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Friday 28th February 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to the second half of the Spring Term. We would like to continue to share 

with you in advance the topics and visits planned this term.  

 

Topic 

We commence the half term with our topic of ‘The Galapagos Islands’ Children will 

be learning about and mapping the ‘Voyages of the Beagle.’ Within science 

children will develop a deeper understanding of inheritance and adaptation. They 

will investigate living things within different habitats within the local area. Children 

will find out about the work of Mary Anning (scientist from Lyme Regis) and Charles 

Darwin. Here is a list of the vocabulary children need for this topic.  

We would of course welcome any support in the way of resources from parents or 

members of the family who have an interest or indeed expertise in this area. 
 

English 

In English we will be studying and rewriting tales from different cultures. They will 

also be writing non-chronological reports. Children will also be working on their 

own individual writing portfolios to ensure they have covered all areas of the 

national curriculum programme of study prior to May. Children will continue to 

develop their understanding of grammar and spelling. We are keen to encourage 

children to read every day and to enjoy reading in leisure time. Do model reading 

at home – the newspaper, magazines, letters and online information text as well as 

books.  
 

Spellings: Children will continue to receive spelling lists to learn for homework. They 

will also record spellings and words/phrases they need to use in writing in their 

spelling journal. However, there are key words children need to know how to spell 

and I remind you these can be found on the class pages and in their homework 

book. Please encourage your child to practise these spellings using the ‘Look, 

Cover, Write’ method.   

Headteacher: Mr P Ruffle 
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inherited characteristic       environmental characteristic       adapt       adaptation       evolve       
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Homework 

Children will continue receive either reading or grammar related homework as well 

as spellings on a Monday. This will need to be returned by Thursday. On Thursday 

they will receive maths which will either be arithmetic or problem solving in nature. 

This needs to be handed in by Monday.  

 

In addition, I remind you children will have started a project to continue after the 

February half term. This will be followed by “The Great Science Exhibition” in the 

school on 6th March, we encourage you to attend this event and celebrate the 

children’s work.  

 

Maths:  Children should be fluent in their times tables to 12, please reinforce this. 

They should also be proficient in addition, subtraction, long multiplication and 

division using written methods. Please practice this when you can and in particular 

mental addition and subtraction of 2-digit numbers to 100. If you can support 

children with fractions and decimal addition/subtraction and 

multiplication/division, this would be of benefit too.  

 

Sport 

For our class, dance/gymnastics will be on a Thursday and games will take place 

on Wednesday. Please ensure that your child has suitable kit for both indoor and 

outdoor wear. Children may take their kit home on a Thursday so that it can be 

washed ready for the following Wednesday.   

 

Educational Visits 

We are looking forward to our visit to Osmington in June this year and we will be 

exploring local habitats as part of our science theme following half term.  

 

Clubs and extra-curricular activities 

A variety of adult led activities continue to be available for the children to commit 

to throughout the year. These include football, tag rugby, running and tennis. A 

timetable can be viewed on the school website.  

 

If you have any questions please make an appointment at the office to meet after 

school where I will be happy to meet with you. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mr Swain 

 

 


