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HEADTEACHER UPDATE - School Improvement Report 
 
How do you measure the effectiveness of a school?  A popular way is to measure test scores.  

We are still waiting for our results this year, but we hope to publish them with our final 

newsletter in a fortnight’s time. 

 

Another way is to consider what pupils go onto achieve.  I was pleased to hear about the 

success of many of our former pupils at the recent Year 7 Achievement Evening at Twynham.  

Ex-Priory pupils are known for their kindness - what a fantastic reputation.   

 

One of my favourite marks of a successful school is whether I would be happy to send my 

children there.  In the case of The Priory School, the answer is a resounding yes!  I am proud 

that I am part of a staff team who genuinely care and do their best for each child.  I am proud 

of our small school that manages to put on so many large scale and quality events: Sports Days, 

the Nativity Service, Gala Concert, Production, Summer and Christmas Fayres to name but a 

few.  I am proud of our children who cheer each other on, visit care homes to spread some joy 

and raise money to buy litter pickers to help our community. 

 

What’s next? 
 

We have worked hard this year introducing a Singapore Maths programme called Maths No 

Problem!  This has been successful and our Maths teaching has been validated as ’Good’ by one 

of Dorset’s school advisors.  Our next step is to develop the children’s problem solving and 

reasoning through journaling. 

 

Talk 4 Writing is a strategy we will continue to use to develop children’s Writing.  We have 

reviewed some of the texts the children learn to make sure they discover a range of authors and 

vocabulary.  In Reading, our older children will be moving away from small, guided groups to 

study a text together.  ‘Treasure Island’ and ‘Shadow Forest’ have been purchased in readiness. 

 

The wider curriculum will remain a big focus for us in 2019-20.  In Computing, we are rolling 

out new online safety lessons for all year groups in Autumn term.  We will be holding our first 

ever Careers Fair in the Autumn and a Science exhibition in Spring.  A teacher from Twynham 

Language Department will deliver half an hour of Spanish a week to KS2 classes.  We are 

delighted that we will still be working with Mrs Moss to support our Music provision and Mr 

Major in Sport.   

 

Staying informed & giving feedback 
 

These are just a few of our plans to improve our provision next year.  Alongside your child’s 

end of year report this year (which will be sent home next Friday), we are attaching a reply slip 

again. Please fill this in to have your say, because your feedback is helping us improve. 

 

Our Meet the teacher sessions will run in the first few days back in September, sharing learning 

and behaviour expectations in new year groups.  We are holding new volunteer induction 

workshops if you would like and are able to get more involved. 

 

We have also decided to increase the number of parent ‘How to…’ workshops next year, 

suggesting ways you can help support your child with their learning in different areas. 

Learning Together, Aiming High!   

https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk|office@theprioryschool.org | Tel: 01202 484195 | @PrioryCEPrimary 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 
KS2 Sports Day  
 

Once again, we enjoyed beautiful sunny 

weather for our KS2 Sports Day. 

 

This year the events were: 600m long distance 

run, 70m sprint, vortex throw and standing 

jump. 

 

We are very grateful to Twynham PE 

department, especially Mrs Goddard and their 

amazing Year 9 Sports Captains. Dan Moody 

also helped with the organisation from 

Christchurch Sports Partnership.  

 

In a result which mirrored the younger 

children, Winchester House won this year’s 

trophy by winning the most points throughout 

the afternoon.  Well done Greens! 

 

Kwik Cricket County Finals 
 

It’s been a while since the Priory has 

represented Christchurch in a County Final, so 

we are very proud of our Y5 Cricketers who 

went to Wimborne on Thursday.   

 

We came 8th overall and all the children were a credit to 

the school.  Thanks to Mrs Colebeck for taking the 

children. 

 

 

Priory Wins Gold again! 
 

For our commitment, participation and engagement in 

competitive sport during 2018-19, we have been awarded 

the Gold mark by Active Sport UK for the 3rd year 

running.  Well done to Mrs Miller and Mr Major.   

 

Please read the attached press release about our 

achievements in Sport. 

 

Priory Sports Stars 
 
Every year each Primary School in Christchurch selects 

pupils who have excelled in sport. 

 

The Priory School winners of the Sports Award are Lilah, 

Daniel and Max.  Well done! 
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Things to Look forward to This Week! 
 
 Monday sees the start of our Diversity Arts Week.  Children will be off 

normal timetable to fully immerse themselves in this creative week.  
Please make sure they have an Arts apron or old painting shirt with them. 

 
 On Monday, children will see the Y5 & 6 

production of the Pirates of the Curry 
Bean.  Later, at 6.15pm, there is the first 
evening performance. 

 
 Also on Monday, Y3 swimming 

concludes with the water safety lesson.  
Remember to bring pyjamas and 
swimming kit. 

 
 On Wednesday, Y3 have an Italian 

cooking workshop at Pizza Express.  It’s 
also the final evening performance of 
‘Pirates’. 

 
 On Thursday, Class R,1,2 and 3 enjoy 

their African drumming and storytelling 
experience. 

 
 On Friday, end of year reports are sent 

home.   
 
 The following Monday, the school is 

open from 3.30—6pm so you can look 
at your children’s work, exhibitions from Arts week and speak to your 
class teacher about your child’s report if you would like to. 

Worship Value  
Courage 
 

Keith Jewel came into school and shared 

the story of Naaman, who was healed 

from leprosy.  This is found in 2 Kings 5. 

 

He was healed, in part, because of the 

bravery of a young servant girl who told 

him about a man of God who lived in 

Israel. 

 

We were reminded that we must have the 

courage to speak up and help someone, 

rather than sit back. 

Eco News Update 
 

Our success continues 

after our 3rd place in 

t h e  W o n d e r f u l 

W h e e l b a r r o w 

competition.  We 

have received a £500 

grant from Dorset 

Gardens Trust for our 

pollination garden. 

 

We were awarded 

2nd place in the 

Bournemouth in 

Bloom Sweet Pea 

competition. 
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Music News 
Choir on Tour (Queensmead and Fairmile Grange) 
 
I had the privilege of accompanying our choir and ukulele players yesterday on their ‘Care Home’ 

Tour.  They were so fantastic, that we had to have a picnic and play in the park on the way back!  

The repertoire consisted of modern favourites like ‘Shotgun’ to classics like ’Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow’.  The residents, and many of the care home staff, absolutely loved listening to the children.  

Thanks once again to Mrs Moss and I know one of their final appearances of the year will be 

tomorrow at the Priory Church Fete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Christchurch Singing Festival 
 
Everyone who was fortunate to attend the Christchurch Singing Festival at the Pavilion this week had 

an absolute treat.  Nearly every school in the Borough was represented and the combination of the 

children’s voices was ‘spine tingling’.  Thanks to the 28 children from Class 3 and 5 who represented 

the school and our staff, Mr Croutear, Miss Webber, Miss Deay, Mrs Johnson and Mrs Rawlinson. 

FPS Update 

 
To all our sponsors and helpers, thank you so much for your support at the Summer Fayre.  We 

raised an incredible £3,000!  All this money is used to buy much needed equipment and resources for 

the children at the school. 

You have probably seen that FPS money has been used to pay for the new playground markings.  

The four square boxes, chosen by the children, are particularly popular at the moment. 

We have also purchase 6 lego wedo sets to help support our STEAM learning.  The children can make 

and then programme mini robots. 
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The Great Priory School Bake Off 
 
At the time of writing, amazing bakes are still arriving in school for the Bake Off Competition, 

organised and run by the School Council. 

We are grateful to Kelvin from The Pig in Brockenhurst for agreeing to be our Celebrity Judge. 

Thank you for all your support with helping create the brownies, showstoppers, traybakes and vegan 

bakes.  All money raised will be used to purchase litter picking equipment and any extra the School 

Council will purchase new play equipment. 

 

 

£40 Uniform 
Vouchers 

 
If your child is in receipt of 

Pupil Premium funding (which 

applies if you are in receipt of 

Income Support, Income Based Job Seekers 

Allowance, support under  part V1 of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999 or Child Tax Credit), then we 

are able to offer you a £40 uniform voucher per child 

for Stevensons.   

Please speak to the office to claim your voucher for 

2019-20. 

A reminder that ties are still a part of our summer 

uniform and should be worn, unless permission is 

given by the class teacher to remove them during the 

day. 

Eco-Stall  
Third Thursday of the Month 
Starting in September 2019 

 
 

Mrs Dyer and her son Lewis, from our 

Eco-Committee, will be running a craft 

stall every third Thursday of the month at 

3.15pm, from September. They will be 

selling  small bespoke items that the 

children will have made with Mrs Dyer 

and all proceeds will go to buy seeds and 

items for the Eco-Committee.  
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, 

who we celebrated in Achievement Assembly 

over the past two weeks. They are: 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

28th June 2019 

 

CLASS R: Florence 

 

CLASS 1: Toby 

 

CLASS 2: Samuel 

 

CLASS 3: Alfie 

 

CLASS 4: Callum 

 

CLASS 5: Arabella 

 

CLASS 6: Theo 

  

 

5th July 2019 

 

CLASS R: Isaac & Pixie 

 

CLASS 1: Whole Class 

 

CLASS 2: Ollie 

 

CLASS 3: Casey 

 

CLASS 4: Seyma &  

Immy  

 

CLASS 5: Merrily 

 

CLASS 6: Isla 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to date, is 

currently 95.92% and this week’s attendance is 

96.16%.  

 
 ATTENDANCE CUP 

 
Well done Class 1 with 98.67%  for the week 

ending 27th June and again to Class 1 and Class 6 

with  another 98.67% for week ending 4th July. 

 

Keep up the great work, classes 1 & 6 

ABSENCE  
 

To ensure the continued safety and welfare of 

the children, it is essential that the school is 

notified of the nature of your child's absence e.g. 

illness, medical treatment, either by a telephone 

call, visit to the School Office or a note to your 

child's teacher.  This should be done by 8.40am 

on the day of absence. Once registers have been 

completed, office staff will contact the parent of 

absent children who have NOT either 

telephoned or previously sent in a note 

explaining the absence.   

 

Absence Line Answerphone: 01202 484105 opt 1 

Squash At Speed 

 
Summer Squash Camp Wed 24th, Thurs 25th and 

Fri 26th July 1.30-4.30pm at Two Riversmeet 

Leisure Centre.   

 

Suitable for age 5 upwards - all abilities welcome 

including total beginners - £10 per day.  

 

 

Contact Charlie on 07952 912732 or 

squashatspeed@hotmail.com for further info or 

to book your place. 
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Diary Dates 2019 
Great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these dates at the time of publication, however they 

may be subject to variation and change due to circumstances beyond our control.  Please follow us on Twitter 
for latest news and updates (@PrioryCEPrimary). 

Date  Time Event Date  Time Event 

Saturday 6th July 12pm Advanced Choir & Ukulele Performance at The Priory 

Church Fete. 

Monday 8th July All week 

6.15—8pm  

Diversity Arts Week 

Y6 Production 

Wednesday 10th July 6.15—8pm Y6 Production 

Thursday 11th July  All day African Activities - Classes R-3  

Friday 12th July  Annual report to Parents 

Monday 15th July 3.30—6pm Exhibition & Open Evening  

Monday 22nd July 2.15pm Year 6 Leavers Awards 

Tuesday 23rd July 9.45am 

 

1.15pm 

Leavers service at the Priory Church (Bible presentation 

to Year 6) 

End of Term at  1:15pm 

Wednesday 24th July - Friday 30th  

August  

 Summer Holidays 

 

Inset Days 2019-2020 

Monday 2 September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Monday 6th January 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Monday 20th July 2020 


