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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
  

Many thanks to those of you who responded to our school conference questionnaire.  

The feedback we have received has been constructive and really helpful in formulating 

our next steps.  It is so helpful, listening to what both you and the children are saying 

about our school.  Much of it has been very encouraging, but there are also areas which 

we will need to revisit over the coming weeks.   

 

One of these relates to the importance of recognising the achievements of our ‘always’ 

children.  Prior to this conference, I had presumed we were doing that well, so we are 

going to redouble our efforts!  As you know, every day, children from each class who 

have shown great learning behaviours and get onto ’gold’, are chosen to go on the 

golden pot and receive a special Headteacher’s sticker.  They are also allowed the 

privilege of sitting on a chair during worship!  

 

If they earn the golden pot three times in a term, they achieve a prize.  

Starting next week, we are also going to record every time a child gets 

on gold.  The top two children in each class will be invited to a Mad 

Hatter’s tea party just before Easter to enjoy cupcakes, mini eggs and 

other healthy / allergy-friendly treats.   

 

Dr Yeap Ban Har (one of the authors of our Maths No Problem scheme) 

says, “I can’t always promise to agree, but I will always listen to what 

you have to say.”  

 

I hope I am able to apply that principle to school leadership.   

Worship Theme 
Too Much Selfie isn’t Healthy 

 

Mark 12 v31 ‘Love your neighbour as yourself!’ 

 

Our third Heartsmart theme of the year centres around 

generosity.  A healthy heart is a one that cares for 

others. 

 

In worship this week, the children were encouraged to 

‘Listen up, Look up and Look out!’  We tried to unpack 

the importance of spending face to face time with 

people and turning off our screens. 

 

We want our school to be 

the most #unselfie school 

around!  None of us has 

got it all together, but all 

together we’ve got it! 

Parent Workshop 
How we teach writing at 
the Priory School 
 

We introduced Talk 4 Writing in all years 

in September 2018 -but what is it? 

 

On Wednesday 6th February 2.15pm - 

3.15pm, Mr Croutear will be leading a 

parent workshop to explain the ‘Talk 4 

Writing’ approach and how you can get 

involved at home to support your child.  

You will even hear a performance from 

year 5 of their ‘imitation’ text.  All are 

invited. 

 

A booklet briefly explaining Talk 4 Writing 

is attached 

alongside this 

newsletter 

for those 

unable to 

attend. 
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The Priory School Learning Heroes 
 

Our learning heroes have 

now been with us for a year.   

 

These characters help the 

children to understand the 

learning behaviours which we 

feel are so important in our 

curriculum.   

 

It is these behaviours which 

we try to celebrate with our 

ladder of learning reward 

chart and in our Friday 

Celebration worship with our 

‘Learners of the Week’.   

 

This slide is from the school 

conference presentation, 

where the new curriculum 

design was explained in more 

detail.  A version of the 

presentation can be found on 

our school website under 

‘Latest news’. 
 

Sport News 
Y5 and 6 Football Tournament 
 

We don’t want to get carried away, but our boys’ football 

team won a match and scored some great goals in this 

week’s Christchurch tournament.  Well done to Highcliffe 

Primary  School who were the eventual winners.  Thanks to 

Mr Major (you needed a waistcoat) and Mrs Miller for 

organising the team. 
 
 
Swimming gala 
 
We are very proud of our swimmers this year as, overall, we  were 

runners up in the Christchurch swimming gala!  What a tremendous 

achievement.  On the left is a picture of all the children who scored 

points for the team in their individual or relay events.  Thanks to 

Mrs Sibbald and Mr Holloway for accompanying them. 

The Priory Keep Safe Code 
 

“Please don’t do that.  I don’t like it!” 

 

If they don’t stop…Tell an adult! 

 

Stop bullying means, ‘Start Telling Other People!’ 

Ruby Resilience – resilience 
‘I can’t do it…yet’ 

Ralph the Risk taker – risk-taking  
‘I’ll have a go…’

Team Bee – collaboration 
‘Together we can…’ 

Winston the Wise Owl – problem solving 
‘I love a challenge!’

Sparky the unicorn – creativity
‘Is there a different way?’

Dotty the Dolphin – communication

Ingredient 3: Promoting learning behaviours
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Activity Passport Working group 
 

Over Christmas, the Government published an interesting project to 

enrich schools’ curriculum.  Inspired by the National Trust’s 50 

things to do before you’re 11 3/4 publication, Damian Hinds, the 

Secretary of State for Education has suggested that schools develop 

their own ‘activity passport’ to value ‘life in all its fullness' e.g. 

building dens, writing a play or cooking a meal.   

 

At the school conference I shared that with a working party of 

children, parents and staff (chaired by Mr Swain, who is passionate 

about a broad and balanced curriculum) could review the 

Government’s suggested 20 activities for each year group and 

develop our own unique ones.  Some of these could be done as part of the school’s curriculum and some 

of these could be done at home.  I anticipate the  job could be finished in an afternoon, so If you would 

like to get involved, please reply to the school office and a date will be arranged after half-term. 

School Council 
New playground equipment 
 

The first batch of the School Council’s playground 

order has arrived this morning.     
 

 

 

Priory activity passports
     Date: 

1. Take part in a debate     
      

2. Learn something new about your local area     
      

3. Learn to moon walk     
      

4. Make and launch an air powered rocket     
      

5. Use an OS map     
      

6. Go orienteering     
      

7. Do a blind folded taste test     
      

8. Write a story for the Reception class     
      

9. Make a large scale model     
      

10. Visit a science laboratory     
      

11. Write a play     
      

12. Experience a Victorian school room     
      

13. Put on a performance     
      

14. Make papier mache planets     
      

15. Climb something that is taller than you     
      

16. Walk to the top of a hill     
      

17. Write in hieroglyphics     
      

18. Pick litter in your local area     
      

19. Plan and cook a meal     
      

20. Design and make an electric model     

 

Dropping off in the school 
car park 
 

Please can I gently remind parents not to drive 

into the school car park to drop off in the 

morning.  We really appreciate a number of 

Y6 parents bringing their children to school 

early for booster groups, but the main 

entrance to the car park must not be blocked.  

Staff are coming and going in the morning, 

especially at the moment with all the extra 

meetings relating to the BCP transition! 

Eco Committee 
P o l l i n a t i o n 
Garden 
 

The eco-committee have a 

number of projects on the go at the moment.  

One of them is to build a pollination garden 

around the new PE shed and Hub. 

 

We are very grateful 

to Haskins garden 

centre who have 

agreed to provide all 

of the compost for 

the project and 

MacPenny ’ s  fo r 

donating a large 

number of flowering 

plants. 

Music 
New tambourine club 
 

We have record numbers of children in the choir 

and extra ukulele and recorder clubs starting. 

In addition Mrs Clapcott has offered to run a 

tambourine club every Wednesday lunchtime, 

focusing on rhythm and fun.  They will perform at 

the end of each half-term in one of our worship 

times.  This FREE club is primarily aimed at younger 

children in YR to Y3. 

 

If you would like your child to be involved, please 

sign up in the school office.  Places will be offered 

on a first come, first served basis.  

Time out for Parents - Parenting in the Primary Years 
I have heard such positive reports about this parenting course and it is being repeated again this term.  

Weekly Thursday sessions (1 – 3 pm) start next week on 31st January to the 14th March at Twynham 

Primary School.  The full course only costs £10. 

 To book, contact Verity Palmer at Twynham Primary School on 01202 495744  
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over the past two weeks. They are: 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing: 

14th January 2019 

 

CLASS R: James 

 

CLASS 1: Olivia 

 

CLASS 2: Harley 

 

CLASS 3: Chloe & Billie 

 

CLASS 4: Mia & Jewells 

 

CLASS 5: Harvey 

 

CLASS 6: Matthew 

 

Week Commencing:  

21st January 2019 

 

CLASS R: Abby 

 

CLASS 1: Jonah 

 

CLASS 2: Beau 

 

CLASS 3: Hannah 

 

CLASS 4: Georgina 

 

CLASS 5: Melanie & 

Jemima 

 

CLASS 6: Alice 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 95.77% and this week’s attendance is 

93.96%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 1 with 98.67%  for the week 

ending 17th January and again with 97% for 

week ending 24th January. 

 

Keep up the great work Class 1.  

 

 

 

 GUITAR LESSONS 

Mr Dunwoody teaches the guitar, in school, every 

Wednesday between 1pm-3pm. If your child is interested in 

learning how to play the guitar, please email 

redhotblueguitar@gmail.com for more information.   

 

Pure Drama 

Pure Drama is a local drama club who have 

recently opened classes in Druitt Hall. 

They have offered to give The Priory School 

pupils a discounted rate on their classes. Please 

quote “Priory Discount” at the time of booking 

to receive the rate of £5 a session. 

Please see the attached flyer for details. 



Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Sports days to be confirmed   

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

Thursday 20th June 6—7.30pm New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm tbc Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.15pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:15pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

 

Date  Time Event 
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2019 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 

however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Wednesday 30th January 6.30pm-8pm FPS Meeting in Class 6 -  ALL WELCOME 

Wednesday 6th February  2.15-3.15pm Talk4Writing Parent Workshop - Led by Mr Croutear 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Friday 8th March 2.30pm Home Learning Exhibition 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

1.15pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

End of term - School Closes at 1.15pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 


