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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
  

As we ended the Spring term with the amazing ‘Gala Concert’ and Easter service, so it’s 

been an action-packed start to the new summer term.   This newsletter is full of sporting  

and eco updates, but a particular highlight for me was the beginning of term service at 

the Priory Church last Friday.  The children's conduct and behaviour throughout was 

impeccable.  Our new Head boy and girl are Jacob and Robyn and I know they will be 

fantastic ambassadors for the values of our school. 

 

Sticking with the behaviour theme, the Headteacher’s tea party, which was also held in 

the last week of Spring term, celebrated the fantastic effort of our ‘always’ children.  The 

teachers have been recording who gets onto ‘gold’ most frequently for displaying great 

learning behaviours and the top boy and girl from each class were invited to the Hub.  It 

was so enjoyable that we plan to do something 

similar at the end of the summer term. 

 

 

 

  

Worship Value: Justice 
 

Isaiah 1 v17 “Learn to live right. 

See that justice is done.”  

 

We have started to 

think about our new 

worship value for this 

term—justice.  Heidi  

told the story about 2 

brothers who each 

sacrificed something 

they owned for the sake 

of the other in order to 

make life fairer.  

 

We were reminded of 

Jesus’ sacrifice for us at 

Easter. 

https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk|office@theprioryschool.org | Tel: 01202 484195 | @PrioryCEPrimary 

Tag Rugby 
Year 3 & 4 Festival 
 

Our reputation for producing talented tag 

rugby teams 

continues as 

the Year 3 & 4 

team won 5 

out of their 6 

fixtures at the 

tag rugby 

festival this 

week.  Thanks 

t o  M r 

Croutear for 

his coaching 

during Friday 

lunchtimes! 
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School Ski team 
ISA Indoor Ski Championships 
 
On Monday 29

th
 April, the Priory school had 5 representatives 

racing at the 2019 ISA Indoor Ski Championships, held at Hemel 

Hempstead Snow Centre: Max, Georgina, David, William and 

George.  There were over 200 competitors from across the 

nation, competing on 2 courses, for boys and girls.  

  

The race involves 2 timed runs down a slalom course of 

alternating red and blue poles - the run with the best time is the 

one that counts.  

 

The Priory ski team did exceptionally well and we even ended up with a Priory representative on the 

podium! Georgina won bronze in the girls race for her age group.  Overall the Priory ski team came a 

very respectable 5
th
 place in the mixed category.  Well done team!   

For a list of the full results see here: https://gbski.com/competition.php?ID=540  

  

    

Inspired and want to get involved? 

If you know of a keen skier at the Priory who would like to get involved and be ready to compete in 

the ISA race next year, some race training and experience is recommended.  For training, please find 

out more information at Team Snowtrax (www.teamsnowtrax.co.uk).  The club holds a number of 

interclub races at the slope and is also involved in the Southern Region Race League.  There are also a 

number of local school ski events including a number at Southampton Ski Slope, which can be entered 

by individual participants or as a team if enough from school are keen to enter – to find out more see 

(https://www.skisasa.co.uk).  For in school contact, speak to Samantha Halstead. 

 

School Y4 Swimming team 
Christchurch and Bournemouth Gala 
 

On Thursday 3rd May, the Priory Year 4 Swimming Team attended the Bournemouth and 

Christchurch Gala, under the watchful eye of Mrs Sibbald.  This is always a keenly contested affair and 

while we didn’t win any medals we were competitive in every race and finished a respectable 12th 

overall.  Well done to Emma, William, Georgina, Lucas, Ella, Riley, Jewells, Seyma, David, Max, 

Charlie and Immi.  

https://gbski.com/competition.php?ID=540
https://www.skisasa.co.uk
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FPS Update (Including News on the Hub Wish-List)  
 
FPS held a spend and review meeting on Tuesday 30th April and the news was really encouraging.  The 

gala raised £800, so that is the amount allocated to purchasing new music resources in school including 

lots more ukuleles!  FPS also confirmed the purchase of 16 chrome books to ensure we now have a class 

set and 4 lego wedos for coding.  We hope to bring them into operation soon.   

 

I was also able to update the committee on how generous our school community have been towards 

the Hub wishlist.  We have already received a beanbag, laptop, bubble towers and the money to buy 

another sofa to name but a few!  Wow!   

 

I would just like to say a huge thank you to everybody for your support and I hope you can see that we 

are trying to spend your gifts wisely.  It’s not too late to contribute if you would still like to do so. 

 

The rest of the meeting was spent thinking about the Summer Fayre on Friday 21st June.  This key event 

in the school’s calendar is not only an important fund raiser but it also brings the school community 

together and provides special memories for the children. 

Eco Update 
 
The eco committee continues to be busy & productive, with the support of Mr Diggins.  News of our 

various projects has reached Winchester Diocese and they are coming to do a report on the school next 

week.  We have received our wheelbarrows to enter the Stewarts competition later in the summer and 

already installed the new water cooler, ready for use with the new Priory water bottle. 

The initial bottle orders will be going in next week, so don’t forget to order one on scopay before it’s 

too late (the deadline has been extended to tie in with our Eco-Day on Friday 10th May!). 

 

Eco Day 

The Eco-committee have decided to run an Eco Day next Friday 10th May.  For a donation of £1, 

children will be allowed to wear green clothing, or mufti clothes with an environmentally-friendly 

theme.  All the money raised will go towards the development of the new pollination and sensory 

garden area by the side of the new PE shed.  We need: 

 5/6 wooden pallets for our ‘Bug Hotel’ 

 ‘Clean’ timber for planters (plus liner & top soil) 

 Bird feeders / boxes 

 Canes and/or wooden trellis for climbing plants 

 Any ‘sensory’ plants  

 

We are also buying some new den building equipment, so the children can make their own shelters at 

playtimes.  The theme for the day is ‘Fumes or Futures’ and it is based on the linked Christian aid 

resource: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/schools/fumes-or-futures  

 

We realise there is a clash for Class 1 because they are also involved in a mini Christchurch Singing 

Festival in the morning, run by Twynham music department.  Unfortunately, this date was only released 

once we had arranged the eco day.  Class 1 will need to wear school uniform in the morning and bring a 

change of clothes for the afternoon.  Sorry for any inconvenience. 
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Staff News 
 

On behalf of the school family, I would like to offer our congratulations to Miss 

Kelly on the news that she is expecting a baby in September.  She would love to 

see out the year with her current Class 1 before she takes maternity leave and 

hopes to be able to do that.  We are therefore busily recruiting at the moment 

for her replacement in September and I anticipate being able to confirm our 

teaching team for next year shortly.   

 

We have appointed Kay Towler as our new Clerk to the Governing Body.  This 

is a really important role in the school, ensuring that we comply with all the 

necessary legislation for running a school.  We are delighted to appoint Kay, 

because she was previously the school’s clerk for 10 years (up to 2012) so she brings a wealth of 

experience and insight to the role.  Kay can’t wait to start again - it’s the effect this school has on us! 

House Points Reward 
Winchester House 
 

After the success of the egg hunt reward for York 

House last half-term, the team captains for 

Winchester House have decided their treat for 

winning last term. 

 

On Friday 24th May, there will be a ‘water fun’ 

afternoon for all children in Winchester House. 

 

Children will need to bring in a change of clothes, 

towel and water gun (if they have one). 

 

WATER BALLOONS ARE NOT 

ALLOWED 
 

 

Priory loves to sing! 
School Choir news 
 

Mrs Moss is delighted to report the 

popularity of the school choir continues to 

rise.  53 children have signed up for the 

Summer term—which may mean Mrs Moss 

will need to run 3 choirs next year! 

Obviously, the choir are already booked in 

to ‘headline’ at the summer fayre, but they 

are also looking to share their love of singing 

with the local community. 

If you know any local 

care homes, for 

example, who would 

welcome a visit from 

our choir (and we can 

walk to), please let us 

know. 

Cook and Eat! 
 

We are looking for 5 

children, accompanied by 

a parent, to attend a new 

cookery course after 

school on Thursdays, 

starting on the 6th June. 

 

The course is absolutely free and from 

3.30—5.30pm.  Learn how to help your 

child cook easy and healthy meals—a skill 

for life. 

 

Please express your interest by signing up at 

the school office.  Places will be allocated by 

Friday 24th May.  

 Learners of the Week 
 

Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, who 

we celebrated in Achievement Assembly today. 

They are: 
 

Week Commencing: 29th April 2019 

 

CLASS R: Pixie 

 

CLASS 1: Rene 

 

CLASS 3: Olivia 

 

CLASS 4: Jewells 

 

CLASS 5: Will 

 

CLASS 6: Riley 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 



Friday 3rd May Various KS1 SATs assessments commence 

Monday 6th May   Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 8th May—Friday 10th May Residential Y5 Rockley Residential 

Friday 10th May   

9.30am-12pm 

Eco-Day - Wear something GREEN for a £1 donation 

Class 1 Singing Concert at Christchurch Junior School 

 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th May Various KS2 SATs testing takes place 

Friday 17th May 10am - 3pm Year 6 Cycle ride & picnic to Hengistbury Head 

Wednesday 22nd May 9am-3.10pm Class 3 Trip to Winchester Science Museum 

Friday 24th May 1.30pm-3pm 

TBC - PM 

Water fun - Winchester House 

Class 4 Mayan Mask display for parents. Time to be  

confirmed.  

27
th
 May – 31

st
 May    Half Term Week 

Monday 3rd June    INSET DAY 

Date  Time Event 

Monday 10th June Various KS1 Phonics screening takes place 

Monday 10th June—Friday 14th June Residential Y6 Kingswood residential 

19th, 20th, & 21st June  9am-11am Class 6, Bikeability Level 3 Training (for pupils that have 

already completed Levels 1 & 2 in 2018) 

Thursday 20th June 1pm-3pm 

6—7.30pm 

KS1 Sports Day in the school playground 

New Year R welcome evening 

Friday 21st June  4-7pm FPS Summer Fayre 

Thursday 27th June 1pm-3pm 

 

KS2 Sports Day at Twynham  

Wednesday 3rd July  Provisional Transition day (meet next year’s teacher) 

Thursday 4th July  Reserve Sports Day 

Monday 8th July 6.15—8pm  Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Open Evening 

Monday 22nd July 2.15pm Year 6 Leavers Awards 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.15pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:15pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 
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Diary Dates 2019 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, however they 

may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our control.  Please follow us on Twitter 


