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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
  

When I arrived at the Priory School last January, many parents were keen 

that alongside an improvement in English and Maths standards, the school 

maintained the importance of a broad and balanced curriculum.  This 

phrase is often bandied about in schools and it simply means an inspiring 

curriculum which provides children with the skills, knowledge and 

understanding they need to develop into well-rounded, informed 

individuals.  In other words, that alongside the need to prepare children 

for national curriculum tests, we also value and give time to the Arts, 

sport, science, computing and the full range of other subjects. 

 

Over the summer I wrote a ’rationale’ for our curriculum design.  This can be found as part of 

our curriculum policy on the school website.  Since then, the teachers have been working on 

putting together a bespoke curriculum for the Priory School which covers the national 

curriculum programmes of study, but is also unique to our setting and the needs of our children.  

As you can imagine, this is an ever-evolving task.  However, I am pleased to announce that 

phase 1 is finished, which is the completion of our curriculum maps.  These maps provide you 

with a brief outline of what will be taught in each subject area over the year.  They are not set 

in stone, as they need to be refined when we see what has really engaged the children. They 

have been uploaded on our website under the heading ‘Curriculum Overview’.  I would like to 

discuss them with you at our school conference in January 2019, when together we shape our 

priorities for the future. 

Supporting our 
Community 
The Shoebox Appeal 
& Children in Need 
 

Along with the Priory Church, we were able 

to send an impressive 83 shoeboxes to 

children who would not otherwise receive 

a Christmas present this year.  Thank you 

for your support. 

 

As I write this, I am 

surrounded by 

children (and 

teachers) in spotty 

clothes all doing 

their bit for the BBC 

Children in Need 

Appeal. 

 
 

It is encouraging to see our pupils putting 

the value of ‘compassion’ into action.  Boris 

the Heartsmart Robot reminded the 

children of our new slogan for this half-

term; ‘Don’t forget to let the love in!’ 

Listen to the latest blog on this theme at:  

https://heartsmartprimary.com/a-free-lesson

-people-say-i-am/ 

 

Worship Theme 
Compassion 

‘Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 

one’s life for his friends ’ John 15 v3 

 

The Priory School community marked the 100 years 

since the end of WW1 with a series of special prayer 

stations last Friday.  The children’s behaviour was 

impeccable throughout and it was moving to observe 

the way they engaged with the themes of peace, 

gratitude and reconciliation.  A special mention must go 

to our Y6 prefects, who worked tirelessly on the 

stations 

throughout the 

day.   

 

They set the 

tone for the day, 

helped explain 

each station and 

supported the 

younger children. 
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Friends of Priory School 
  
Friday 30th November - Christmas Fair 
 

2 weeks to go to the FPS 

Christmas Fair. The 

Priory tavern is due to 

make a welcome return, 

plus Christmas market 

crafts ( I’ve heard 50 

Rudolphs have been 

made), secret present 

stalls and, of course, Santa’s grotto. 

 

Friday 7th December - FPS Christmas party 
 

Flyers were sent home for the Parents Christmas 

Party last week. If you did not receive one, 

please find another one attached to this week's 

Newsletter. 

 

Booking forms need to be returned, to the 

School Office, by 30th November please - along 

with the payment of £10pp. This includes Disco 

and Buffet. A night not to be missed!  

Girls Stepping Up For 
Change 
 

Six girls from Class 5 attended the ‘Girls Active’ 

event last week with Mr Major.  It was good to 

see them working so well with children from 

Twynham Primary.  We look forward to hearing 

about all of the ideas they will bring back to 

school to help engage girls more with P.E. and 

sport.  

Dare to Believe Festival 
 
There are around 770,000 children in the UK 

living with disabilities - equal to around one in 

20 children.   

Dare to believe is a sports event which brings 

together children with and without additional 

needs to build on the legacy of the Paralympics 

and ensure all children have access to sport and 

physical activity. 

We took a 

small group 

of class 4 

children and 

here they 

are enjoying 

the inclusive 

game of 

Boccia. 

Our very own ‘Strictly’ Star! 
Piotr Mott 
 

In Celebration 

worship, Piotr Mott 

wowed the school 

with a short 

demonstration of his 

dancing skills.  We are 

incredibly proud of 

his achievements at 

the recent National 

Ballroom Finals in 

Blackpool.  In his 

couples dance, he 

won second place in 

cha cha cha out of 51 

finalists and 5th in 

waltz out of 43. He 

also came 7th in solo 

dancing cha cha cha out of 41 competitors.  Well 

done Piotr.  Keep Dancing!   

Guitar lessons 
 
Mr Dunwoody, who comes 

into our school to teach 

guitar, has some slots 

available this year.  If you are 

interested, please email 

redhotblueguitar@gmail.com 

for more information. 
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over the past two weeks. They are: 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing:  

5th November 2018 

 

CLASS R: Flossie 

 

CLASS 1: Angelica 

 

CLASS 2: Piotr 

 

CLASS 3: Hattie 

 

CLASS 4: Riley 

 

CLASS 5: Igor 

 

CLASS 6: Ben & Robyn 

 

Week Commencing:  

12th November 2018 

 

CLASS R: Joseph 

 

CLASS 1: Leo 

 

CLASS 2: Alfie 

 

CLASS 3: Olivia 

 

CLASS 4: Immi 

 

CLASS 5: Archie 

 

CLASS 6: Driess 

 
 ADMISSIONS TO THE 

PRIORY CE VA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Applications to join our Reception Class in September 2019 

must reach the local authority where you live by Monday 

14th January 2019. 

 

If you are submitting a supplementary information form to 

support your application, this must be signed by an 

authorised Church Official and returned to the School 

Office as soon as possible and before the deadline 

of midnight on Friday 11th January 2019 . 

 

 

For further information please see our website https://

prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/admissions/ 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER - 
WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

 

The children’s Christmas Lunch will be taking place on 

Wednesday 12th December, please see the menu opposite.  

 

 If you have already placed your child’s lunch order for a 

main or vegetarian option on the 12th December, this 

order will automatically transfer over to the Christmas 

Dinner menu. However,  there will be no picnic or jacket 

potato options available on our Christmas Dinner day. 

Therefore, if you have ordered a picnic or jacket potato 

lunch for the 12th December, please go online and amend 

the order, thank you.  

 

If you child doesn’t normally have a hot school meal but 

they would like to have the Christmas Dinner, please 

order via your account online at www.scopay.com 

 

Thank you.  

  

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 96.50% and this week’s attendance is 

96.38%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 1, 99%  for the week ending 

15th November and to Class 5 with 97.88% for 

week ending 8th November. 

Keep up the great work Classes 1 & 6.  
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event Date  Time Event 

Friday 23rd November  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Thursday 29th November 9am-2pm Class 1 Educational Visit - The Priest House, Wimborne 

Friday 30th November  4 - 7pm FPS Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 5th December 9am-3pm 

9 - 11am 

7-8.30pm 

Class 6 Educational Visit - Beaulieu Victorian Christmas 

Image Theatre presents ‘The Selfish Giant’  

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 7th December  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

FPS Christmas Party - The George (details to follow) 

Wednesday 12th December  

12pm-1.30pm 

7-8.30pm 

Christmas Jumper Day  

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 14th December 2.30-3pm Classes R, 1 & 2 - Grandparents Sing-A-Long   

Monday 17th December  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Tuesday 18th December 6.30pm Nativity Service at The Priory Church 

 

Wednesday 19th December 1 - 3.15pm EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party and visit of Father Christmas 

Thursday 20th December  1 - 3.15pm KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 21st December   1.40pm End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

24th December 2018 - 4th January 2019  Christmas Holiday 

Monday 7th January 2019   INSET DAY 

Tuesday 8th January  8.40am Spring Term Begins 

Friday 11th January 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.40pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.40pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:40pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

It is likely future holiday dates will be determined by the 

new Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council from 

this point, which as yet are unknown.  

 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   


