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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
  

Welcome back! I do hope you enjoyed a relaxing Christmas 

holiday and are now ready for the new year and the new 

term! 

 

We were straight in at the deep end on Wednesday with a 

whole school review by Dorset’s two senior school advisors.  

It was an encouraging visit.  They remain very pleased with 

our progress towards our school improvement targets.  Please 

do attend the School Conference on Tuesday 15th January 

(2.15—3.15pm) and (5.30—6.30pm), which is all about 

listening to your feedback and setting the school’s priorities 

for the next 12 months.  Please fill in the feedback sheet attached and return to school 

office by Monday 14th January.  

 

During our staff inset on Monday, all the teachers were reminded of the power of 

education to make a difference; to build confidence, to combat poverty and to reveal 

more of the world.  Our school motto ‘Learning together, aiming high’ remains the right 

one for us this year.   

Attendance - 
£50 Amazon Voucher Prize! 
 

Unfortunately, at the very end of term, our 

attendance figure dropped below the national 

standard of 96% to 95.6%.  I was very 

disappointed to discover that based on our 2016-17 

figures (which are very similar to our current ones), 

we had one the lowest % in the area (18th out of 

22 local schools in a 5 mile radius). 

 

I am so convinced of the link between attendance 

and performance at school, which does impact 

future life opportunities, that I am willing to offer an 

incentive to improve our attendance - a £50 

Amazon voucher.  This has kindly been donated by 

a parent. 

 

Any child with an attendance of 100% between Jan 

8th and Feb half-term will be entered into the prize 

draw & receive a special sticker.  The winner will be 

drawn at random in the final assembly. 

 

We will be coming up with a number of different 

ways to reward the majority of families who have a 

really good attendance record.  In our view, really 

good attendance is 97% or above and 124 children 

achieved that in Autumn. 

Worship Theme 
Fresh start: Rising after falling 
‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.’ Jeremiah 29 v11 

 

The message 

for our first 

worship 

together in 

2019, was 

making a fresh 

start.  We 

looked at some 

Olympians 

who initially 

failed, but then 

went on to 

triumph.  We 

thought about Mary’s experiences as a young 

mother - giving birth in a stable and then 

forced to flee to Egypt.  Even though life was 

difficult, she didn’t give up because God was 

with her.  He had a plan for her life.  The 

children were encouraged to keep trying at the 

things they find difficult. 
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Adverse Weather Procedure 
 

In the unlikelihood event that we experience another snowy winter, here is 

our adverse weather procedure. 

 

If it snows and the school remains open, please ensure children come to 

school with suitable footwear and a change of clothing e.g. wellington boots 

for playing in the snow, and a spare pair of shoes and gloves.  

 

If we do need to close the school, we will highlight any school closure on our website and Twitter feed. 

The Priory School will also be included on the Dorset County Council emergency closures page: 

https://mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/closedservices/Service/schools 

 

Local radio stations, including Heart FM, use this list to make regular announcements.  If possible, we 

will also email all parents.  

 

The decision to close the school is not an easy one, but the safety of our pupils and staff is paramount. 

We will closely monitor the weather forecasts, especially amber warnings like last year and endeavour to 

confirm any closures by 7.30am.  

 

Parents are asked to note that it may not be possible for staff to answer the telephone at these times and 

we would ask that you do not call the school. Checking the school/Dorset website and the Twitter feed 

for details of any closure is the preferred method of communication. 

Autumn Term House 
Winners - YORK 
 
One of our whole school systems to reward 

positive behaviour and pupil effort is house points.  

This has been a Priory tradition for a long time.  

Every Friday our Y6 prefects count all the points 

and the scores are announced and the trophy 

handed out to the winning team.   

 

We also track the scores over the term and then 

the winner is announced on the last day.  York 

were victorious this Autumn and the House 

captains decided that their 

reward should be a disco and 

party games.  This took place 

this afternoon, so if Mr 

Croutear and myself looked a 

little bit weary on the school 

gate at the end of the day - 

now you know the reason... 

Home Learning Projects to 
return (4th Feb - 5th Mar) 
 
By popular demand, the whole school will take a 

break from its regular home learning diet and from 

the 4th Feb to the 5th Mar there will be a special 

Home Learning project instead.  This is 

deliberately timetabled over Feb half-term, to 

enable those families that would like to spend 

more time on it to do so.   

 

The intention is that these projects are usually 

more topic based and creative than our usual core 

skills ones. 

 

Our home learning 

exhibition is on Friday 

8th March, starting at 

2.30pm 

The Priory Keep Safe Code 
 

“Please don’t do that.  I don’t like it!” 

 

If they don’t stop…Tell an adult! 
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Common Illnesses/Disease -  
Recommended Minimum Exclusion Times 

 

Having mentioned attendance, it is also important to stress that this is a time of year when there can be 

some nasty viruses and bugs around.  Please do keep your child off school for these minimum exclusion 

periods so we can keep other children and staff free from infection. 

A parent noted that the following website (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-

protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases), is very 

helpful.  I would like to highlight that the recommended exclusion period for a bout of sickness and/or 

diarrhoea is usually 48 hours. 
 
 

 
Most common childhood illnesses/disease  Minimal Exclusion Period  

Antibiotics Prescribed  First day at home if a new antibiotic regime  

Temperature i.e. 39°C +  If sent home ill, child must be off for 24 hours  

Vomiting  If sent home ill, child must be off for at least 

24 hours (recommend 48 hours) and must be 

able to eat and drink as normal before com-

ing back to School. 

Diarrhoea  If sent home ill, child must be off for at least 

24 hours (recommend 48 hours) and must be 

able to eat and drink as normal before com-

ing back to School. 

Conjunctivitis  After 24 hours of medical treatment or eyes 

remain clear  

Scarlet Fever & Streptococcal infection 

of the throat  

Until appropriate medical treatment has been 

given & usually at least 3 days from start of 

treatment  

Impetigo  Until the skin has healed  

Pediculosis (lice)  Until appropriate treatment is given  

Ringworm of the scalp  Until cured  

Ringworm of body  Seldom necessary to exclude provided treat-

ment is being given  

Scabies  Need not be excluded once appropriate treat-

ment has been given  

Measles  At least 5 days from onset of rash  

Chickenpox  Until all spots are dried  

Threadworm  Seldom necessary to exclude provided treat-

ment is being given  
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 ADMISSIONS TO THE PRIORY CE 

VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Applications to join our Reception Class in 

September 2019 must reach the local authority 

where you live by Monday 14th January 2019. 

 

If you are submitting a 

supplementary information form to support your 

application, this must be signed by an authorised Church 

Official and returned to the School Office as soon as 

possible and before the deadline of midnight on Friday 11th 

January 2019 . 

 

 

For further information please see our website https://

prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/admissions/ 

 

 

 DO YOU HAVE ANY UNWANTED 

KITCHEN ROLLS? 

Class R would like your unwanted 

kitchen roll tubes to enable them to 

make rockets for their Space topic. 

Please hand them into Class R or the 

School Office by Friday 18th January 

2019. 

                    Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 GUITAR LESSONS 

Mr Dunwoody teaches the guitar, in school, every 

Wednesday between 1pm-3pm. If your child is interested in 

learning how to play the guitar, please email 

redhotblueguitar@gmail.com for more information.   

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM - SPRING TERM 2019 

I announced our fantastic new Head boy and Head girl at our Beginning of 

Term Service, today. They are, Ben and Isla and they will be such good role 

models for our School. Supporting them are our new Prefect team of 

Bethany, Daisy, Alfie, Sasha, Christopher and Ella. Together, they are 

responsible for helping the children get ready for learning after playtimes and 

before Collective Worship.  They also collect and record the team house 

points and present the Caretaker’s Cup each week - they are ambassadors for 

our school.  

I must also say thank you and well done to our outgoing Head Boy (Seb), Head Girl (Mya) and Prefects who did 

a wonderful job last term - thank you and well done.  
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2018-19 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Tuesday 15th January 2.15-3.15pm School Conference - Led by Mr Ruffle in the School Hall  

Thursday 17th January 8.45am School Nurse Drop In Session 

Wednesday 6th February  2.15-3.15pm Talk4Writing Parent Workshop - Led by Mr Croutear 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Friday 8th March 2.30pm Home Learning Exhibition 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.15pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.15pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.15pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:15pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

 


