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Friday 2nd November 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable half-term! It was nice to meet with you at our recent parents 

evenings and to share the pupil’s work in their books. We are especially proud of our 

English books as they class have really responded to the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach and 

demonstrating their improvement in only a few weeks. 

 

Our new topic is called ‘To Infinity and Beyond!’ which is a project based on outer space. 

Much of our learning will be linked to Science, as we study our Solar System and in 

particular the Sun, Moon and planet Earth.  

 

For our brilliant beginning we investigated a strange discovery in the corner of the school 

field, as we found what appeared to be alien remains! This helped to launch our new 

English unit. 

 

In English, we will be continuing to use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach, with units organised 

across three weeks. We begin by imitating a ‘model’ text: these will be a police report of 

an alleged UFO sighting (recount text), a discussion text related to Doctor Who and the 

Daleks, and a Christmas story called ‘The Bear and the Hare’. In our second week we 

make changes to the model text (innovation), using our writing toolkit as a guide, before 

inventing our own text in the final week.  

 

Daily guided reading sessions will continue to involve all groups studying short texts, 

working with the teacher at least once a week and completing spelling tasks. We have 

introduced the ‘reciprocal reading’ strategy with most pupils – this involves training pupils 

to run their own reading discussions. A whole-class spelling session will continue to be 

taught on a Monday, with pupils taking responsibility for learning spellings in their journals. 

 

In Maths, we have really enjoyed using the new Maths No Problem scheme and this half-

term we will be multiplying and dividing, as well as working on word-problems and graphs. 

 

In PE the pupils have enjoyed working with our new sports coach, Mr Major, who will be 

doing hockey and dance over the coming weeks.  

 

In D & T we will be baking ‘planet cookies’ to celebrate the end of our space project.  

  

Headteacher: Mr Paul Ruffle 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk
https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/


Dorset County Council Education Committee 

Diocese of Winchester                                

In RE we will be learning about God and asking the question: what does it mean if God is 

holy and living? 

 

In Music we will be learning classroom jazz, focusing on Three Note Bossa and The Five 

Note Swing, as part of the Charanga scheme. 

 

In Computing, we will continue to work with our new Google accounts and explore the 

‘Google Classroom’ as a collaborative online working space. 

 

Core Skills time 

We will continue to use the 9.00 – 9.30 slot from Monday - Thursday to practise our core 

skills. On a Monday this is a spelling workshop, during which the new spelling rule for the 

week is introduced. On Tuesdays we will be learning how to ‘journal’ in maths, on a 

Wednesday this will be punctuation and grammar, and on Thursday we will be working on 

our maths problem-solving. 

 

Home Learning 

Pupils will be set English home learning tasks each Monday, to be given in on Thursday. 

These will alternate between reading comprehension and SPAG. Maths home learning will 

be set on Thursday, to be in the following Monday. 

 

Pupils in Class 5 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be keeping a 

record of their books in the Reading Records. These should be brought in to school on 

Fridays for Mrs Kelly to check. Please keep an eye on the Class 5 Blog on the school 

website, which is regularly updated with information, photographs and the Learner of the 

Week.  

 

P.E. 

P.E. will take place on a Wednesday - please ensure your child has suitable P.E kit for both 

indoor and outdoor wear.  

 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to a busy few weeks in Class 5 in 

the run up to Christmas. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Croutear  

Class 5 Teacher 
 


