
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

Tuesday’s Nativity Service at the Priory Church was a 

wonderful celebration of Christmas and the talent of our 

children.  I am so proud that our whole school format 

means all children, from Reception to Year 6, have the 

opportunity to participate in something so special.   It 

remains a highlight of the festive season and I am incredibly 

grateful to Miss Deay and Mrs Moss for their skill and hard 

work in putting it together this year.  I thought the children’s 

behaviour was exceptional, especially as it was so late for 

our youngest ones. 

 

As we approach Christmas, on behalf of the staff team, I want to thank you for your continued 

partnership.  In particular, our committed volunteers who help children with their reading or 

times tables; our wonderful FPS committee, who raised over £2,900 at the Christmas Fayre and 

those who have helped walk or transport children to events—thank you.   

 

Finally, I would like to encourage you to attend the annual School Conference on Tuesday 14th 

January (2pm—3pm) and (6pm—7pm), which is all about listening to your feedback and 

working together.  As well as sharing key objectives in our School Development Plan, the 

Conference this year will focus on the school’s Mission Statement and issues around 

‘Communication’.  Come and have your say and help shape school policy. 

 

See you all back in school on Tuesday 7th January 2020! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at 

the Priory School! 

 

Mr Ruffle      
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Grandparents’ Singalong 
 

The grandparents’singalong was another sell out this year.   

 

After their Christmas dinner last Friday, Reception class, Class 1 and 

Class 2 sang a number of Christmas favourites and their nativity songs 

to their grandparents.  They were helped by Mrs Moss accompanying 

them on the piano and our very eager choir captains, Jewels Allan & 

Emma Catell. 

 

Thanks also to Mrs Moody for helping the children to bake their 

Christmas cookies. 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas 
Journey 
‘So they hurried off and 

found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. ’ 

Luke 2 v16 

 

The Priory School was invited to St George’s church to take 

part in an interactive experience run by Heidi, the children 

and families worker.  The children made crafts and travelled 

from one tent to another as they heard a retelling of the 

Christmas story.  Children in Year 3 and 4 had a lovely time, 

despite having to dodge the showers walking down. 

Y6 Trip: Christmas 
at Beaulieu 
 

To conclude their Victorian 

project, Y6 enjoyed a special 

Christmas feast at Beaulieu last 

week.  Thanks to all the 

volunteers for making it such a 

memorable occasion. 

Christmas Jumpers and Christmas Lunch  
Our Christmas jumper day for ‘Save the Children’ was really well-supported this year and it created 

a lovely atmosphere for our Christmas lunch.  We raised over £150 for ’Save the Children’ and 

over 163 hot school dinners were served by our Christmas elves.   The now traditional staff chain 

gang worked well, passing the plates of food along the line.  It was a fantastic team effort and as 

you can see from the pictures, the children thoroughly enjoyed it.  Thanks to H3CS for the 

cooking, FPS for the crackers and all the staff for giving up their lunchtime to help out. 
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The Priory Ski Team 
We have been fortunate over the last few years to form a Priory Ski team and compete in the ISA 

Indoor Ski Championships, run by NSSA (National Ski School Association).  We hope to take 1 or 2 

teams again in 2020, to the event on Monday 27
th
 April at Hemel Hempstead Snow Centre.   

 

About the Event 

The race involves 2 timed runs down a slalom course of alternating red and blue poles.  The night 

before the event there is optional technical training on the slope, which gives the children the chance 

to get used to the slope and snow conditions.  On the day of the race, the children have an hour of 

practise runs (no poles).  During the race the children have 2 runs of the course, around the poles - the 

run with the best time is the one that counts.   

The competition is open to participants from year of birth 2011 and older.   

 

Getting involved 

To be able to compete as part of the Priory Ski team, it is necessary to be able to ski in control and to 

be able to use a ski lift unaided.  Some ski race training experience is also highly recommended.  For 

training opportunities, please contact Snowtrax, Christchurch (www.snowtrax.eu).   

 

What Next? 

Entries for non-ISA schools into the Hemel event in April open in February.  Entries typically sell out 

very quickly and as such we will be looking to confirm participant numbers in January to allow us to 

enter teams as soon as possible.  To indicate your interest please notify the school office by 13
th
 

January 2020 with the following information: 

 Child name, class and year of birth  

 Contact information 

 Level of ski ability and ski racing experience 

 Indication that you are happy for the information to be passed to the Priory Ski team manager, 

Samantha Halstead, a fellow Priory parent who coordinates the team entry and acts as team 

manager at the event 

Please note that costs for participant entry (£30) are covered by individual parents and not the 

school. 

Community Litter pick 
 
As part of our work towards our Global 

neighbours accreditation and Eco Schools, our 

intrepid Eco 

Committee carried out 

a litter pick around 

Christchurch.   

 

We were pleasantly 

surprised at the lack of 

rubbish in the park - it 

was spotless after we 

left! 

Compare schools’ 
performance 
  
Schools’ data relating to last year’s results have now 

been published on the following Government 

website: https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-

tables  

 

This enables you to compare local school 

performance, although you don’t get all the 

contextual information such as % of pupils with 

SEND which can impact results.   

 

One of the most helpful measures are the progress 

scores relating to Reading, Writing and Maths and 

it’s in these that you can most clearly see our 

improvement over the last 2 years. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
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Christmas Panto - Image Musical Theatre, Robin Hood 
 
All the children thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas panto 

this year which was ‘Robin Hood’.  Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to ensure we can put on live 

performances like this.  One of the special things about 

Image Musical Theatre is that they choose some of the 

children to be on stage with them and to have an actual 

part.  Rufus in Class R did a great job as one of the 

archers! 

 

Class 1 - Toys 
 
Class 1 have been very 

busy as Santa’s little 

helpers as part of their 

Toys history unit.  Last 

week, they had a visit 

from the Priest’s House in 

Wimborne to learn about 

toys in the past.   

 

Today they shared 

their D&T wind up 

Santa toys with 

parents.  

Reading Book Plea 
 
Please can all school reading and library books 

be returned by the end of term.   

 

We are carrying out a ‘book box’ audit, to make 

sure that we match your child’s home reading 

book with their reading level.  As you know, we 

have ordered a lot of new books recently and 

we now need to do a stock check. 

 

We don’t set any homework during holidays 

because we believe children also need time to 

rest.  However, we do still encourage daily 

reading and times tables work. 

 

Your child is allowed to take 1 reading book 

home for the holidays! 

Class 4 - Bright Lights, Big 
City 
Class 4 has been using their crumbles to code 

simple lighting programmes.  Parents are 

invited to see the fruits of their labours after 

school on Thursday. 

L e a r n i n g 
H e r o e s 
Election 
Sparky the 
Unicorn 
We had some fun on General Election day, 

while teaching the children about democracy, 

with the children voting for their favourite 

Learning Hero.  Reflecting the national picture, 

Sparky won by a significant majority and so 

earns her place as the leader of our Learning 

Heroes for the rest of the year. 
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School Crossing - an update 
 

We ended up in Echo recently,  thanks to our plea for parent action regarding a replacement for 

Mike.  https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/18077212.priory-school-waits-hear-lollipop-

man-25-years-will-replaced/  

 

You may have received the following reply from Richard Pearson, the transport network manager at BCP, 
which the school received yesterday. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers/Residents 
  
Thank you for your emails on the topic of the School Crossing Patroller’s (SCP) departure and enquiring 
about what plans the Council has to replace him after so many years of excellent and loyal service. 
  
We have managed to secure a relief Patroller who will cover the site from the start of the new term in 
January. 
  
Subject to a final review by the Council, we are currently working on installing a zebra crossing at this 
location in place of the SCP.  A zebra crossing would have the advantage of providing 24/7 provision as 
the crossing point is used for school clubs and other activities which take place at a variety of times 
throughout the day and we believe a zebra crossing will provide a net benefit. 
  
BCP Council runs an active programme in schools providing thorough road safety training for children and 
we will also work with the school see if that is something they would like to take up. 
  
I hope this response is of some interest. 
   
Kind Regards 
  
Richard 
  
Richard Pearson BEng (Hons) CEng FICE MCIHT DMS 
Transport Network Manager 
Growth and Infrastructure 
T. 01202 451461              
richard.pearson@bcpcouncil.gov.uk 

It is encouraging to hear that progress has been made, so thank you to everyone who took the 

time to respond to the Council.  It certainly has made a difference.   

 

I continue to have reservations that an unmanned crossing is the most suitable option for this site 

and I have been advised to contact my local councillor.  During school drop off and pick up times, 

Wick Lane is often heavily congested; I remain uncomfortable about children stepping onto a 

zebra crossing which may have stationary cars straddling it.  Our local Councillors for Christchurch 

town are Mike Cox and Peter Hall.   

 

Let me also reassure you that the school will take up the offer of road safety training when we 

have been advised about it and the costs involved. 

 

 

Free wood for wood burner? 
One of our wooden fences was removed recently and we have a few leftover pallets from the 

Bug Hotel.  If you would like some free wood for your wood burner, please speak to the School 

Office.  Collection only! 

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/18077212.priory-school-waits-hear-lollipop-man-25-years-will-replaced/
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/18077212.priory-school-waits-hear-lollipop-man-25-years-will-replaced/
mailto:richard.pearson@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
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 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 

Congratulations to our Learners of the Week, who we 

celebrated in Achievement Assembly over the past 

couple of weeks. They are: 
 

 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week 

 

6th December 2019 

 

CLASS R: Samuel 

 

CLASS 1: Thomas 

 

CLASS 2: Harry &  

Maddie 

 

CLASS 3: Erin 

 

CLASS 4: Casey 

 

CLASS 5: Charlie 

 

CLASS 6: Lola-May,  

Emma, Jemima &  

Lilianna 

 

 

 

 

 

13th December 2019 

 

 

CLASS R: Toby 

 

CLASS 1: Daisy & Abby 

 

CLASS 2: Ivan & Olivia 

 

CLASS 3: Eddie 

 

CLASS 4: Noah & Alisha 

 

CLASS 5: Sonny 

 

Class 6: Isabel 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to 

date, is currently 96.02% and this 

week’s attendance is 92.10%.  

 

  
ATTENDANCE CUP 

 

Well done Class 3 with 97.67%  for 

the week ending 5th December and to 

Class 6  with  98.39% for week 

ending 12 December.  

Keep up the great attendance, Classes 

3 & 6 

ABSENCE  
 

To ensure the continued safety and welfare of the 

children, it is essential that the school is notified of the 

nature of your child's absence e.g. illness, medical 

treatment, either by a telephone call, visit to the School 

Office or a note to your child's teacher.  This should be 

done by 8.40am on the day of absence. Once registers 

have been completed, office staff will contact the 

parent of absent children who have NOT either 

telephoned or previously sent in a note explaining the 

absence.   

 

Absence Line Answerphone: 01202 484105 opt 1 

(Available 24hrs a day) 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Please make sure you have a look 

though for your child’s missing item(s). 

Any lost property not claimed will be 

donated to charity after the Christmas 

holiday. 

 

  


