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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
Today’s Christmas fayre really marks the start of the Christmas season 

here at the Priory school.  It promises to be a special time for the 

children, so here’s an up to date list of what’s coming up in December. 

 

Wednesday, 12
th
 December - Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day 

We’re keeping the tradition of staff helping to serve the Christmas dinner to all the 

children.  FPS are providing the crackers and decorations.  There is still time to order a 

lunch, if you haven’t yet booked your child’s place. The £1 donation for the Christmas 

jumper will go to Save the Children.  

 

Friday, 14
th
 December - Christmas Journeys for Y5 & 6 at St. George’s Church 

Christmas Journeys is a special Christmas reflection for upper KS2 children led by Heidi & the Priory church 

children’s team.  A separate letter providing more details is attached with this newsletter.  

 

Friday, 14
th
 December - Grandparents Christmas Sing-a-long 2.30pm 

Another longstanding tradition is that our Class R, 1 and 2 children sing carols to grandparents round the 

Christmas tree in the school hall.  This year Class R will also share the Christmas cookies they have made.   

 

Tuesday, 18
th
 December - Priory Nativity service 6.30pm at The Priory Church  

This service is the central focus for all our celebrations as a school community.  A separate letter providing more 

details is attached with this newsletter. 

 

Wednesday, 19
th
 December - Christmas Party afternoon for Class R, 1 and 2 

Children in these classes are allowed to wear mufti on their party day.  Light refreshments are provided by FPS 

and hopefully a small class gift will have been delivered under the Christmas tree. 

 

Wednesday, 19th December - Bedtime stories for Class R, 1 and 2 with Father Christmas 5.30 – 6.30pm 

All EYFS children and KS1 are invited back to school at 5.30pm in their pyjamas to listen to bedtime stories read 

by teachers.  At 6pm they will have hot chocolate and we hope a very special guest will arrive to read the final 

story.  A separate letter will confirm the final details nearer the time. 

 

Thursday, 20
th
 December - Priory Choir singing at the Fleur De Lis Retirement Complex 11am – 12 

Our choir have been asked to perform for the residents at the Fleur de Lis retirement complex. 

 

Thursday, 20th December - Christmas Party afternoon for Class 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Children in these classes are allowed to wear mufti on their party day.  Light refreshments are provided by FPS 

and hopefully a small class gift will have been delivered under the Christmas tree. 

 

Friday, 21
st
 December - Christmas Sing-a-long and 1.15pm finish 

A new tradition this year will be our Christmas sing-a-long on the final morning of the term.  I am hoping the all 

star staff cast singing ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ will round the term off on a high note.  In a change to the 

previously published time, which didn’t take account of the new lunch arrangements, school will close at 1.15pm 

on Friday 21st December.  However, if you are unable to rearrange your timings on that final day, we will keep 

the children until 1.40pm as previously  published.  

It looks to be another busy period in our school calendar – but hopefully one full of memories for the children. 
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Friends of Priory School  
Purchase of new resources  
 
Thanks to the generosity of parents and the tireless fundraising of the FPS team, we have been able to 

purchase some much-needed resources for the school.   

 

 

We have spent nearly £1,000 on new individual reading books for Y2 - 

Y5.  Please encourage your child to look after our new books, as they 

need to last as long as the Biff and Chip classics have done! 

 

FPS monies have also enabled us to purchase 

lockers for class 2 and 4, which will ensure 

that their cloakrooms are kept clear.  This means each year group have their 

own lockers.  The children really appreciate being able to keep their 

belongings private.   

 

We are also really grateful to Rob & Mary Redcliffe for the donation of our 

‘perfect’ Christmas tree and to the parent who donated a new CD player 

for the hall. Thank you. 

Diocese Capital Funding 
New Interactive Screens 

 
After the projector in Class 2 beamed its last, we looked 

into different solutions for the future, as projectors are 

expensive to run and the image can fade with the age of 

the bulb.  After speaking to a number of schools, we 

decided to invest in Promethean activpanels. The award-

winning ActivPanel is the premium interactive display for 

immersive learning, providing a tablet-like experience at 

the front of the classroom.  

 

Thanks to Diocese capital funding we have been able to 

install 2 screens so far in our end of key stage classrooms - 

2 and 6.  If you haven’t seen them, please have a look 

during the Christmas Fayre. 
 

Planning Consent 
‘Priory Hub’ 
 
This news is hot off the press.  We heard on Tuesday that our 

application to build a wooden lodge to provide an additional 

break-out space for nurture groups and intervention learning has 

been approved by the Christchurch Council. 

 

We are now working hard with Thermaspec, the contracted 

company, to plan the installation sometime in Spring 2019. 
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A rich broad and balanced curriculum 
Year 1 Toy Trip to Priest’s House Museum 
Year 4 Bright Lights Fantastic Finale  
 
Year 1 enjoyed a visit to the Priest’s House in Wimborne, where they compared toys 

past and present.  They each ended up making a traditional peg doll figure. 

 

Class 4 finished off their ‘Bright Lights, Big City’ project by inviting parents to see their 

programmed light show using the new ‘Crumble’ software.  It was encouraging to see 

the children showing off their coding skills. 

Priory Church Sewing Club 
Piano Cover 
 
You may have noticed that the back of the piano has 

been looking a bit worse for wear recently. A group of 

talented ladies from the Priory Church Sewing group 

kindly offered to make a cover for us. 

 

At the last Open The Book of the year yesterday, it 

was presented to the whole school.  Now, as the 

children come into the hall for Collective Worship, it 

will help remind everyone why we are meeting 

together. 

Worship Theme 
Advent 
 
‘ O  C o m e ,  O  C o m e , 
Emmanuel…’ 
 
This coming Sunday 

marks the start of the 

new church year, 

Advent.  It’s a time of 

looking forward and 

getting ready.  A time 

full of hope. 

 

Father John taught the 

children that the word  

Emmanuel means, ‘God 

with us’ and is one of 

the special names for 

Jesus.  He asked how we 

can show that we are 

standing beside others 

who might need our 

help. 

Postbox 
Christmas mail 
 
The school postbox is now ready to receive 

Christmas cards. 

Please ensure that the cards are addressed 

properly so our posties can deliver them to the 

right person. 

 First name 

 Surname (at least initial) 

 Class number 

Lassie Project 
 

In the new year, we are delighted that the Priory 

school will be working alongside 28 other 

schools in Bournemouth, Poole and Dorset on 

this project, hosted by Linwood special school in 

Bournemouth.  The project will provide free 

training and support to develop staff, so they can 

better cater for the needs of all pupils.  

Postbox 
Christmas mail 
 
The school postbox is now 

ready to receive Christmas 

cards. 

Please ensure that the cards are 

addressed properly so our 

posties can deliver them to the 

right person. 

 First name 

 Surname (at least initial) 

 Class number 
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over the past two weeks. They are: 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing: 

19th November 2018 

 

CLASS R: Olivia 

 

CLASS 1: Evan 

 

CLASS 2: Henry 

 

CLASS 3: Herbie 

 

CLASS 4: Sophia 

 

CLASS 5: Jemima 

 

CLASS 6: Ella 

 

Week Commencing:  

26th November 2018 

 

CLASS R: Lara 

 

CLASS 1: Daisy 

 

CLASS 2: Finley 

 

CLASS 3: Layla 

 

CLASS 4: Sophia, Mia, 

Oscar & David 

 

CLASS 5: Isabella 

 

CLASS 6: Sasha 

 
 ADMISSIONS TO THE 

PRIORY CE VA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Applications to join our Reception Class in September 2019 

must reach the local authority where you live by Monday 

14th January 2019. 

 

If you are submitting a supplementary information form to 

support your application, this must be signed by an 

authorised Church Official and returned to the School 

Office as soon as possible and before the deadline 

of midnight on Friday 11th January 2019 . 

 

 

For further information please see our website https://

prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/admissions/ 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER - 
WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

 

The children’s Christmas Lunch will be taking place on 

Wednesday 12th December, please see the menu opposite.  

 

 If you have already placed your child’s lunch order for a 

main or vegetarian option on the 12th December, this 

order will automatically transfer over to the Christmas 

Dinner menu. However,  there will be no picnic or jacket 

potato options available on our Christmas Dinner day. 

Therefore, if you have ordered a picnic or jacket potato 

lunch for the 12th December, please go online and amend 

the order, thank you.  

 

If you child doesn’t normally have a hot school meal but 

they would like to have the Christmas Dinner, please 

order via your account online at www.scopay.com 

 

Thank you.  

  

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 96.19% and this week’s attendance is 

94.39%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class R 98.56%  for the week ending 

22nd November and to Class 5 with 98.92% 

for week ending 29th November. 

Keep up the great work Classes R & 5.  
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Wednesday 5th December 9am-3pm 

9 - 11am 

7-8.30pm 

Class 6 Educational Visit - Beaulieu Victorian Christmas 

Image Theatre presents ‘The Selfish Giant’  

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 7th December  7-11pm FPS Christmas Party - The Olde George Inn 

Wednesday 12th December  

12pm-1.30pm 

7-8.30pm 

Christmas Jumper Day £1 donation to Save the Children 

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Friday 14th December 9am-10.45am 

10.15am-12pm 

2.30-3pm 

Class 5 - Christmas Journey 

Class 6 - Christmas Journey 

Classes R, 1 & 2 - Grandparents Sing-A-Long   

Monday 17th December  7-8.30pm Christmas (Adult) Choir Rehearsals 

Tuesday 18th December 6.30pm Nativity Service at The Priory Church 

 

Wednesday 19th December 1 - 3.15pm 

3pm-3.30pm 

5.30-6.30pm 

EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party and visit of Father Christmas 

Class 3 - Extreme Earth Museum 

Classes R, 1 & 2 - Bedtime Stories 

Thursday 20th December  11am-12pm 

1 - 3.15pm 

Priory Choir @ the Fleur De Lis Retirement Complex 

KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 21st December   1.40pm End of term - School Closes at 1.15pm 

24th December 2018 - 4th January 2019  Christmas Holiday 
Monday 7th January 2019   INSET DAY 

Tuesday 8th January  8.40am Spring Term Begins 

Friday 11th January 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Thursday 17th January 8.45am School Nurse Drop In Session 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.40pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.15pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.40pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:15pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

It is likely future holiday dates will be determined by the 

new Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council from 

this point, which as yet are unknown.  

 


