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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 
I hope you all enjoyed a restful half-term.  This season of ‘mists 

and mellow fruitfulness’ is definitely one of my favourites.  Back 

in our warm school, now our new boilers have been successfully 

installed, I challenged the children to try to find the brightest red 

leaves they could.  I think we’ve all enjoyed looking at the 

colours of Autumn. 

 

We’ve had a spotlight on safety this week.  

On Monday,  I reminded the children of the Firework Code and in 

particular how to be safe when using sparklers.  I found the following 

website very useful as a refresher: www.bonfire-night-safety.co.uk 

  

On Tuesday we had a very informative visit from Network Rail.  They 

told the children how to be safe when using trains or playing near a 

railway line.  We all now know what to do if we drop our phone onto a 

live track.  We have to push the assistance button at the Help Point and 

never retrieve it ourselves. 

 

If you are out celebrating Bonfire Night at the weekend, I wish you a safe 

and enjoyable time. 

 

Remembrance 
100 years since the end 
of WW1 
 

We are marking this occasion in school by 

holding a special remembrance worship on 

Friday 9th November. 

 

After this we are setting up interactive 

prayer stations around the school on the 

themes of peace and reconciliation.  It is an 

opportunity for the children to express, in 

their own way, their gratitude to the men 

and women who have sacrificed so much 

for this country.  Each child will make a 

prayer poppy remembering the past and 

with a prayer for the future and plant it in 

our memorial 

garden.    

 

Poppies can 

be bought in 

school from 

next week.  

Worship Theme 
Compassion 
‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience.’ Colossians 3v12 

 

Our Autumn 2 worship value is ‘compassion’.  This fits 

in well with the Heartsmart focus ’Don’t forget to let 

the love in.’  We are starting to receive our first 

shoeboxes now for the operation Christmas child 

appeal. The deadline for returning boxes is Monday 

12th November 2018.  

 

One of my biggest frustrations as a new Headteacher 

has been the lack of resources for SEND pupils.  Please 

remember our parents (and staff) of children with 

additional needs, who have to fight tooth and nail for 

every penny of extra funding, cope with constant 

delays and a barrage of form filing.   
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News and Events 
Friends of Priory School 
  
Important dates for the diary.  All monies raised 

go to support the school. 

 

 

Friday 30th November - Christmas Fayre 

Save the date.  Christmas comes to the Priory. 

A big planning meeting is being held in school, as 

I finish the newsletter.  Plans are coming 

together! 

 

Friday 7th December - FPS Christmas party 

The George has been booked!  This is a social 

event for everyone to get together.  Details will 

follow nearer the time.  

Holiday Requests 
 

I can see there is still some confusion over the 

schools’ policy in regard authorising holiday 

requests and issuing penalty notices.  I have 

attached our attendance policy alongside this 

newsletter.  The procedures section at the back of 

the policy answers commonly asked questions.  

In summary, "Head teachers may not grant any 

approved leave of absence during term time 

unless there are exceptional circumstances."  

 

Our aim in this is to improve school attendance  

so that we are in line with national requirements.  

This is not just about our statistics.  Hampshire 

County Council’s every day counts booklet 

(http://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-

services/HIAS/Everydaycounts.pdf) states that 

only 35% of pupils with an attendance of 90% 

or below go on and achieve five A* to C GCSEs 

including English and mathematics.  This is 

compared to 73% of pupils with over 95% 

attendance.  

School Christmas Choir (all 
adults welcome) 
 
A reminder that the first rehearsal for the school 

Christmas adult choir is on Friday 9th November 

7 - 8.30pm in the school hall.   

 

The next rehearsals in November are Monday 

12th November and Friday 23rd. 

 

I am told it was great fun last year.  I hope to see 

many of you (parents and staff) joining Mrs 

Moss, Mr Swain, Mrs Kelly and myself. 

Admissions  
2019 - 20 
 
Seb, Mya and I are enjoying holding school tours 

for prospective parents, as we’ve had a number 

of additional tours this week. 

 

Please continue to encourage your friends and 

neighbours to consider the Priory Primary School, 

even if they live out of catchment.   

 

Our next open morning is on 

Thursday 15th November at 

11am, when there will be a 

short talk about the school and 

then the opportunity to walk 

around. Simply call the office to 

reserve a space.  

 

Further details are on the website under ‘Starting 

School’. 

School Partnership Review 
 
The Heads and Deputies of St James’ and St 

Katharines’ thoroughly enjoyed their day at the 

Priory School on the last day of half-term.  They 

commented on our ‘fantastic community of 

learners’ and noted that our children were ‘polite, 

engaged and calm.’  Staff have followed up their 

findings to identify some key actions to improve 

our school further.  Our desired outcome from 

this review is that our teacher modelling of 

writing and problem solving, will enable pupils to 

understand the task and the expectations, so that 

they produce high quality independent work. 

Help! 
Van required 
 
In order to protect our 

lovely new display by 

the hall, we have 

ordered a plastic display 

protector.  We need a 

van or large estate car 

to help us transport it to 

school and save on delivery charges.  Please 

contact Mr Diggins via the school office if you 

think you can help! 

http://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/Everydaycounts.pdf
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/HIAS/Everydaycounts.pdf


 
                                                          Page 3 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

today. They are: 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing:  

29th October 2018 

 

CLASS R: Finn 

 

CLASS 1: Jessie 

 

CLASS 2: Henry 

 

CLASS 3: Jamie 

 

CLASS 4: Callum & William 

 

CLASS 5: Arabella 

 

CLASS 6: Rufus 

 

 
 ADMISSIONS TO THE 

PRIORY CE VA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Applications to join our Reception Class in September 2019 

must reach the local authority where you live by Monday 

14th January 2019. 

 

If you are submitting a supplementary information form to 

support your application, this must be signed by an 

authorised Church Official and returned to the School 

Office as soon as possible and before the deadline 

of midnight on Friday 11th January 2019 . 

 

The next School Open Day for  the new reception intake 

for September 2019 is on: 

 

  Thursday 15th November at 11am 

 

For further information please see our website https://

prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/admissions/ 

 

Date  Time Event 

Tuesday 6th November 9.45am Daily Echo - First Class Supplement Photo—Class R 

Wednesday 7th November  3pm-5pm Yr 5&6 Football Tournament Littledown 

Friday 9th November  

7-8.30pm 

Remembrance Worship & Interactive Prayer Stations 

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Monday 12th November   

7-8.30pm 

 

‘Operation Christmas Child’ Shoe Box Appeal Deadline 

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 16th November  

3.15pm 

Children in Need - Wear Something Spotty 

Cake Sale 

 

Friday 23rd November  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 30th November  4 - 7pm FPS Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday 5th December 9 - 11am Image Theatre presents ‘The Selfish Giant’  

Friday 7th December  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

FPS Christmas Party - The George (details to follow) 

Wednesday 12th December  

12pm-1.30pm 

7-8.30pm 

Christmas Jumper Day  

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Monday 17th December  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Tuesday 18th December 6.30pm Nativity Service at The Priory Church 

 

Wednesday 19th December 1 - 3.15pm EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party and visit of Father Christmas 

Thursday 20th December  1 - 3.15pm KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 21st December   1.40pm End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

24th December 2018 - 4th January 2019  Christmas Holiday 
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Monday 7th January 2019   INSET DAY 

Tuesday 8th January  8.40am Spring Term Begins 

Friday 11th January 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.40pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.40pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.40pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:40pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

It is likely future holiday dates will be determined by the 

new Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council from 

this point, which as yet are unknown.  

 


