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10th September 2021 

 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Dolphins! (Our new EYFS class name) 

 

Welcome to our school and the Dolphin pod.  It was lovely to meet you again on our 

Home Visits. I hope that your child will settle in well and enjoy their time with us.  

                                                          

 
 

Our topics this term 

We start off in Dolphins by settling your child into school and making sure that they feel 

safe and happy. We observe your child to identify their strengths and any possible 

difficulties and use these observations so that we know the next steps for your child. This is 

a continuous process throughout the year. Our topics until Half Term are Marvellous Me 

and Harvest.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We will familiarise ourselves with the class environment and learn the routines and 

expectations of life in the Dolphin pod. We will meet adults who work in school and 

community and focus on making friends and playing fairly together. We will focus on 

making our class a safe and happy place to learn. 

 

In Communication and Language this half term we will concentrate on developing 

listening skills and learning songs, rhymes and stories.  We will be looking especially at the 

books ‘The Runaway Chapati’, ‘The Little Red Hen,’ and ‘Handa’s Surprise’ as part of 

Harvest celebrations.   

 

                                       

 

 

Headteacher: Mr P Ruffle 
 

 

 

 

mailto:office@prioryceprimary.co.uk
https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv8_rS_obPAhUFVRoKHYU9ACMQjRwIBw&url=http://cliparting.com/free-children-clipart-16411/&psig=AFQjCNHfF6l82iH8VxdXyxAVMcxTjlgSkQ&ust=1473672086740150


        

 

Physical Development: 

We will be exploring different ways of moving and jumping, using the PE apparatus and 

will be doing lots of fun activities to develop fine motor skills. 

 

Reading 

Children will undertake daily phonic activities.  Phonics are the building blocks to 

successful reading and writing and is a strong focus throughout Dolphins. Please try to 

read to your child as much as possible – there is strong evidence as to the benefits of this 

for future learning. If anyone would like to come into school to read a favourite story book 

from home, we would be very grateful – the children love hearing other people read! 

 

In Maths, we will be learning counting songs, sorting, counting and ordering numbers, 

adding and subtracting numbers and naming simple 2D shapes. 

Key vocabulary: ‘more than’, ‘less than’, ‘fewer’, ‘the same as’, ‘equal to’, ‘longer’,  

‘shorter’,  ‘taller’, ‘heavier’, lighter’, ‘full’, ‘empty’.                                                       

 

Understanding the World 

We will be naming parts of our bodies and thinking about how we can be healthy. We will 

be making bread and thinking about change. 

Key vocabulary:  myself (including naming different parts of the body), healthy, harvest, 

change, heat, cool, dough, bake, seasons, different names of fruits. 

 

Communication 

We endeavour to support our partnership in learning through good communication. Each 

week I will put up a blog on our website to let you know what we have been doing that 

week and what is planned for the following week. You can access this by going to the 

home page and clicking on pupils – class blogs – Reception. 

 

Every child will be invited to join Google Classroom and this is another means of 

communication between yourselves and school. It will also be an opportunity for you to 

share any Wow! moments that your child has by posting photos and comments. From next 

half term, I will also post some practical weekly maths challenges for you to complete with 

your child.  A separate letter to explain Google Classroom will be shared. 

 

You can also communicate with us via: 

 School office (including message book) 

 Headteacher or SLT on school gate twice daily 

 Letter direct to myself 

 After school appointment 

 Parent Evenings in October 

 

I will be seeing your child out safely every afternoon; if you have an urgent or quick query 

or we can make an appointment for a later date if needed.  Please remember that my 

door is always open for any queries that you have.  A fortnightly newsletter is issued by the 

office to all parents via email, together with other messages that may concern Year R. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        

Please could you inform the school office of any changes of address / phone numbers.  

           

            Drop off arrangements and Home Time 

Please drop off your child at 8:40am and collect your child at 3:10pm after school. Please 

let the office know if someone different will be picking up your child. 

 

P.E and school uniform. 

May I request that your child has the correct and clearly named school uniform. It would 

also be really helpful if you could encourage your child to put their coats on by 

themselves.  We have PE on a Friday, so we ask that your child arrives in school in their PE 

kit and remains in it all day. 

 

Beginning of Term Service. 

Please note that the Beginning of Term Service will be on Friday, 1st October. This is a lovely 

service, when your child will be presented with a prayer book on behalf of the FPS to 

welcome them into our school family. 

 

I am really excited to welcome your child to our school. If you have any worries at all, 

please come to see me.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs J Sibbald 

Dolphins Teacher 


