
PROGRESSION OF SKILLS IN GEOGRAPHY 

 
A LOCATIONAL & PLACE KNOWLEDGE       B HUMAN & PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY       C MAP & ATLAS WORK       D FIELDWORK 

 

YEAR R B To know key human features 

 

D To take photos of interesting things in the local area, 

explaining what they show 

city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour, 

shop 

 

 

YEAR 1 A To name, locate and identify the four countries of the UK 

 

B To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK 

 

B2 To know key physical features 

 

C To draw a simple map of the local area, e.g. the walk to 

school, using basic symbols and a key 

 

D Observe and record features of the school and its grounds 

 

  

country, city, England, 

Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland, 

beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill , mountain, 

ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, 

season, weather, 

map, key 

UP OUR STREET 

B2/C/D 
- use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study 

geography of school and its 

grounds and the key human and 

physical features of the 

surrounding area  

 

ISLAND HOME 

A/B/B2 
- understanding geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human & 

physical features of a small area 

of the UK 

 

SEASIDE ROCK 

B/B2 
- Use basic geographical 

language especially related to 

coasts and physical features 

related to its surrounding 

environment 

 

YEAR 2 A1 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans 

 

A2 To compare the similarities and differences between the UK 

and a non-European country  

Europe, Asia, 

North/South America, 

Africa, Australia 

Antarctica, Pacific, 

Atlantic, Indian 

TIME FOR A BREW 

A3/C 
- Locational knowledge - name, 

locate & identify characteristics 

of the 4 countries and capital 

cities of the UK and its 

surrounding seas. 



 

A3 To name the four capital cities of the UK 

 

B To identify hot and cold areas in the world 

 

C Use aerial photos and plans to recognise landmarks 

 

D Use and understand the simple compass directions to 

describe routes around the school 

 

Southern, Arctic, 

London, Cardiff 

Edinburgh, Belfast 

equator, north/south 

pole, compass 

 

 

EXPLORERS 

B/D 
- identify the location of hot and 

cold areas of the world in relation 

to the Equator and the North and 

South Poles 

 

ANIMAL MAGIC 

A1 
- Locational knowledge - Name 

and locate world’s 7 continents 

and 5 oceans 

 

SENSATIONAL SAFARI 

A2 
- understand geographical 

similarities through studying the 

human and physical geography 

of a small area of the UK, & of a 

small area in a contrasting non-

European country 

 

YEAR 3 A To understand geographical similarities and differences of a 

region of the UK, a region in a European country and a region 

in the Americas 

 

B To describe and understand the key features of mountain, 

volcanoes and earthquakes 

 

C To use atlases, maps and globes to locate countries 

 

D Use fieldwork to present results in a simple graph 

region, 

physical/human, 

settlement, contrast, 

volcano, earthquake, 

atlas, globe 

 

 

EXTREME EARTH 

B 
- describe and understand key 

aspects of mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes 

 

GLOBAL GARDENS 

C/D 
- Locational knowledge - Locate 

the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on similarities and 

differences of the physical 

Geography between UK, Europe  

& N/S America  

 

- Geographical skills and 

fieldwork - using maps, atlases, 

globes and digital computer 

mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied 

 



SUN, SEA & 

SOMBREROS 

A 
- To understand similarities and 

differences through the study of 

human and physical geography 

of a region in the UK (BCP) and a 

region in a European country 

YEAR 4 A To identify the position and significance of the Tropics of 

Capricorn and Cancer and the Equator, longitude and 

latitude, northern and southern hemisphere, Arctic and 

Antarctic circle and time differences to Greenwich Meridian 

 
B1 To describe and understand the key aspects of the water 

cycle 

 

B2 To describe and understand the key aspects of different 

types of settlement 

 

C To use atlases, maps, digital maps and globes to identify the 

position of the tropics 

 

D Carry out fieldwork in a group within the local area 

 

climate zones, 

latitude, longitude, 

biomes , tropics, rural, 

urban, settlement 

 

BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG 

CITY! 

B2 
- to describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources 

 

AMAZON ADVENTURE 

A/C 
- To identify the position and 

significance of the Tropics of 

Capricorn and Cancer and the 

Equator, longitude and latitude, 

northern and southern 

hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic 

circle and time differences to 

Greenwich Meridian 

 

RIVERS’ MEET 

B1/D 
- Use fieldwork to observe, 

measure and record physical 

features in the local area using a 

range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs 

and digital technologies 
YEAR 5 A To name and locate counties and cities of the UK, key 

topographical features and land-use patterns 

 

B To describe and understand the key aspects of economic 

activity including trade links and the distribution of natural 

resources. 

 

topographical 

trade 

renewable 

sustainable, 

Ordnance Survey, grid 

reference  

BLACK GOLD 

A/B/C 
- name and locate counties and 

cities of the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical 

characteristics 

- to describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement 



C Use 4 & 6-figure grid references, symbols  and the key on 

Ordnance Survey maps 

 

D Undertake a general survey in the local area 

 

 
and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources 

- use the eight points of the 

compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and a key 

(including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build knowledge 

of the UK and wider world 

 

CIRCLE OF LIFE 

B/D 
- to describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals 

and water 

YEAR 6 A To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North & South 

America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities 

 

C To use distribution and thematic maps for information 

 

D Utilise digital technologies to record and present the findings 

of fieldwork 

 

 

 

hemisphere 

Greenwich Meridian, 

distribution map, 

thematic map 

 

 

WORKSHOP OF THE 

WORLD 

A/B/C 
- To locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) 

and North & South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key 

physical and human 

characteristics, countries and 

major cities 

 

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 

A/C/D 
- describe and understand key 

aspects of: physical geography, 

including: climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the water 

cycle 

- human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land use, 

economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water 



 


