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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

 
 
 

       
I am really enjoying being part of the ‘School Partnership Programme’ with St. 

Katharine’s and St. James’ and working with their leadership teams to improve learning 

for all our children.  During this term, we are working together on a particular aspect of 

each school’s improvement plan.  At the Priory School, we have decided to focus on 

how we model and then support independent writing composition and problem solving.  

Our review day is Thursday 18th October and we will follow up the findings after half-

term. 

Continuing the theme of working with other schools, we are pleased to 

announce that Mr Major, our Sports and P.E. Teaching Assistant, will now also 

be working at Twynham Primary School on Monday and Tuesday.  I can see lots 

of opportunities for friendly matches ahead! 

 

I hope to see many of you at our parent consultation evenings next Monday and 

Tuesday.  Y2 - Y6 classes will be in the hall again, but if you would prefer to meet 

privately, just ask the teacher as rooms are available. Finally,  a reminder that on Friday 

19th October, school will be closed as the teachers will be joining the Twynham Learning 

affiliated schools for our second ‘Maths No Problem’ training day!  We will be learning 

all about ‘bar modelling’.  Children return to school after the half-term break on Monday 

29th October.  

Pupil Leadership 
(again!) 
Our new Bronze ambassadors hard at 

work at their recent training event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new School Council, who are 

deciding how to spend their £200 

playground budget! 

Worship Theme 
Friendship 
God has said ‘I will never leave you; I will always be 

by your side.’ Hebrews 13 v5 

 

Friendship isn't just about going to parties together, it is about 

helping each other to develop.  

It is about going through difficult 

things together – not 

abandoning your friend when 

the going gets tough.  We heard 

the story of Paul's friends, who 

decided to go to Jerusalem with 

him, even though they knew 

that arrest was waiting there.  

They were true friends.  
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News and Events 
Friends of Priory School 
  
Important dates for the diary.  All monies raised 

go to support the school. 

 

Friday 12th October - Fish & Chip Quiz 

Night 

7:30pm school hall.  Bar and raffle on the night. 

Food orders have now closed for this event.   

 

Thursday 18th October - School Disco 

Celebrate the end of term with the FPS school 

disco and DJ Tropicana!  

 

Friday 30th November - Christmas Fayre 

Save the date.  Christmas comes to the Priory. 

 

Friday 7th December - FPS Christmas party 

The George has been booked!  This is a social 

event for everyone to get together.  Details will 

follow nearer the time.  

 
 

News and Events 
The Priory Church 
 
Saturday 13th October - Be a Chorister for 

the day! 

All Priory school children aged 7 and over are 

invited to attend this free, fun event at the Priory 

Church.  The Priory church has a strong music 

tradition.  Come and along and see what it is like 

to be part of the Priory church choir.  Phone 

07907 379268 to book a place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 31st October - 5.30 - 7pm 

Light Party 

A free fun event for all the family at St. George’s 

Church, Jumpers Road.  Come dressed in bright 

colours.  This event is organised by Heidi, who 

runs our Trinity Club. 

Spotlight on Clubs 
Mindful Movement 
Mrs Tizzard, one of our Reception mums and a 

trained teacher, runs this club on a Wednesday 

3.15 - 4.15pm for Y1 - Y3.  Mindful Movement 

club includes movement, breathing techniques 

and guided relaxation delivered in a fun and 

imaginative style. The movement builds strength, 

balance, coordination and develops flexibility. As 

well as the physical benefits, it teaches children to 

be aware of their bodies and how they feel in the 

present moment. 

With a focus on the school’s values, children are 

taught key skills from the PSHCE curriculum 

including team work, respecting others, 

celebrating variety, building friendships and self-

esteem. Through breathing techniques, positive 

affirmations and gratitude exercises the children 

will develop their own toolkit of practical 

strategies that can help them self-regulate if they 

are feeling stressed or anxious.  There are spaces 

still available, so please contact the school office. 

 

Choir and Ukulele  
Last chance to sign up for these popular clubs 

before Christmas.  Please contact Mrs Moss, also 

a parent at our school, for more details. 

Admissions  
2019 - 20 
 
We held our first open morning 

for prospective parents last 

week and a number of visitors 

commented on how proud the 

children were of their school!  It 

was good to see our Y6 prefects 

doing the tours and promoting 

the school so well. 

 

With another low birth-rate year forecast and an 

increase in the number of available school places 

locally, do encourage your friends and neighbours 

to consider the Priory Primary School, even if 

they live out of catchment.  Our next open 

morning is on Thursday 15th November at 11am. 

Simply call the office to reserve a space.  
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Thank you 
Christchurch Food Bank 

 
The school received a lovely thank you message 

from Jenny Parkinson at the Christchurch 

Foodbank, thanking everyone for their kind 

Harvest gifts.  Many people in our community 

will be helped, thanks to your generosity. 

If you need a food bank voucher, then simply 

phone the school and we can arrange that for 

you, confidentially.    
 

Shoebox Appeal 
 

It’s that time of year again, when 

we think about ‘Operation 

Christmas Child’. Each year at 

Christmas, Samaritan’s Purse 

operate their ‘Operation Christmas 

Child’ Appeal, when people throughout the 

country are invited to pack shoeboxes with 

Christmas gifts for children. They ship these simple 

gifts outside the United Kingdom to children 

affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, 

and disease.  

 

As a school, we support this appeal, encouraging 

children to think about how they can contribute to 

our global community. If you would like to 

participate, please do send in any boxes filled with 

gifts as soon as possible. Please mark clearly which 

age and gender your box is for and also wrap the 

base and lid of your box separately and secure it 

with a rubber band. Enclose £5.00 in an envelope 

on top of the gift box to cover the cost of 

transportation. The full instructions can be found 

at https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-

do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-

shoebox/ 

 

 

The deadline for returning boxes to the school is 

Monday 12th November 2018. For a list of ideas 

of what to put in your box – 

p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p s : / /

w w w . s a m a r i t a n s -

purse.org.uk/what-we-do/

operation-christmas-child/ 

 

Thank you in advance for 

your support.  

Priory Adult Christmas 
Choir  
We are putting together a Priory adult choir, led 

by Mrs Moss, to perform at the Christmas Fayre 

and Nativity service.  This is a great way to get 

involved in our school and make new friends.  

We don’t want to let the children down, so there 

will be a few rehearsals (school hall, 7 - 8:30pm).  

This is open to friends, neighbours and family.  

Just turn up at the first rehearsal!   

 

Nov:  Fri 9th / Mon 12th / Fri 23rd 
 
Dec: Wed 5th / Fri 7th / Wed 12th / Mon 17th  
 

Attendance 
   

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 96.73% and this week’s attendance is 

97.11%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 1, 100%  for the week ending 4th 

October and to Class 6 with 99.33%. Keep up the 

great work Classes 1 & 6.  

                     
 

Fantastic finales 
 
 
Class 1 have already been on their walk around 

Christchurch mapping out key features, but we 

have a number of other fantastic finales next 

week, concluding our Autumn 1 projects. 

 

On Wednesday 17th October, Class 3 are 

dressing up as Vikings.  Class 2 are going to the 

Bournemouth aviation museum as part of their 

‘flight’ topic. 

 

On Thursday 18th October, class 4 are opening 

their doors at the end of the day for parents to 

visit their Ancient 

Egyptian museum.   

 
Class 5 will be busy 

making ancient 

Greek pots. 
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over past two weeks: 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing:  

5th October  2018 

 

CLASS R: Thomas 

 

CLASS 1: Ivan & Myles 

 

CLASS 2: Pip 

 

CLASS 3: Daisy 

 

CLASS 4: Calon 

 

CLASS 5: Immy 

 

CLASS 6: Theo 

 

Week Commencing:  

12th October  2018 

 

CLASS R: Lydia 

 

CLASS 1: Mia 

 

CLASS 2: Isabelle 

 

CLASS 3: Alisha 

 

CLASS 4: Lily-Rose 

 

CLASS 5: Isabel 

 

CLASS 6: Robyn 

 
 ADMISSIONS TO THE 

PRIORY CE VA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Applications to join our Reception Class in September 2019 

must reach the local authority where you live by Monday 

14th January 2019. 

 

If you are submitting a supplementary information form to 

support your application, this must be signed by an 

authorised Church Official and returned to the School 

Office as soon as possible and before the deadline 

of midnight on Friday 11th January 2019 . 

 

The School Open Days for  the new reception intake for 

September 2019 are on: 

 

  Thursday 15th November at 11am 

 

For further information please see our website https://

prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/admissions/ 

 

Date  Time Event 

Friday 12th October 7.30pm FPS Quiz Night - Fish & Chip Supper 

Monday 15th October  9am - 2pm 

3.30 - 7pm 

Flu Vaccinations (pupils YR to Y5) 

Parent Consultation Evening 

Tuesday 16th October  3.30 - 6.30pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Wednesday 17th October  All day 

 

All day 

10am-1.30pm 

 

3.30pm-5.15pm 

Peer Review Day with St. James’ and St. Katharine’s at  

The Priory School (School Development Programme) 

Class 3 - Viking Day, come dressed as a Viking! 

Class 2 - Bournemouth Aviation Museum Educational 

Visit 

Yr 5/6 Football Mudeford Juniors v The Priory 

Thursday 18th October  3.15pm 

4-5.30pm 

6-7.30pm 

Class 4 - Ancient Egyptian Museum - Parents welcome 

KS1 School Disco 

KS2 School Disco 

Friday 19
th
 October   INSET DAY 

 

22nd October - 26
th
 October   Half Term Week 

 

Thursday 1st November  6.30pm FPS Christmas Fayre Meeting -  one rep per class, please. 

Monday 12th November   ‘Operation Christmas Child’ Shoe Box Appeal Deadline 

Friday 30th November  4 - 7pm FPS Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 5th December 9 - 11am Image Theatre presents ‘The Selfish Giant’  

Tuesday 18th December 6.30pm Nativity Service at The Priory Church 

 

Wednesday 19th December 1 - 3.15pm EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party and visit of Father Christmas 

Thursday 20th December  1 - 3.15pm KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 21st December   1.40pm End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

24th December 2018 - 4th January 2019  Christmas Holiday 
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Monday 7th January 2019   INSET DAY 

Tuesday 8th January  8.40am Spring Term Begins 

Friday 11th January 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.40pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.40pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:40pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

It is likely future holiday dates will be determined by the 

new Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council from 

this point, which as yet are unknown.  


