
HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

I am writing this week’s newsletter after teaching a 

decimals workshop with a number of our 

mathematicians in Class 6.  I was reminded how 

impressive the work ethic is of many of our children.  

We’ve had a number of drop-in visits by our Governors 

since Christmas, and they’ve all remarked on the calm 

and purposeful atmosphere in school.   

 

I think one of the main reasons for this is that the 

children come into school ready to learn.  Thank you for 

getting your children here on time in the morning. As a 

result, good punctuality is the norm and the children are 

settling to their learning straight away.   

 

Staff have also been working hard to address a number 

of communication issues highlighted at our recent School Conference.  We are very 

pleased to announce that our school calendar is now available on the school website. It 

is still ‘work in progress’ as we migrate all our activities onto this new resource.  It’s a 

Google calendar so it should be possible to sync it with your own personal Google 

calendar. Online consent for trips and sporting activities is also coming soon via 

www.scopay.com. 

 

If you haven’t been on the school website for a while, we are constantly improving it.  

Recent additions are: 

 

 Full Governing Body minutes (Our School - Governors) 

 Worried about your child, website links (Key Information - Safeguarding - Worries) 

 Mrs Kelly’s amazing ‘How to support your child in Maths’ guide & Mr Croutear’s 

reading version (Parent Partnership - How to…’ guides).  

 School Calendar of Events (Key Information - Calendar) 
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Collective Worship 
Community  

 

I’ve really enjoyed our worship linked to the value of 

‘Community’.  We have a new sign in school which says; 

’Together, we make a family.’  Father Jonathan reminded 

us that the bonds which tie us together as a school 

community should be bonds of love.   
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Brexit - Leaving the EU 
E U Settlement Scheme; Status for European Nationals 

Living in the UK 

  

If you are an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen, you and your family members will 

need to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS) to continue living in 

the UK. You will need to complete a short online application form. Would you find it challenging to 

apply online? A small team of engagement and case officers, based within Citizens Advice BCP, 

Citizens Advice in Dorset and Dorset Race Equality Council are here to help. 

  

For free help and advice contact the adviceline on 07761 092704 / 03444 111444 or email. 

Adverse Weather 
School Closure Procedures 

 

No snow is forecast in the foreseeable future, but BCP have 

updated their school closure procedures for Christchurch 

schools. 

 

If we do need to close the school, we will highlight any 

school closure on our website (under latest news) and Twitter 

feed. The Priory School will also be included on the BCP 

Council emergency closures page: 

https://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/News/Features/service-disruption.aspx 

 

Local radio stations, including Wave and Heart FM, use this list to make regular announcements.  The 

school is also obliged to contact Wave FM. 

 

If possible, we will also email/text all parents.  

 

The decision to close the school is not an easy one, but the safety of our pupils and staff is paramount. 

We endeavour to confirm any closures by 7.30am on the morning of the closure.  

FPS 
Spending Plans & Muscle Power Needed 

 

The FPS team met on Monday to discuss this year’s events and future 

spending plans. 

 

It was agreed that one of the main spending priorities should be the main 

entrance way into school and the edging around the infant playground. 

 

We intend to fit a new double gate and improve bike/scooter storage.  We also would like to create 

more of a natural fairyland feel to the edge of the KS1 playground, rather than the current muddy/

bramble wasteland. 

 

The morning of Saturday 25th April has been set aside for volunteers to help cut back the overgrown 

bushes and brambles edging the playground, so the landscaping can be done at a later stage.   Do 

come and join us with your trimmers, secateurs and gardening gloves.  If you can dispose of any green 

waste, that would also help us keep costs down.  Please let the School Office know if you are coming, 

so we can provide the necessary refreshments. 

https://www.gov.uk/eusettledstatus
https://www.citizensadvicebcp.org.uk/home/eu-settlement-scheme/
mailto:euss.advice@citizensadvicebcp.org.uk
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School Crossing - A Final decision 
 

As many of you are aware, Cllr Rice and members of the BCP Road Safety 

team visited our school last Wednesday to discuss some of the issues raised by 

the retirement of our School Crossing Patrol.  The school had understood this  

was an opportunity to raise concerns, but it became apparent that the final 

decision had already been taken, in line with BCP Council policy.  The 

primary purpose of the meeting was to commence a school travel plan and 

arrange road safety education.   

 

I have subsequently received an email from Richard Pearson, BCP Road Safety Manager, confirming 

the decision to install an unmanned zebra crossing as previously indicated.  He requested that I share 

his rationale behind the decision, and so I include it below without further comment. 

  

The RoSPA guidance for School Crossing Patrols (SCP) states that SCP sites should be reassessed when 

circumstances change.  In the instance of Wick Lane, the site was reviewed when the patroller 

indicated that they were retiring and the rationale for upgrading the site from a SCP to a 

permanent crossing includes: 

  

 The zebra crossing will have the advantage that it will there 24/7 365 days a year and in this 

case Wick Lane is regularly used outside the hours of operation of the SCP owing to 

the school running out of hours clubs, etc.   

 The crossing will also assist pedestrians and cyclists using the link from Barrack Road to Wick 

Lane (crosses Sopers Lane).  

 Zebra crossings have the advantage that they instantly give legal priority to pedestrians. 

 Zebra crossings do not become unexpectedly ill or require leave which can often leave a site 

outside of a school without any provision. 

  

In regard to this site and the suitability to safely install a zebra crossing: 

  

 The crossing will be within a 20mph zone. 

 It will be on a one way road and therefore pedestrians only have one direction of traffic to 

consider.  

 The crossing will have tactile paving to aid those with sight issues. 

 The crossing will be flush with the footway to aid those with mobility issues. 

 The crossing will be well lit and conspicuous at all times.  

 The sight lines to this crossing are not obscured. 

 The crossing point is raised which further serves to highlight the crossing as well as slow traffic. 

  

In line with guidance we have arranged for a temporary SCP to cover the site until it is upgraded.  We 

expect the zebra crossing to be installed by Easter although we are working to get it in as soon as 

possible. 

  

With regards to statistics where sites have been upgraded from SCP to crossings in this way there 

haven’t been any accidents at any locations since the sites have been upgraded (9 sites across the LA 

have been upgraded within the last 6 years). 

 

An SCP can balance traffic and pedestrian flows, however in line with the Council’s Transport Policies, 

we are working to prioritise walking, scooting and cycling to encourage those more sustainable, 

healthy and environmentally friendly modes and we believe a zebra crossing is compatible and 

supportive of the Policy.  

  

It may help to explain that SCPs aren’t a statutory function.  SCPs in many authorities across the 

country have been withdrawn without any mitigation (i.e. installation of crossings) due to 

unprecedented budget reductions whereas BCP Council is changing this site from a SCP to a 

permanent crossing facility that brings a number of benefits.   

 

The school will not be taking any further action in regard to this decision and we will endeavour to 

play our part in keeping children safe.  For example, in the next few weeks you will receive 

information relating to the Steps road safety scheme run by the Council, which is excellent.   

 

As previously stated, if you do have further concerns you should contact the Council 

(road.safety@bcpcouncil.gov.uk) or your local councillor in the first instance. 



 
                                                          Page 4 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Staff News 
Miss Potter Joins the 

Lunchtime Team 

  

Starting on Monday, we are 

pleased to announce the 

successful appointment of 

Miss Potter to our lunchtime 

team. 

It is such a significant part of the school day and Mrs 

Pearce and myself are delighted that we have been 

able to find such a friendly and enthusiastic 

supervisor.   

Just a reminder that while we encourage children to 

eat all their food, we never force them to.  If staff 

become concerned about a child who is not eating, 

they will inform our Office team who will give you a 

ring.  We also ask children who have packed lunches 

to take home any uneaten items. 

Holocaust Memorial 
Service 
Class 6 

 

We were very proud of our Year 6 on Monday, 

who showed such respect at the Holocaust 

Memorial Service on the Quomps playing fields.   

 

Our partner school, St James CE Primary in 

Bournemouth, put this thought-provoking 

quote on their twitter page this week. 

Safer Internet day 
11th February 2020 
 

Mr Croutear is busily preparing a special assembly for Safer 

Internet Day on the 11th February.  If you are interested in 

finding out more, there are a wealth of resources at 

www.saferinternetday.org 

Parent 
Workshop 
Ukulele Playing 

  

Mrs Moss, our music 

specialist teacher, 

will be running a 

free workshop for 

parents interested in 

helping to support their child in learning 

the ukulele at home. 

  

It will take place on Tuesday 4th February, 

3:20-4pm in the School Hall. 

  

Please email Mrs Moss directly 

at cazzamoss@icloud.com if you would 

like to attend so she has enough ukuleles 

for you all to play. 
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Parents - Bullying Questionnaire 

  

It would be really helpful to have your constructive feedback 

regarding how we deal with bullying, both our preventative 

measures and our response on those occasions when a 

concern is raised.   

 

Our anti-bullying procedures are at the end of our Behaviour 

Management Policy (Key Information—School Policies).  

 

The questionnaire is attached with the newsletter and you can print it off at home or 

complete it online and return it via email to the School Office.  We will also be 

completing another survey with the children as we review the success of the All 

Together anti-bullying programme.   

 

Thank you. 

Winchester House Reward 
Circus Skills 

 

Each half-term we count the overall house points 

and award the winning team a special prize.  In 

Autumn 2, Winchester House were the worthy 

winners and they had great fun at their circus skills 

afternoon last Friday.   

 

Thanks to Team Captains Harry and Orla-Grace for 

organising the activity and for being willing 

volunteers in the custard pie finale! 

Priory School Advanced Choir - Vocal Day 
Special Recording with Brockenhurst College Students at the Priory Church 
 

Thanks to Mrs Moss for arranging a very special day for our Advanced Choir last Monday.  They 

spent the day working with Simon Earle, Director of Music at the Priory Church and music students 

from Brockenhurst College recording music.  All the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 

were a credit to the school. 



 
                                                          Page 6 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

 LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 
 

 

Congratulations to our Learners of the Week. They are: 
 

Well done to all our Learners of the Week. 

 

24th January 2020 

 

 

CLASS R: Thea 

 

CLASS 1: Charlotte 

 

CLASS 2: Tobias 

 

CLASS 3: Evie 

 

CLASS 4: Chloe 

 

CLASS 5: Immy 

 

CLASS 6: Tristan 

 

 

 

 

 

31st January 2020  

 

 

CLASS R: Elizabeth &   

Savannah 

 

CLASS 1: Lewis 

 

CLASS 2: Marlie-Rose 

 

CLASS 3: Oscar & Flo 

 

CLASS 4: Siena 

 

CLASS 5: Seyma 

 

Class 6: Immy 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Attendance for the school, year to 

date, is currently 96.01% and this 

week’s attendance is 95.49%.  

 

  
ATTENDANCE CUP 

 

Well done Class 5 with 98.92%  for 

the week ending 24th January and to 

Class 3 with an amazing 100% for this 

week.  

 

Well done Classes 3&5. 

                                       SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

 

 

Our new school events 

Google calendar is live on 

our website. It can be found 

by clicking on Key 

Information - Calendar.  

 

We are in the process of 

migrating all our events over 

to  this calendar and we 

recommend that you check 

our website on a regular 

basis.  

 

You can also click on the 

event/activity to find out 

further information. It is also 

possible to view the calendar 

in a week, month or agenda 

(list) format.  

 

We hope you find this new 

communication tool useful.  

 

 

 


