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Friday 28th February 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As we have reached the mid-point of the school year, it is an opportunity to look 

back and reflect on what a terrific few months we have had in Year 5. The children 

have really enjoyed the topics; most recently learning about the Romans and it 

was fantastic to finish this off with our visit to Fishbourne. We are making steady 

progress with what is a challenging curriculum and are especially proud of our 

English books – you will be able to see them at the forthcoming parents evenings.  

 

Our new topic is called ‘Black Gold?’ which is a geography unit learning about the 

oil industry, with a particular focus on its economic and cultural significance in the 

modern world, as well its environmental impact. We will be learning about how this 

fossil fuel is formed, extracted and separated, studying famous oil disasters, looking 

at the physical and human features of oil refinery locations and considering 

alternative forms of renewable energy production. It is a topic in which pupils will 

really get an opportunity to express their views on the world in which they will be 

growing up in – one of the key skills we are looking to develop is debating.   

 

For our brilliant beginning we became time travellers and acted in-role as 

newspapers reporters in the year 1978, breaking the news of the Amoco Cadiz oil 

disaster, which devastated the coast of Brittany.  

 

For our fantastic finale we will be holding a class debate to discuss a proposed 

wind-turbine farm off the south coast of England. 

 

In English, we will be continuing to use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach, with units 

organised across three weeks. We begin by imitating a ‘model’ text: these will be a 

text called ‘Hektanium – The Changemaker’s Game Changer?’’ (an explanation 

of how a fictitious fossil fuel is extracted) and a newspaper report titled ‘Devon 

Disaster’ – an account of the 2007 MSC Napoli oil spill. In our second week we 

make changes to the model text (innovation), using our writing toolkit as a guide, 

before inventing our own text in the final week.  

 

Headteacher: Mr Paul Ruffle 
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Daily guided reading sessions will continue to be whole-class as we finish ‘The 

Runaway Troll’. A whole-class spelling session will continue to be taught on a 

Monday, with pupils taking responsibility for learning spellings in their journals. 

 

In Maths, we are continuing our unit on decimals by learning how to add and 

subtract decimal numbers. Following this, we will be embarking on percentages, 

learning to link hundredths and other equivalent fractions. We will understand how 

fractions can be shown as ‘out of 100’ and write this as both a decimal and a 

fractions.  

 

In Science, we will be learning about materials and their properties: comparing 

and grouping together materials based on their properties, using our knowledge of 

solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, 

demonstrating that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 

and that other changes are irreversible. We will be carrying out practical 

investigations involving absorbency and dissolving.  

 
KEY VOCABULARY FOR SCIENCE: 

property       transparent       opaque       soluble       insoluble       solute       solution       solvent       

conduct       insulate       thermal       magnetic         filter       filtrate       evaporate       gas       solid       

liquid       distillation       chromatography       state       burning       oxygen       particles 

 

In PE the pupils will continue working with our sports coach, Mr Major. They will be 

doing squash/tennis as their main outdoor sport. P.E. will continue to take place on 

a Thursday. 

 

In Art we will be learning how to do charcoal drawings, with oil rigs and oil slicks as 

our stimulus.   

  

In RE we will be learning about Ramadan/Sawm and asking the question ‘how do 

Muslims view the concept of temptation/self-control?’ 

 

In Music we will be working with old school hip-hop compositions and learning ‘The 

Fresh Prince of Bel Air’ (Will Smith).  

 

In Computing, we will learn how to use an online presentation tool called ‘Prezi’, 

creating a presentation linked to our ‘Black Gold?’ topic.  

 

Core Skills time 

We will continue to use the 9.00 – 9.30 slot from Monday - Thursday to practise our 

core skills. On a Monday this is a spelling workshop, during which the new spelling 

rule for the week is introduced. On Tuesdays we will cover maths skills (e.g. times 

tables, revision booklets, chapter reviews or journaling), on a Wednesday this will 

be punctuation and grammar, and on Thursday we will be working on our maths 

problem-solving. 

 

Home Learning 

Pupils will continue to be set English home learning tasks each Monday, to be 

given in on Thursday. These will alternate between reading comprehension and 

SPAG. Maths home learning will be set on Thursday, to be in the following Monday. 

The usual home learning schedule will resume on Monday 9th March.  
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Pupils in Class 5 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be 

keeping a record of their books in the Reading Records. These should be brought 

in to school on Fridays for Mrs Kelly to check. Please keep an eye on the Class 5 

Blog on the school website, which is regularly updated with information, 

photographs and the Learner of the Week.  

 

In addition, I remind you children will have started a project to continue after the 

February half term. This will be followed by “The Great Science Exhibition” in the 

school on 6th March, we encourage you to attend this event and celebrate the 

children’s work.  
 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to another great half-

term. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Croutear  

Class 5 Teacher 


