
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

The children have made a fantastic start to the new school year and it has been a real delight to see 

them so enthusiastic about their learning.  The joy of mixing together as a school family has created an 

excited buzz around the school.  All the teaching staff have commented on how pleased they are with 

the children and their behaviour.  Well done everybody! 

 

Over the holidays, Mr Hanslip was very busy repairing some of our outdoor equipment and 

redecorating Class 2 toilets.  A new sound system was installed in the hall, curtesy of Jarvis Installations 

and funding from Active Dorset.  The arrival of our new beach huts was delayed but works have been 

rearranged for October half-term. 

 

On our staff training days, we explored whole class reading with Leah Crawford from ‘Let’s Think in 

English.’  It was an inspirational session which focused our attention on how we ask questions and 

support pupils to verbalise and justify their answers.  We also spent time understanding the updated 

safeguarding guidance, especially around bullying and peer on peer abuse.   

 

Photos from Week 1: Our first ‘Big Sing’ in the hall for 18 months, the repainted toilets and swans, Class 

1 making bedrooms for Goldilocks and Class 5 working through the new ‘how to be safe online’ code. 

It’s been lovely catching up with some of you on the school gate.  I hope you are also able to attend 

our virtual ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions over the next few days, which set out our expectations for the 

coming year. 

Mr Ruffle      
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School Mission Statement 
 

“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 

Worship Value - Hope 

“Plans to give you a hope and a future” Jeremiah 29 v11 

 

In worship, I was so upset because I made a mistake in my brand 

new notebook.  I thought I’d ruined it, but the children helped me 

to see that I could start again. 

 

We listened to the call of a willow warbler from the new hide at 

Hengistbury Head.  They migrate every autumn to Africa.   They 

know that at the end of their long and difficult journey everything 

will be okay and that their journey will be worthwhile in the end.  

We remembered that we have so much to look forward to at the 

start of this year’s learning journey.  Mistakes don’t need to stop us. 
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COVID-19  

Keeping you informed 

 

It’s been hard to adjust to the new national guidance of ‘living with the virus’.  The reality is that we 

have seen more cases in school in the last 4 days than in the whole of last year and this trend is likely 

to continue.  

 

There is little to be gained in sending out further whole school letters (identical to the ones already 

received) for every new positive case.  Instead, we will keep updating our ’Coronavirus Update’ page 

as appropriate (whilst protecting an individual’s right to privacy).   

 

It is wisest to assume that there may be numerous positive cases in school and that you will be directly 

contacted by NHS Test and Trace if there are specific actions you need to take.    

 

Schools are in a position to provide a more rapid response in certain situations.   

 

  1. If we are aware that your personal circumstances are such that a positive case in your 

family would be very concerning i.e. a family member is receiving medical treatment, making them 

extremely vulnerable to COVID-19, then we will inform you immediately a positive case has been 

confirmed in your child’s class.  Please let the school office know if you would like this alert. 

 

  2.  Once we have reached a trigger on our ‘Outbreak Management Plan’, we will share this 

and the proposed actions with the year group(s) concerned.  

 

We are still learning how best to respond to these new challenges, so I expect there will be a number 

of changes to our plans over the next few weeks.   

 

We are incredibly grateful to all parents for the way you are following the guidance.  Please do share 

with the school if your child is displaying symptoms or is awaiting the result of a PCR test due to being 

identified as a close contact. 

 

All our key documents can be found on the ‘Coronavirus Update’ 

page on the school website. 

 

 COVID-19 Risk Assessment 

 Outbreak Management Plan  

 Remote Learning Plan 

COVID-19  

How you can help reduce the risk of infection - Advice from SW 

Health Protection Team 

“Please ensure all children who have tested positive for COVID-19 (PCR or LFD) are isolating for 10 full 

days and only return if they are well as per NHS guidance: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-

covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/. 

 

Please ensure all children who have tested positive for COVID-19 using an rapid lateral flow device 

(LFD) book a confirmatory PCR test as soon as possible (within 48 hours). If the test is positive, they 

should continue to isolate as a positive case. If the test is negative, and they remain symptom free, they 

can return to school. 

 

Please ensure all children with symptoms of COVID-19 self-isolate immediately and book a test. If they 

test positive they must continue to self-isolate as a positive case. If they test negative, and have 

recovered, they can return to school.” 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fhow-long-to-self-isolate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlexa.Gainsbury%40phe.gov.uk%7C95d50797414c45b3550908d949c6ffbe%7Cee4e
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fhow-long-to-self-isolate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlexa.Gainsbury%40phe.gov.uk%7C95d50797414c45b3550908d949c6ffbe%7Cee4e
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Packed Lunch Reminder 

Nut and Citrus Free 

School 

 

Just a reminder to new parents that a 

number of children / staff in our school suffer from 

a severe allergy to nuts and fresh citrus fruit (not 

juice).   

 

These foods (including any chocolate spreads 

containing hazelnuts) should not be packed in your 

child’s lunch. 

Playtime Snack 

Reminder 

 

We have clarified our position 

on the term ’healthy playtime snack’. 

 

At the Priory School, we understand this to 

mean ‘fresh fruit’ only.  Children wanting to 

eat other snacks such as cereal bars and 

breakfast biscuits will be told to keep them in 

their bag until lunchtime. 

School Safeguarding Team - Updates for 2021-22 

 

The following adults are the school’s designated safeguarding leads.  This means they have received 

training to support children following a concern relating to emotional, physical or sexual abuse or 

neglect.  They also carry out a number of other important duties to ensure pupils are safe at the Priory 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to speak to one of us regarding a concern that you have, or you simply need some 

advice or help, then please request a telephone call / meeting by emailing the school office 

(office@prioryceprimary.co.uk) or catching one of us on the school gate.  

Paul Ruffle 

HEADTEACHER 

Lead DSL  

Online Safety Champion 

Operation Encompass Key 

Adult 

Health & Safety  

Mel Fidge 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

Deputy DSL  

Anti-bullying Champion  

Attendance Lead 

 Pupil Premium Champion 

 Pastoral Care and Mental Health 

Jenny Sibbald 

SENCO 

Deputy DSL  

Special Educational Needs  

Coordinator 

Designated adult for Looked After 

Children 

   

Annual Volunteer Induction Training  

 

We are really keen to welcome volunteers back into school.  You are essential in helping our children 

reach their full potential - particularly in helping support the development of reading and times tables.  

It is so beneficial for a child to read to an adult and we are aware this is not always possible at home. 

 

It is part of our safeguarding policy that volunteers receive ‘induction training’ every year.  This is so 

we can update you with some of the ever-changing guidance around working with children. 

 

This year’s sessions are being led by Mrs Fidge and we are holding them remotely as we believe this 

will make it easier for you to attend.  We will keep a register and agree the times with you that you 

are able to volunteer.  Please use the zoom link on the ‘key dates’ calendar to join and inform the 

school office which session you will be attending.  
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Online Safety Advice 

 

I attended my annual training as the school’s Online Safety 

Champion this week and it was incredibly helpful.  Some of the 

key challenges facing primary school children following 

lockdown were listed as: 

 

 Unsupervised access to Youtube  

 

 Unkind direct messages (often on age-restricted apps or 

sites) 

 

 Time spent / addiction to gaming 

 

As a father of two daughters, it was also distressing to be told that between Jan 2019 and June 2019 

18,346 ‘self-generated sexual abuse images’ (i.e. nude / semi-nude images also known as sexting) were 

shared by 11-13 year old girls in England (Internet Watch Foundation).  Apparently this figure has since 

increased by 77% during the pandemic.  These are girls in the upper primary age range. 

 

I know in school we take our role to educate children about the benefits and dangers of being online 

very seriously - most classes have already started this week. 

 

If you would like more information about how you can support 

your children at home, then the https://

www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers is a 

great place to start. 

 

One practical tip I got from the course, is about using Swiggle as 

a child-friendly search engine. 

 

Stay Safe Code 

 

At the start of every year we remind the children of our ‘Stay Safe Code’.  If they have any concerns or 

worries they can follow our stay safe code and report it to a trusted adult.  We also remind the 

children that they can contact Childline. 

 

We share it here in our first newsletter of the year, so you can support this message at home. 

   

“Please don’t do that - I 

don’t like it!” 

If they don’t stop – tell a 

trusted adult! 
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Recycled school chairs 

 

We have 60 spare school chairs that are no longer needed, but we really don’t want to just send them 

to landfill.  30 are suitable for 4-7 year olds and 30 are best suited for 7-9 year olds. 

 

If you would like one for your child’s ‘desk’ at home, then they will be available for collection on the 

school playground next Tuesday morning (Tuesday 14th September) between 8:40 and 9am.   

 

They are free - first come, first served. 

 

If you would like a larger number i.e. for a church youth group then please contact the school office. 

 

We are very grateful to St Katharine’s 

for donating some of their spare 

chairs to u - these are being used in 

Class 2 and 4. 

Restocking our library shelves 

 

We love reading here at the Priory and after dabbling in  

e-books during the pandemic, we really want to get back to 

holding a physical book in our hands. 

 

We sent a lot of books home during lockdown and we are 

still short of gold, white and lime books particularly. 

 

Next Tuesday is book amnesty day.  Bring back any school 

book - no questions asked! It might also be a good time to 

‘donate’ any books which are no longer read at home to a 

good cause - namely your school library! 

 

Our hope is to fill our class bookshelves with high quality texts, from a diverse range of authors, that 

the children just can’t wait to read! 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

 

We are looking forward to ‘rebooting’ our extra-curricular 

clubs in the next few weeks.  A number of our previous 

providers are no longer able to offer their services, so we are 

on the look-out for new clubs - particularly relating to our 

school priorities around social, physical, mental and emotional 

health. 

 

If you can recommend a club for the school to contact (and if 

you know they might be interested in holding one for our 

pupils) - then please let the school office know. 

 

Any external club run on the school site has to follow the 

requirements laid down in the school’s own Child Protection policy. 
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Upcoming Diary Dates 

The message hub for all year groups is now Google Classroom.  This has replaced the Class Blog page.  

As well as sharing home learning instructions, teachers will post photos and updates about what the 

class has been learning. 

The Class Page on the website is where we will upload curriculum newsletters and other core 

Monday 13th Sept 9:30 -10:30am 

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

4 – 4:30pm 

Induction workshop for volunteers 

Join Zoom Meeting with Mrs Fidge https://

us04web.zoom.us/j/71016490948?

pwd=dEgyR25nOU9kU0t0b0dkcFk0ZXpyUT09 Meeting 

ID: 710 1649 0948 Passcode: S5i39f 

Meet the teacher Y5 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/79544200867?

pwd=dFZtNUZoUk5JeVpma294R0NjNTg5dz09 Meeting 

ID: 795 4420 0867 Passcode: 0b28kt 

Wednesday 15th Sept   
 

 
 
 
 
4 – 4:30pm 

Reception Transition Day 

Older pupils am—9.30-11.30 am (DOB - 1st September - 
15th December 2016 ) 
Younger pupils pm - 12.30-2.30pm (DOB - 16th December 
2016 - 31st August 2017) 
 
Meet the teacher Y4 

Join Zoom Meeting with Mr McLean https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/79527945314?
pwd=K3dBdUg1Kzdnald6VlpaTG4xbksvUT09 

Meeting ID: 795 2794 5314 Passcode: r91zfa 
  

Thursday 16th Sept 8:40am 

  
  
  
4 - 5pm 

Reception Class First Day 

Coffee and tissues in the school hall between 8:40 – 9:30am 
  
 
Meet the teacher Y6 (includes SATs and residential  
information) 

Join Zoom Meeting Miss Field & Mr Ruffle https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/71188220813?
pwd=THJZaElTTWcvTTdITlgreUlLbHVsZz09 

Meeting ID: 711 8822 0813 Passcode: BUq3z3 

Monday 20th Sept All day Extra-Curricular Clubs due to start 
 
School to School Support Programme 
 
Leadership teams from St James and St Katharine’s working 
at the Priory School; 

Thursday 23rd Sept 9:30—10:30am 
 
 
 
2:30pm 

Primary Futures—Dorset Showcase Virtual Event 
 
Class 4, 5 and 6 
 
Team Captain Elections 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71016490948?pwd=dEgyR25nOU9kU0t0b0dkcFk0ZXpyUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71016490948?pwd=dEgyR25nOU9kU0t0b0dkcFk0ZXpyUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71016490948?pwd=dEgyR25nOU9kU0t0b0dkcFk0ZXpyUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79544200867?pwd=dFZtNUZoUk5JeVpma294R0NjNTg5dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79544200867?pwd=dFZtNUZoUk5JeVpma294R0NjNTg5dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79544200867?pwd=dFZtNUZoUk5JeVpma294R0NjNTg5dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79527945314?pwd=K3dBdUg1Kzdnald6VlpaTG4xbksvUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79527945314?pwd=K3dBdUg1Kzdnald6VlpaTG4xbksvUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79527945314?pwd=K3dBdUg1Kzdnald6VlpaTG4xbksvUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71188220813?pwd=THJZaElTTWcvTTdITlgreUlLbHVsZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71188220813?pwd=THJZaElTTWcvTTdITlgreUlLbHVsZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71188220813?pwd=THJZaElTTWcvTTdITlgreUlLbHVsZz09

