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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
  

We had a really productive Friends of Priory School meeting on Wednesday 30th 

January, when we met to discuss spending plans for the next 12 months - always one of 

my favourite meetings!  I shared the various pressures that we are facing as a school, 

which will mean a reduced income in 2019-20.  This highlights how incredibly grateful 

we are to FPS and the money raised, because we are so dependent on it!   

 

I shared that our Hub classroom should finally be going ahead over 

February half-term, using a Healthy Schools grant which we were 

awarded in the summer.  Please take care next week when collecting 

your child, as building materials will be arriving on site.  I would like to 

thank Anthony Tilley of Bespoke4Business and the company Prokil Ltd 

for ensuring this project is able to go ahead.  They have been extremely generous and 

open-hearted. 

 

We are planning to use our capital budget this year to improve our IT 

infrastructure.  Over Easter we are replacing our ageing server and 

upgrading all our wireless access points.   This will mean greater capacity 

to use IT in the classrooms.  During the meeting, FPS decided to purchase 

16 new chrome books and a charging cabinet.  Finally we will have a 

class set! Mr Croutear can’t wait to introduce ‘Google Classroom’ and 

Scratch 3.0 to the children. 

 

FPS also remain committed to completing the outdoor provision project.  

We are investigating plans to redesign our playground markings, including 

marking out our daily run track.  FPS have also agreed to purchase more 

playground equipment, following the successful introduction of the skies, 

wheelie boards, diablos and stilts recently.  

 

On behalf of the children, thank you FPS!  Please do support the disco coming up! 

Worship Value: Generosity 
God loves a cheerful giver 

 

2 Corinthians 9 v6-7 ‘God loves people who love to 

give.’ 

In a timely worship last week, 

some of our y6 children 

performed a short play about 

giving.  One of them had been 

on a sponsored bike ride and we 

saw how each of the sponsors 

reacted when they had to pay 

up.  Some of them were very 

reluctant!   

 

We learnt that God has been so generous to us, in giving 

us his son Jesus.  He loves it when we are generous to 

others.   

Parent Workshop 
How we teach writing at 
the Priory School 
 

This workshop about 

Talk4Writing should have been called 

Croak4Writing as Mr Croutear battled his 

sore throat to talk about how we are 

changing our English teaching.   

 

The highlight of the workshop was 

listening to Class 5 and Class R retell their 

‘imitation’ texts.  We were all enthralled 

by the extract from ‘The Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase’ and impressed by the 

children’s ability to remember difficult 

language.  How vexatious! 
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Presentation and Handwriting 
 

In a recent book monitoring, we really noticed the 

link between quality writing and neat handwriting.  

Mr Swain is a passionate advocate of this (in fact our 

Y6 writing books were praised by Dorset’s external 

advisors) and he has launched a new handwriting 

competition.  Winning pieces of work will be put on 

a new writing display each term and celebrated in the 

newsletter.  We have refreshed our handwriting advice to parents and I have included a summary here.   

 

Letter Formation  

It is important that children are taught correct formation from the start, and that teachers and parents 

both do the same thing. When helping your child with letter formation, please make sure you form the 

letters as shown below.  

 

Upper and Lower Case Letters (Capital and small letters)  

When helping your child with letter formation in the early stages, focus on lower case letters. To begin 

with, only introduce capital letters for the first letter of names. Explain that we do not normally use 

capitals within words.  Later on, when children are beginning to write in sentences, encourage them to 

use capital letters at the beginning, and for the first letter of names of people and places.  

 

Progression at School  

Much of our handwriting practice is linked with the teaching of sounds and spelling. In Reception class 

children are taught to print and from Year 1, Summer term, they commence to join their writing. 

Children learn the formation of individual letters as they learn the sounds they make during daily phonics 

teaching sessions.  

When children have been introduced to all the letters of the alphabet, and when their hand-control is 

sufficiently developed, they will begin to join letters in simple two-letter words. They will then progress 

to longer words, linked with spelling patterns.  

Note: Capital letters are not joined. X is not joined.  All other letters are joined.  

 

Writing Equipment  

Children need a varied selection of tools and materials to experiment with. They will benefit from using 

paper of different textures, shapes and sizes, both lined and unlined, pencils of different thickness and 

colours, pens, felt pens, paintbrushes, chalks and crayons. They can be encouraged to form letters with 

play-dough or plasticine and in sand.  As children begin to write more fluently, the majority of their 

work in school will be done in pencil or a pen with blue ink.  

Children who have developed neat, legible and joined handwriting will be encouraged to use a pen for 

most of their written work.  This usually happens towards during Years 3/4. 

 

Left-handed Children  

It helps to remember that left-

handed children have different 

needs from right-handers.  

Children need to see what 

they are writing. They should 

sit where elbows do not bump 

right-handers and where they 

are not in their own shadow. 

Encourage them to hold their 

writing tool away from the 

point so that their thumb does 

not get in the way. It also 

helps to use free-flowing pens 

that don’t smudge.  

Particular care should be taken 

with anti-clockwise letters in 

the letter family: c, o, d, g, q, 

e. 

 

If this guidance gives you any 

concerns, or you would like more information on how you can help, please speak to your class teacher 

in the first instance.  
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Activity Passport Working group 
 

Thank you for all those who expressed an interest.  Mr Swain will be leading 

this working group and the provisional time of Friday 29th March 2 - 3pm 

has been arranged. 

 

Please contact the office if you would like to attend. 
 

Litter Assembly 
 

On Tuesday 5th February , we enjoyed an assembly 

presented by the New Forest National Park 

Authority entitled “What if…?” which imagined 

what the Forest and its coast might be like if all the 

creatures ate food wrapped in plastic packaging.  

 

The assembly also showed the children how they 

can help to keep the Forest clean and plastic-free.  

 

 

Priory activity passports
     Date: 

1. Take part in a debate     
      

2. Learn something new about your local area     
      

3. Learn to moon walk     
      

4. Make and launch an air powered rocket     
      

5. Use an OS map     
      

6. Go orienteering     
      

7. Do a blind folded taste test     
      

8. Write a story for the Reception class     
      

9. Make a large scale model     
      

10. Visit a science laboratory     
      

11. Write a play     
      

12. Experience a Victorian school room     
      

13. Put on a performance     
      

14. Make papier mache planets     
      

15. Climb something that is taller than you     
      

16. Walk to the top of a hill     
      

17. Write in hieroglyphics     
      

18. Pick litter in your local area     
      

19. Plan and cook a meal     
      

20. Design and make an electric model     

 

Uniform 
 

At the Priory School, we 

encourage all children to take a 

pr ide in the ir  genera l 

appearance and wear correct 

school uniform.  

 

During the recent cold snap we 

have lost uniform (especially 

gloves) which has not been 

labelled; please help us to ensure we can 

return any mislaid items as quickly as possible 

by clearly labelling clothing and shoes. 

 

Stevensons, our uniform supplier, have been in 

touch to say they have lots of our navy 

reversible coats on sale at the moment (£25) 

and these can be worn on top of school PE kit, 

if particularly cold. 

  

Outdoor P.E. takes place throughout the year 

in all schools and as the weather gets colder, it 

is important that children are warm as they 

exercise. They may also wear a tracksuit 

instead of shorts if they wish; girls who wear 

tights need to remember socks!  

 
 
 

 

 

Office Opening times 
 

Our small Office team are very stretched at the 

moment, as they prepare for the transition to the 

new Local Authority.  We have to open new bank 

accounts and make new arrangements with our 

suppliers.  We also need to review many of our 

operational systems and procedures. 

In order to help us, please try to minimise 

unnecessary interruptions between 9.30am and 

2.30pm, especially dropping off PE kits, lunchboxes 

or musical instruments.  Valuable time is wasted 

every day delivering forgotten equipment.   

 

Thank you for your co-operation and 

understanding. 
 
 
 
 

 

P.E. and Games Kit 
 

 T-shirt in house colour  

 Black Shadow Striped Shorts 

 Long Black Socks 

 Long sleeved Navy Polo with 

School Logo on it, worn in 

Winter months and for Team 
events 

 Trainers 

 Plain Black Jogging Pants may 

be worn during Winter 

months 
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over the past two weeks. They are: 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

Week Commencing: 

28th January 2019 

 

CLASS R: Mila 

 

CLASS 1: Bobbie 

 

CLASS 2: Lily 

 

CLASS 3: Mabelle 

 

CLASS 4: Lucas 

 

CLASS 5: Lola 

 

CLASS 6: Christopher 

 

Week Commencing:  

4th February 2019 

 

CLASS R: Moses 

 

CLASS 1: Ted 

 

CLASS 2: Riley & 

Thomas 

 

CLASS 3: Betsy 

 

CLASS 4: Emma 

 

CLASS 5: Evie 

 

CLASS 6:Daniel 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 95.76% and this week’s attendance is 

96.05%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 1 with 98.33%  for the week 

ending 31st January and Class 2 with 100% for 

week ending 7th February. 

 

Keep up the great work classes 1 & 2.  

 

 SPECIAL MENUS -  

14th & 27th February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kitchen have arranged for two special hot 

school meal menus during February. These menus 

will be taking place on; Thursday 14th 

February,  with a 'Make a new friend on St 

Valentine's Day' menu and on Wednesday 27th 

February, with a special 'Pasty Day' menu. Both 

menus have been uploaded online, to your 

Scopay account. 

  

If you have already placed your child's lunch 

order for a main or vegetarian option on the 

14th and/or 27th February, this order will 

automatically transfer over to the new Special 

menus. We are still offering the picnic lunch and 

jacket potato options on both these days. 

  

If you child doesn't normally have a hot school 

meal but they would like to have the Special 

menus, please order via your account online at 

www.scopay.com. 

 
Help Required - Sunday 

10th February  
 

Mr Diggins, our site manager, is asking if any 

parents are free this Sunday morning to help with 

ground works, in preparation for our new 

outdoor Hub classroom. 

 

If you can spare some time on Sunday, please 

arrive between 9am and 9.30am and please 

bring a spade, shovel or wheelbarrow.  

 

Thank you.  
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Spring & Summer Key Dates 2019 
 

Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, 
however they may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our 

control.  Please follow us on Twitter for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event 

Tuesday 12th February 9am-3.30pm Class 5 Trip - Fishbourne Palace, Chichester 

Thursday 14th February  4pm-5.30pm 

6pm-7.30pm 

KS1 Disco 

KS2 Disco 

Friday 15th February From 3pm Class 4 - Amazon Adventure Rainforest display learning 

to parents 

18
th
 February – 22nd February    Half Term Week 

Monday 4th March 8.15am-3.45pm Class 4 Trip - Northe Fort Leaving at 8.15am prompt. 

Thursday 7th March All day World Book day (dress up as book character) 

Friday 8th March 2.30pm Home Learning Exhibition 

Monday 11th March 3.30—7pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 12th March 3.30—6.30pm Parent consultation evening 

Tuesday 19th March 9am-12pm Class 5 - Level 1 Bikability Training 

Wednesday 27th March  6.30pm FPS Meeting - To be held in Class 6, All Welcome 

Wednesday 3rd April Time TBC Spring Gala Concert 

Friday 5
th
 April  9.45am 

10.45am 

1.15pm  

Easter Service at the Priory Church 

Easter Bonnet Parade and coffee in the School Hall 

End of term - School Closes at 1.15pm 

8th April - 22nd April 2019  Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April   Summer Term Begins 

Friday 26th April 9.45am Beginning of term service at the Priory Church 

Monday 6th May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 


