
PROGRESSION OF SKILLS IN HISTORY 

 
A CHRONOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING         B HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION         C HISTORICAL ENQUIRY 

 

YEAR R A Recognise the distinction between present and past in own 

and other people’s lives  

 

C Can explain what they were like when they were younger 

 

baby 

infant/toddler 

child 

adult 

 

 

YEAR 1 A Sequence events and objects in order and use a number of 

terms to describe the passing of time 

 

B Understanding that we have different views of familiar events 

 

C Can describe the main features of a historical artefact 

 

  

old 

new 

then 

now 

past 

artefact 

TOYS 

A/C 
- Changes within living memory 

 

FIRE OF LONDON 

A/B 
- Events beyond living memory 

globally significant 

 

YEAR 2 A Develop a sense of chronology by sequencing events/photos 

on a timeline and using a wider range of terms to describe the 

passing of time 

 

B Recognise that information can be presented in more than 

one way 

 

C Use information from more than one source to ask and 

answer questions  

 

timeline 

change 

similarities 

differences 

dates 

 

FLIGHT 

B/C 
- Events beyond living memory 

globally significant 

- Significant historical events, 

people and places in own 

locality 

 

EXPLORERS 

A/C 
- Lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed 

to national and international 

achievements 

YEAR 3 A Recognise that the past can be divided into different periods 

of time  

 

B Compare different sources of evidence and consider which 

are likely to be most useful/reliable 

 

period 

civilisation 

BC/AD 

relevant 

 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 

DRAGON (VIKINGS) 

A/C 
- Viking & Anglo-Saxon struggle 

for Kingdom of England to the 

time of Edward the Confessor 

 



C Can ask simple but relevant questions of adults in role 

 
 SUFFRAGETTES 

B/C 
- study of a theme in British history 

that extends chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 

- a significant turning point in 

British history 

 

THE IRON MAN 

A/B 
- changes in Britain from Stone 

Age to Iron Age 

- Iron Age hill forts: tribal 

kingdoms, farming, art & culture 

YEAR 4 A Develop more precise chronological vocabulary   

 
B Give a simple reason why we might have more than one 

version of a historical event 

 

C Use a variety of primary and secondary sources to gather 

information about a period studied 

 

archaeology 

chronology 

era  

source 

primary 

secondary 

 

 

TOMB RAIDERS 

A/B 
- achievements of the earliest 

civilisations (depth study of 

Ancient Egypt) 

 

BLITZED BRITS 

B/C 
- a local history study from a 

period beyond 1066 that is 

significant (WW2) 

 

MAYANS 

B/C 
- a non-European society that 

provides contrasts with British 

history 
YEAR 5 A Begin to understand that past civilisations overlap with others 

in different parts of the world 

 

B Recognise that different historical versions of the past emerge 

for different reasons 

 

C Ask perceptive questions about periods studied, knowing 

how to find, select and utilise information to support a viewpoint 

 

versions 

bias 

cause 

consequence 

connection 

 

IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME 

A/C 
- Ancient Greece - a study of 

Greek life and achievements and 

their influence on the western 

world 

 

GLADIATORS READY! 

A/B/C 
- The Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain 

YEAR 6 A Can make connections between the features within and 

across different periods 

reconstruction 

interpretation 

WORKSHOP OF THE 

WORLD 



 

B Recognise some interpretations are likely to be more 

accurate and reliable than others 

 

C Justifying reasons as to why a source may be unreliable 

 

 

reliability  

hypothesis  

justify 

A/B/C 
- A study of an aspect of history 

or a site dating from a period 

beyond 1066 that is significant in 

the locality (Victorians) 

 

REVOLUTION & UNREST 

A/B/C 
- A study of an aspect or theme 

in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066 (English Civil War & 

Break with Rome) 
 
 

 


