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Friday 15th November 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable half-term! It was nice to meet with you at our recent parents 

evenings and to share the pupil’s work in their books. We are especially proud of our 

English books as they class have really responded to the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach and 

demonstrating their improvement in only a few weeks. 

 

Our new topic is called ‘To Infinity and Beyond!’ which is a project based on outer space. 

Much of our learning will be linked to Science, as we study our Solar System and in 

particular the Sun, Moon and planet Earth.  

 

For our brilliant beginning we investigated a strange discovery in the corner of the school 

field, as we found what appeared to be alien remains! This helped to launch our new 

English unit. 

 

In English, we will be continuing to use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach, with units organised 

across three weeks. We begin by imitating a ‘model’ text: these will be a police report of 

an alleged UFO sighting (recount text), a discussion text related to Doctor Who and the 

Daleks, and a Christmas story called ‘The Bear and the Hare’. In our second week we 

make changes to the model text (innovation), using our writing toolkit as a guide, before 

inventing our own text in the final week.  

 

Daily guided reading sessions will continue to be our whole-class study of the book 

Shadow Forest (Matt Haig). The class have been really captivated by this story and are 

looking forward to some more literature from the same author over the festive period. A 

whole-class spelling session will continue to be taught on a Monday, with pupils taking 

responsibility for learning spellings in their journals. 

 

In Maths, we are continuing to use the Maths No Problem scheme and this half-term we 

will be multiplying and dividing, as well as working on word-problems and graphs. In 

addition, we are using our Maths Journals regularly to develop our reasoning and 

problem-solving skills.  

 

In PE the pupils have enjoyed working with Mr Major, who will be doing hockey and dance 

over the coming weeks.  

 

In Art we will be producing ‘planet pieces’ using pastels and paint to create striking solar 
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system interpretations.   

  

In RE we will be learning about pilgrimage (Hajj) and asking the question ‘What is the 

importance of the festival of Eid for Muslims’? 

 

In Music we will be learning classroom jazz, focusing on Three Note Bossa and The Five 

Note Swing, as part of the Charanga scheme. 

 

In Computing, we will be using our new online Scratch accounts to replicate computer 

games, then design and program our own. 

 

Core Skills time 

We will continue to use the 9.00 – 9.30 slot from Monday - Thursday to practise our core 

skills. On a Monday this is a spelling workshop, during which the new spelling rule for the 

week is introduced. On Tuesdays we will revise keys skills in Maths on a Wednesday this will 

be punctuation and grammar. On Thursday we will be working on our maths problem-

solving, whilst on Fridays we work on our reading comprehension skills.  

 

Home Learning 

Pupils will be set English home learning tasks each Monday, to be given in on Thursday. 

These will alternate between reading comprehension and SPAG. Maths home learning will 

be set on Thursday, to be in the following Monday. 

 

Pupils in Class 5 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be keeping a 

record of their books in the Reading Records. These should be brought in to school on 

Fridays for Mrs Kelly to check. Please keep an eye on the Class 5 Blog on the school 

website, which is regularly updated with information, photographs and the Learner of the 

Week.  

 

P.E. 

P.E. will take place on a Thursday - please ensure your child has suitable P.E kit for both 

indoor and outdoor wear.  

 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to a busy few weeks in Class 5 in 

the run up to Christmas. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Croutear  

Class 5 Teacher 
 


