

Children will undertake daily phonic activities.  Phonics are the building blocks to 

successful reading and writing.  The teaching of phonics has changed over the 

years and I invite you to attend a short meeting in Class R to discuss strategies 

employed at school so that you can understand what we are trying to achieve 
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and how you can support at home. I will also explain about Home Reading 

Records at this meeting. The meeting will be held on Monday, 8th October at 

3:00pm.  

 

Children will need to bring their PE bags on a Monday and leave them here all 

week.   

 

Understanding the World 

We will be naming parts of our bodies and thinking about how we can be healthy. 

The school nurse will visit us with healthy Ted. We will be making bread and thinking 

about change. 

 

PSED 

We will familiarise ourselves with the class and school environment and learn the 

routines and expectations of life in class R. We will meet adults who work in school 

and community and focus on making friends and playing fairly together. 

 

If anyone would like to bring in a story book from home and read to the class for 

ten minutes at the end of the day, we would be very grateful – the children love 

hearing other people read! 

 

Helping at home 

 

After half-term I will give your child some words to bring home to practice reading.  

We check these at least fortnightly (we aim for weekly) and will give your child 

more as they learn them. 

  

After half term I will also put some Maths challenges on the website that you may 

like to complete with your child.  These will be fun, practical activities that support 

our maths that week.  

 

Communication 

We endeavour to support our partnership in learning through good 

communication. Each week I will put up a blog on our website to let you know 

what we have been doing that week and what is planned for the following week. 

You can access this by going to the home page and clicking on children – Classes 

– Class R. 

 

You can communicate with us via: 

 

School office (including message book) 

Headteacher or SLT on school gate twice daily 

Letter direct to myself 

After school appointment 

Parent Evenings 

Reading Records 

 

I will also be seeing your child out safely every afternoon if you have an urgent or 

quick query and we can make an appointment for a later date if needed.  Please 

remember that my door is always open for any queries that you have.  A fortnightly 
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newsletter is issued by the office to all parents via email, together with other 

messages that may concern Year R. 

 

Please could you inform the school office of any changes of address / phone 

numbers.  

 

Allergies 

We have children and staff who are allergic to nuts and unpeeled oranges and 

satsumas. We make a special request that you avoid putting these in your child’s 

lunchboxes.  

 

Home Time 

Please ensure that your child is collected at 3:15 pm after school and let me know 

if someone different will be picking up your child. 

 

May I request that your child has the correct and clearly named school uniform. It 

would also be really helpful if you could encourage your child to put their coats on 

by themselves. 

 

I hope that your child enjoys their first half term at school.  If you have any worries 

at all, please come to see me.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs J Sibbald 

Class R Teacher 

 

 


