
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
I really appreciate the effort everyone is making with attendance this year and I want to 

encourage you that it is making a difference.  Our whole school attendance is over 1% 

better than at this stage last year and the biggest difference is a reduction in unauthorised 

holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reason we remain so passionate about school attendance is because research shows it 

can have the biggest impact on your child’s future success.  If your child arrives at 

8.40am, this gives them 20 minutes of Let’s Learn time before registration or time to 

read 1,800,000 words a school year.  If your child arrives at 8.59am, this gives them 1 

minute of Let’s Learn time or 8,000 words a school year.  Vocabulary confidence is one 

of the biggest factors of future academic success, then getting your child to school on 

time really can make a difference.   

Mr Ruffle      

Worship 
Theme: Being 
a dreamer  

 

This is simply beautiful.  

 

https://youtu.be/

geNwBOuAtgc  
 

Can you imagine walking two hours each way to and 

from school, as well as fetching water, cooking and 

being so grateful for the opportunity? 

 

The video gives such a vivid picture of a typical day 

in the life of a determined little dreamer in Burundi. 

 

Humbling. Challenging. Heart-warming.  The children 

were asked—what are you dreaming for?  How far 

would you walk to school? 
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New International 
Learning Heroes 
 

Our team captains had a few surprises in store 

when sharing their shortlist of Learning 

Heroes for the year. 

 

Pele was chosen for his outstanding 

contribution to world sport.  Barack Obama 

was chosen as an example of a world leader 

with integrity.  Malala Yousafzai for her 

bravery in standing up for the rights of girls to 

be educated.  Valentina Tereshkova, the first 

Russian to make our learning hero board, was 

chosen for being an inspiration as the first 

female cosmonaut.  In fact it was a solo 

spaceflight, 6 years before Armstrong landed 

on the moon!   

Year Autumn 
2016-17 

Autumn 
2017-18 

Autumn 
2018-19 

Autumn 
2019-20  

Whole school attendance % 95.53% 95.59% 95.67% 96.71% 

Unauthorised holiday 0.57% 0.97% 1% 0.3% 

Illness 2.88% 2.55% 2.23% 2.2% 

Lates 0.23% 0.29% 0.12% 0.2% 

https://youtu.be/geNwBOuAtgc
https://youtu.be/geNwBOuAtgc
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Staff News & PARENT ACTION NEEDED! 
 

As the season of Advent approaches, we are delighted to announce that Mrs Miller 

is expecting a baby next summer!  We anticipate that she will commence her 

maternity leave at the beginning of the summer term.  Once we have confirmed 

our cover arrangements for Class 4, we will let you know.  

 

 

Tanya Marsh has prepared hot dinners in the Priory School 

kitchen since it was re-opened 10 years ago.  Tanya feels that the time is right to 

move on and so she will be leaving at the end of term.   

 

Even though Tanya is employed by our catering contractors, Hampshire Catering, 

it feels like she is one of our own and we will miss her greatly.  On behalf of the 

school family, I’d like to thank her for her 10 years of loyal service and hard work 

and wish her every success in the future. 

 

 

 

After 25 years of keeping children safe crossing Wick 

Lane, our lollipop man Mike is finally hanging up his 

fluorescent hat at the end of this term. 

 

We are planning a special thank you to Mike for his 

dedication in all weathers.  On the last day of term we would like to present 

him with a book of parent/children comments to keep him entertained.  

Mike’s leaving book will be available in the School Office from Wednesday 

4th December to add your comments. 

 

                        Parent Action - READ THIS! 

 

Sadly, BCP Council have still not confirmed that they will be replacing Mike with another school 

crossing warden.  We feel this is much needed on a very busy, narrow and congested stretch of 

road.  I know the Council are having to find significant savings and other school crossing wardens 

have not been replaced.  I have written to the Council and expressed my view, explaining that it 

will not be possible for school staff to monitor this crossing point and that there isn’t even a zebra 

crossing.  However, I feel that the Council will need a significant number of parents to respond if 

they are to change their mind. 

 

Please email them at road.safety@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  

 

In your email, you may also want to add that we have not heard an answer from Local Councillor 

Mike Cox on whether his school drop-off proposal has been successful.  You could also support the 

school’s application for a proper bike shed.  

 

FPS QUIZ NIGHT 
Staff Team beaten into 3rd! 

 

The fantastic total of over £1300 (including match funding) was 

raised at this year’s Quiz Evening. 

 

It was an epic battle, well - long anyway, and congratulations to the 

winning team. They roundly beat the staff team into a commendable 3rd place, even though the 

staff later claimed that they were put off by the pungent smell of cheese from a neighbouring team. 

 

Huge thanks to quiz masters, Mr & Mrs Tabor, the Priory Tavern team and everyone’s generosity. 
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Bournemouth Aviation Museum 
 
Despite the showery weather conditions, Class 2 

enjoyed their delayed visit to the Bournemouth Aviation 

Museum last Friday.  The children had to be extra 

careful on all the slippery steps, so thank you to all the 

adult volunteers who helped ensure this was such an 

accident-free trip.   

 

Thanks also to the museum and coach company for 

changing the date free of charge, after the torrential rain 

last month. 

Christmas Tree - Thanks 
 
The Priory School 

Christmas tree always 

has pride of place in 

our foyer. 

 

We are so grateful to 

the Redcliffe family for 

donating the tree again 

this year. 

 

We will be raffling the 

tree off on the last day 

of term to a deserving 

home.  To put a name in the hat, please speak 

to the School Office.  Collection only! 

Christmas Postal 
Deliveries 
 

The Priory School Christmas postbox 

will be open for cards on Monday 2nd 

December. 

 

If you would like to use the Christmas postal 

service to send a Christmas card to your friend, 

you need to: 

 Put your friends FIRST NAME and 

SURNAME INITIAL e.g. John S 

 Put your child’s class e.g. Class 1 

 Decorate your envelope 

 

No stamps are needed, but any spare change 

donated will go towards our Christmas charity, 

‘Save the Children’. 

Dancing with a ‘West End’ 
Star 
 
Class 3 & 4 had a great time with a West End 

Dancer this week.   Her most prestigious role was in 

‘Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat’. 

 

She helped both classes create a dance based on the 

Hindi festival of light called Diwali, which took 

place this year at the end of October.  The dance 

was inspired by the story of ‘Ramayana’. 
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Christmas Events 
 
The Christmas Fayre really signals the start of the Advent season at the Priory School, 

which is such a special time for the children.   

 

Please do check the school diary at the back of the newsletter for the full list of all the 

Christmas events and activities coming up for the children. 

 

Our key highlights are: 

 

Wednesday 4th December - Whole School Panto ‘Robin Hood’ 

Image Musical Theatre perform Robin Hood - £2 donation per child via scopay.com 

 

Friday 13th December - Christmas Jumper and Christmas lunch 

We’re keeping the tradition of staff helping to serve the Christmas dinner to all the 

children.  FPS are providing the crackers and decorations.  There is still time to order a 

lunch, if you haven’t yet booked your child’s place.  We invite the whole school to wear 

a Christmas Jumper and donate money to our Christmas charity ‘ Save the Children’. 

 

Friday, 13
th
 December - Grandparents Christmas Sing-a-long 2.30pm 

Another longstanding tradition is that our Class R, 1 and 2 children sing carols to 

grandparents round the Christmas tree in the school hall.     

 

Tuesday, 17th December - Priory Nativity service 6.30pm at The Priory Church * 

*This service is the central focus for all our celebrations as a school community - all the 

children are involved.   

 

Wednesday, 18
th
 December - Christmas Party afternoon for Class R, 1 and 2 

Children in these classes are allowed to wear mufti on their party day.  Light 

refreshments are provided by FPS and hopefully a small class gift will have been 

delivered under the Christmas tree! 

 

Thursday, 19
th
 December - Priory Choir Residential Care Home Carol tour 

Our  Advanced Choir have been asked to perform for the residents at the Fleur de Lis 

retirement complex.   

 

Thursday, 19th December - Christmas Party afternoon for Class 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Children in these classes are allowed to wear mufti on their party day.  Light 

refreshments are provided by FPS and hopefully a small class gift will have been 

delivered under the Christmas tree. 

 

Friday, 21
st
 December - Christmas Sing-a-long and 1.15pm Finish 

The term concludes with our Christmas sing-a-long on the final morning of the term.  
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 

Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, who we 

celebrated in Achievement Assembly over the past 

couple of weeks. They are: 

 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

 

22nd November 2019 

 

 

CLASS 1: Abby 

 

CLASS 2: The Whole 

Class 

 

CLASS 3: Lily 

 

CLASS 4: Betsy, Mabelle 

& Olivia 

 

CLASS 5: Lily-Rose 

 

CLASS 6: Immy 

 

 

 

 

 

29th November 2019 

 

 

CLASS R: Maisie 

 

CLASS 1: James 

 

CLASS 2: Daniel 

 

CLASS 3: Beau, Ava & 

Isabelle 

 

CLASS 4: Daisy 

 

CLASS 5: Georgina 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH & CHRISTMAS 
JUMPER DAY -  

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER 
 

The children's Christmas Lunch will be taking place on Friday 13th 

December, please see the festive menu opposite. 

  

If you have already placed your child's lunch order for a main or 

vegetarian option on the 13th December, this order will 

automatically transfer over to the appropriate Christmas Dinner 

menu. However,  there will be no picnic or streets options 

available on our Christmas Dinner day. Therefore, if you have 

ordered a picnic or a streets lunch for the 13th December, these 

meals will be transferred over to the roast turkey option. If your 

child would prefer the vegetarian option please access your 

account online to amend the order. 

  

If you child doesn't normally have a hot school meal but they 

would like to have the Christmas Dinner, please order via your 

account online at www.scopay.com 

  
We are also asking everyone to wear their  Christmas jumper in 

return for a £1 donation that will go to Save the Children.  

  

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to 

date, is currently 96.64% and this 

week’s attendance is 95.87%.  

 

  
ATTENDANCE CUP 

 

Well done Class 4 with 97.33%  for 

the week ending 21st November and 

to Class 2  with  97.76% for week 

ending 28th November.  

Keep up the great work, classes 4 & 2 

 

 


