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Monday 13th January 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I would like to wish you all a happy new year and I hope the Christmas holidays 

were enjoyable. May I also offer my thanks for all the kind gifts and cards received. 
 

Our new project is called ‘Gladiators….READY!’ which is another history unit 

learning about the Romans, with a particular focus on the impact they had on 

Britain. We will be looking at the historical accounts of Boudicca, buildings, slavery, 

gladiators, food and entertainment.  The class thoroughly enjoyed studying the 

Ancient Greeks last term and I am sure they will be just as enthralled finding out 

about another fascinating ancient civilisation.   
 

Below is some of the key vocabulary that your child will be learning as part of our 

project: 

 

Historical vocabulary Subject specific vocabulary (Romans) 
versions, bias, cause, consequence, connection empire, republic, emperor, invasion, settlement, 

Celts, turtle formation, divide and conquer, fort, 

Boudicca, Iceni, revolt, gladiator 
 

For our brilliant beginning we played an exciting game called ‘Catch the Celts!’ in 

the school grounds, as the class were split into three tribes of Celts and a legion of 

Roman soldiers! The aim was to ‘steal’ the tags from the opposing team using a 

variety of tactics, such as hiding and ambushing! Like in Caesar’s invasion of 54BD, 

the Roman successfully vanquished the Celts! 
 

For our fantastic finale we will be visiting Fishbourne Roman Palace in Chichester – 

please see the separate letter for information about this exciting trip. 
 

In English, we will be continuing to use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach, with units 

organised across three weeks. We begin by imitating a ‘model’ text: these will be a 

story called ‘A Rival for Rachel’ (modern fiction) and an extract from ‘The Wolves 

of Willoughby Chase’ – Joan Aitkin. In our second week we make changes to the 

model text (innovation), using our writing toolkit as a guide, before inventing our 

own text in the final week.  

Headteacher: Mr Paul Ruffle 
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Daily guided reading sessions will continue to be our whole-class study of the book 

The Runaway Troll (Matt Haig), which is the follow-up to last term’s book. A whole-

class spelling session will continue to be taught on a Monday, with pupils taking 

responsibility for learning spellings in their journals. 
 

In Maths, we have just started our new unit on fractions and have been learning 

how to turn improper fractions into mixed numbers and vice versa. We will be 

further exploring equivalent fractions, carrying out operations with fractions and 

using bar modelling to solve problems with fractions. Following this, we will be 

beginning our chapter on decimals. 
 

In PE the pupils will continue working with our sports coach, Mr Major. P.E. will take 

place on a Thursday. 
 

In DT we will be designing, baking and evaluating our own authentic Roman 

bread.  
  
In RE we will be learning about Salvation and asking the question: What did Jesus 

do to save human beings? 
 

In Music we will be working with pop ballads and focusing on the song ‘Make You 

Feel My Love’, covered by Adele, as part of the Charanga scheme. 
 

In Computing, we will be using Google Classroom and Google Drive to create 

collaborative documents using the online editing function. 
 

Core Skills time 

We will continue to use the 9.00 – 9.30 slot from Monday - Thursday to practise our 

core skills. On a Monday this is a spelling workshop, during which the new spelling 

rule for the week is introduced. On Tuesdays we will cover maths skills (e.g. time 

tables, revision booklets, chapter reviews or journaling), on a Wednesday this will 

be punctuation and grammar, and on Thursday we will be working on our maths 

problem-solving. 

 

Home Learning 

Pupils will continue to be set English home learning tasks each Monday, to be 

given in on Thursday. These will alternate between reading comprehension and 

SPAG. Maths home learning will be set on Thursday, to be in the following Monday.  

 

Pupils in Class 5 are expected to read at home on a daily basis. They should be 

keeping a record of their books in the Reading Records. These should be brought 

in to school on Fridays for Mrs Kelly to check. Please keep an eye on the Class 5 

Blog on the school website, which is regularly updated with information, 

photographs and the Learner of the Week.  
 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to another great term. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Croutear  

Class 5 Teacher 


