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Rationale – the ingredients of our unique curriculum 
 
Children’s learning is the central purpose of everything connected with the Curriculum.  Helping children 
learn – academically, socially, spiritually, morally, emotionally, and physically – is the only real purpose of 
schools.  We believe authentic relationships and high expectations are the key to a rapidly improving school. 
 

1. A values centred approach 
 

At the Priory Primary School, we recognise that our core values of love, respect, forgiveness and aspiration 
shape and inspire our curriculum.  We want to love our neighbour as we love ourselves.  We want to respect 
other people’s ideas and culture.  We want to learn from our mistakes and continually improve without fear.  
We want to be known for high standards.  Therefore alongside promoting fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance, our broad and balanced 
curriculum seeks to foster ‘character’ as well as ability. 
 
Our unique curriculum has 4 main aims, leading to 10 outstanding outcomes. 
 
Our aims: 

 To prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life summed up by 
the phrase ‘laying the foundation for life’ 

 To value knowledge and ideas beyond our borders and culture summed up by the phrase ‘sharing 
the very best of what has been thought and said’  

 To promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills summed up by the 
phrase ‘to be the best we can be’ 

 To celebrate our unique setting as a coastal church school in the heart of historic Christchurch, an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. 
 

Our intended outcomes: 
 Excellence & Enjoyment 
 Literate & Numerate 
 Confident & Compassionate 
 Independent & Collaborative 
 Responsible & Respectful 

 
2. Promoting Learning Behaviours 

 
The school is continuing to embed the use of our Learning Behaviours, focusing on teaching children how 
to be good learners. 
   
Ruby Resilience (bubble fish)  – resilience and perseverance ‘I can’t do it…yet’ (introduced Sept 17) 
 
Ralph the Risk taker (lion)   – risk taking and courage ‘I’ll have a go…’ (introduced Dec 17) 
 
Team Bee    - collaboration and teamwork ‘Together we can…’ (introduced Mar 
18) 
 
Sparky the unicorn    – creativity 
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Dot the Dolphin    – communication 
 
Winston the Wise Owl   – problem solving 
 

3) Our Powerful Learning Principles – The Famous 5 
 
To help plan and deliver a powerful curriculum, we have adopted 5 key principles.  These allow teachers to 
use their own judgement and strengths when planning, but also create a consistency of approach across the 
whole school. 
 

a) A sense of significance 
We believe learning is most powerful when children see its relevance and importance.  It has to matter to 
them.  As such learning is based around meaningful real life contexts.  Where possible we use hooks (or 
brilliant beginnings) to engage the children in the subject they are studying.  There is a coherence across 
subjects, with in many cases a golden thread running through the half-term units. 
 

b) A sense of clarity 
We believe learning is most powerful when it is clear to children what they are learning and what ‘good’ 
looks like.  We use consistent language across our school for learning intentions and success criteria.  We are 
developing toolkits in writing to support our learning.  Lessons are linked to National Curriculum 
expectations. 
 

c) A sense of challenge 
We believe learning is most powerful when children are challenged and stretched in their thinking.  We are 
developing a mastery approach to Maths, using Maths No Problem! where children move through each 
lesson from fluency to problem solving and reasoning.  We will be developing hot and cold tasks so progress 
can be clearly demonstrated. 
 

d) A sense of ownership 
Children share responsibility for their learning with their teachers, parents and carers.  The proportion of 
responsibility each bears will depend on the age and characteristics of the children.  Nevertheless, learning 
is constructed in such a way that, by the end of the primary years, children begin to see and experience the 
potential for taking responsibility for their own learning and choosing their own level of challenge.  We are 
developing child friendly assessment toolkits in writing and Maths and looking to develop journaling in 
Maths.  They can identify their strengths and where they need to target their own efforts to improve.   
 

e) Active Learning 
Powerful learning takes place when learners are actively involved, not passive.  We encourage pupils to 
participate in lessons through discussion, use of mini-whiteboards, no hands-up and targeted questioning.  
We are mindful of the length of our ‘teacher inputs’ and keen to develop a healthy pace to our lessons.  We 
are mindful of children sitting for too long and we recognise that a healthy, active body leads to a healthy, 
active mind.   
 
The cpa approach in Maths ensures that less able pupils are always able to use concrete resources to support 
their learning.  In English we will be developing talk4writing principles so all pupils orally rehearse their own 
writing.   
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Summary 
Our values, our learning behaviours and our famous five are the key ingredients in our curriculum.   
 
We believe in a board and balanced curriculum, so while we focus on the core skills of reading, writing and 
Maths, we also strive to maintain high quality learning in the Sciences, the Arts, Computing and Sport.  
 

Implementation 
Our curriculum takes into account end of year expectations in the National Curriculum which clearly define 
what children should be capable of for their age. These end of year expectations consist of key concepts, key 
areas of knowledge and skill in different subjects.  
 
Teachers continually assess children’s understanding and mastery of these key concepts, knowledge and 
skills through a range of assessment opportunities. Teachers make use of ongoing formative assessment to 
plan effective, differentiated lessons at appropriate levels. 
 
In Early Years Foundation Stage (that is for children in Reception class, up the age of 5), the school plans 
activities and content around the 7 areas of learning defined in the Early Learning Goals as set out in the 
statutory framework for the early years foundation stage. 
• Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich 
language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and 
listen in a range of situations.  
• Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and 
to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the 
importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.  
• Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of 
themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills 
and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 
confidence in their own abilities.  
• Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and 
write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 
materials) to ignite their interest.  
• Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, 
understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe 
shapes, spaces, and measures.  
• Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the 
environment.  
• Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and 
materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and 
feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.  
In Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2 (children above the age of 5, in classes 1 to 6) the school follows the National 
Curriculum learning outcomes.  These are covered by programmes of study in the following subjects.  
 

 Key stage 1 Key stage 2 

Age 5 – 7 7 – 11 
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 Key stage 1 Key stage 2 

Year groups 1 – 2 3 – 6 

 

Core subjects 

  

English   

Mathematics   

Science   

 

Foundation subjects 

  

Art and design   

Computing    

Design and technology   

Languages  
(St. Luke’s have chosen to teach French) 

  

Geography   

History   

Music   

Physical education   

 
Single year group planning  
With support from subject leaders and senior colleagues, staff plan to cover the full range of subjects and 
expectations for that particular year group over the academic year.  
 
PSHE and Sex and Relationships Education 
As recommended in the National Curriculum, the school makes provision for personal, social, health and 
economic education (PSHE), drawing on good practice.  In May 2018 we introduced jigsaw resources to 
support our PSHE lessons.  See the SRE policy for further details. 
 
Religious Education 
As a church of England school, we value and are committed to high quality teaching of R.E.  
 
The school follows the ‘Understanding Christianity’ syllabus and uses a mixture of ‘Discovery’ and ‘Living 
Difference’ for the teaching of other religions. See the R.E. policy for further details.  
 
Assessment for Learning(A4L) 
In line with the national agenda and the 2015 Commission on Assessment with no Levels report, the school 
has developed its own system of assessment.  Please refer to the Assessment Policy for further details.  

Monitoring and evaluation 

 The policy will be reviewed as part of the schools monitoring cycle. 

 

Discussed by the teaching staff:  

Discussed by the Governing Body:  
 


