
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

After managing to keep the school virtually ‘virus-free’ since March 2020, dealing with a COVID 

outbreak right at the start of term has been incredibly challenging.  Children and families affected have 

been so supportive and understanding - in fact 30% of the school community have taken a PCR test in 

the last few weeks to try to keep each other safe.   Thank you. 

 

Staff have also responded brilliantly, making sure Google Classrooms are up and running so we can 

upload remote learning for the children having to self-isolate.   I never thought we would have to test 

our contingency measures so soon, but they have worked and we have stayed open. 

 

Public Health Dorset have advised a cautious stepping back down of measures from next week - unless 

there are new cases over the weekend.  On Monday 27th September, all children will be allowed to eat 

back in the hall and on Tuesday our official ’outbreak’ status will close.  This means we can do whole 

school indoor events again (such as rehearsing for our Harvest service on Friday) and mixed year group 

activities (such as School Council and Reception/Y6 buddy system). 

 

The Importance of School Attendance 

 

This outbreak has been such 

a blow, because I know 

many parents are so 

concerned about the 

learning their children have 

missed over the last 2 

academic years. 

 

In research done before the 

pandemic, there was a clear 

link between lower pupil 

attendance resulting in 

lower academic 

achievement (DfE 2016).   

  

What all our children need 

is a period of uninterrupted 

schooling - if they are well 

enough to do so and in line 

with COVID protocols.  I’m 

sure you will understand 

that any holiday absence 

requests in term time will 

not be authorised.  The impact of this latest outbreak on our school attendance data can be clearly seen 

above.  It will take all of us working hard together to improve these % over the rest of the year. 

 

Mr Ruffle      
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School Mission Statement 
 

“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 
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Drop off and Pick up Arrangements 

 
Just a reminder of the times for morning drop off and afternoon pick up. 

 

Morning arrival 

Children should arrive between 8:40 and 8:50am so they can complete their early morning work and are ready 

for the register at 8:55 am (at which time the school gate also closes).   

 

Please note that any child arriving after 8:55am will be classed as a late arrival.   

 

Any child who has failed to arrive at school by 9:10am will be classed as an unauthorised absence.   

 

Afternoon collection 

The school gate opens at 3:05 p.m., ready for prompt collection at 3:10 p.m. (EYFS & KS1) &                        

3:15 p.m. (KS2 - Y3, 4, 5 and 6).   

 

Early collection 

A number of parents have asked if they can pick up their children early on a regular basis to attend sports clubs 

etc.  I’m afraid this is not something we can accommodate due to the fact that we will usually be in whole 

school worship and then reading a class story.  With prior agreement and for a valid reason, children in Y4, 5 

and 6 can be collected at 3:10pm but this is not something we can easily facilitate for Y3. 

How You Can Help Reduce the Risk of COVID-19 Infection - 

Advice from SW Health Protection Team 

“Please ensure all children who have tested positive for COVID-19 (PCR or LFT) are isolating for 10 full days and 

only return if they are well as per NHS guidance: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-

isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/. 

 

Please ensure all children who have tested positive for COVID-19 using an rapid lateral flow device (LFD) book 

a confirmatory PCR test as soon as possible (within 48 hours). If the test is positive, they should continue to 

isolate as a positive case. If the test is negative, and they remain symptom free, they can return to school. 

 

Please ensure all children with symptoms of COVID-19 self-isolate immediately and book a test. If they test 

positive they must continue to self-isolate as a positive case. If they test negative, and have recovered, they can 

return to school.” 

 

Marathon Man 

Mr Swain is running the London Marathon in aid of the Priory school on Sunday 3rd October.  

We would really like the money to go towards something that would be of educational benefit. The project in 

mind is a small building or allocated area that would house Lego construction opportunities. Lego is not only of 

educational benefit but calming in nature and a lot of fun. We hope this will further 

boost children's love of technology, building, architecture in a stimulating and practical 

way. If you would like to support this project you can sponsor Mr Swain by bank 

transfer to: 

The Priory School Parent Staff Society 

30-90-89 

39918560 

Please state that the donation is for the Marathon 

Alternatively if you wish to present the school with a lego kit, that would be great too! 

If anyone also has Lego they no longer require we would be happy to take it off your 

hands! 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fhow-long-to-self-isolate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlexa.Gainsbury%40phe.gov.uk%7C95d50797414c45b3550908d949c6ffbe%7Cee4e
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fhow-long-to-self-isolate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlexa.Gainsbury%40phe.gov.uk%7C95d50797414c45b3550908d949c6ffbe%7Cee4e
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Primary Futures 

Dorset Schools Showcase Event 

 

We were delighted to be part of the Primary Futures ‘Inspiring 

Dorset’ event on Thursday.  Primary Futures seeks to inspire 

children and young people with career aspirations.  At this virtual 

event, our upper KS2 met: 

 

 Frances is a Senior Planning Policy Officer for Dorset Council. 

 Her advice was: Do what you love and your work will be 

enjoyable. Be passionate about your job! 

 Gordon is an engineer (Consultant Senior Client Representative) who works on the installation of wind 

turbines for Formosa 2 Offshore Wind Taiwan. 

 His advice was: Be kind to people and listen to your teachers because they are sharing their knowledge with 

you and teaching you about the big wide world. 

 Sandra is a Trading Lifecycle Senior Associate at JP Morgan in Bournemouth. 

Her advice was: You can do anything you put your mind to, you just have to work hard! 

 

Year 4 have further events planned with Primary Futures later in the year. 

Inspiring Curriculum 

 

Our teachers have continued to deliver our revamped curriculum.  In the last fortnight we’ve seen 

Rocket Mice in Year 2, The Mysterious Egg in Year 1, a Greek Day in Year 4 and Year 3 busily making 

their Viking helmets (Mr Swain, we know that horns are probably not an historically accurate 

representation).  I wish I’d seen Mrs Fidge and Mr Swain in role as Nancy and Bill Sykes! 

 

A number of children isolating in Year 6 produced a PowerPoint for the rest of the school about the 

Great British Beach Clean last weekend.  We want to encourage more pupil-led worship and assembly 

times this year. 
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Extra Curricular Clubs 

We are pleased to share our Autumn term extra-curricular offer.  A number of our previous external providers 

are no longer able to deliver a club at the moment.  The good news is that all the teachers have volunteered to 

run at least one club or activity this term.  Atorro Sports have also agreed to work with the school in the future 

and will start a tennis club and multi-sports club for younger children in the new year. 

 

Mrs Moss has finally had to fully devote herself to her new role and she will be greatly missed.  Mr Morrow 

now runs our Ukulele clubs and I am working with Mr Earl, our new school Governor and Choir Master at the 

Priory Church, on some exciting new plans to develop music enrichment.  

 

Clubs start the week commencing Monday 4th October (subject to the all clear from Public Health). 

 

Breakfast clubs are by invite only and lunchtime clubs are unlimited.  Clubs offered by outside providers need to 

be booked separately.  For any school staff led after-school club, you need to secure your place by completing 

the Google Form link below.   

 

Places are limited and will be offered on a first come, first served basis.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXcyrrXbuVa9DXlDZmJr7GLD4Mv_Hq0pzvzYR6lnNP7GqK6Q/

viewform  

 

DAY BEFORE 

SCHOOL 

LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL  

3.15pm-4.15pm 

MON 

  

  

    
Zentangle KS2 

(Mrs Fidge) 
  
  
  

Senior Leadership Meeting 

  
Netball Club Y5 & 6 

(Miss Ridley / Mrs Colebeck tbc) 
  

Book Club Y2 - 4 
(Miss Dyer) 

TUES 

  

  
  
  

Band Club Y5/6 
(Mr Swain) 

  

Staff Meeting 
  

  

WED 

  

  

  
  

Well-being Wednesday EYFS & 

KS1 
(Miss Etheridge and Miss  

Webber) 
  

Keep Calm and Colour Y3/4 
(Miss Bryan) 

  

Football Club (mixed Y5,6) 
(Mr Hall and Mrs Miller) 

  
DH Dance (all year groups) 

Fee payable - flyer attached to this  

newsletter 

THUR 

  

  

Maths Booster 

Club 
(Mr Swain) 

  

Ukulele Club 
 (Patrick Morrow) 

Fee payable - registration form 

attached to this newsletter 
  
  
  

Netball Club Y3, 4 
(Miss Webber and Miss Field) 

  
Indoor Athletics Club Y5,6 (max 18) 

(Mr McLean and Mr Ruffle) 
  

FRI   Board Games Club EYFS & KS1 
(Mrs Sibbald) 

Football Club 
AFC Bournemouth 3.15-4.15pm  

(Y2 /Y3/Y4 -max 30) 
Fee payable - registration form to follow 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXcyrrXbuVa9DXlDZmJr7GLD4Mv_Hq0pzvzYR6lnNP7GqK6Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXcyrrXbuVa9DXlDZmJr7GLD4Mv_Hq0pzvzYR6lnNP7GqK6Q/viewform
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Harvest Service (includes Welcome 

to Dolphins) 

Friday 1st October - 9:45am 

 

We are hoping that we will be able to go ahead with 

our whole school beginning of term service at Priory 

Church. 

 

This is our Harvest Service and the theme this year is, 

‘Build longer tables not bigger barns’.  We will be 

thinking about how we can welcome refugees in our 

community, including recent arrivals from Afghanistan 

and Hong Kong. 

 

As is traditional, at the start of the service, the children have the opportunity to donate a gift to the 

Christchurch Foodbank.  Please bring any non-perishable food items - a ’shopping list’ is attached with 

the newsletter.  The children need to be able to carry the gifts themselves to the church. 

 

At this service we also take the opportunity to welcome our Dolphin children to our school 

community.  Each Dolphin child is presented with a prayer book from the FPS.  All parents are invited 

and Dolphin parents have allocated seating just behind the children.  

 

As with all our worship services, including the Nativity service, filming and photography is not 

allowed.  An opportunity for photos will be given at the end. 

 

Subject to restrictions, parents are invited to return to school after the service for coffee and biscuits - 

kindly provided by the FPS. 

Menu Warning 

 

We are certainly living through strange times.  Our catering suppliers (HC3S) have warned of supply 

issues over the autumn and winter period, which may mean some last minute changes to our set lunch 

menu (particularly meat recipes). 

 

Our on-site catering team have assured us that, even in the worst case scenario, there would always be 

24 hours notice and that parents would be informed.  

 

On that note, next Friday (1st October) the vegetable goujons has been changed to cheese & potato 

pasty. If you wish to make any changes to your child’s order, please log on to your account at 

www.scopay.com 

Priory Bears 

Year 1 Fundraising 

 

We all need a good news story and this is a 

cracker! 

 

Members of Class 1 have been attending a 

football group on Saturdays, run by Coby’s 

dad Matt, since Easter last year. 

 

The DCF Priory Bears have been collecting a 

contribution from all children attending to 

pay towards the pitch hire.  

 

They are pleased to be able to donate their 

surplus  proceeds so far, to the FPS, and here 

are the Bears proudly handing over the 

cheque for £232. Well done Class 1!   
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School Development Priorities 2021-22 

 

Deliver high quality teaching and learning 

1.Improve rates of progress in Writing (including SEND and vulnerable) 

2. Improve rates of progress in Maths (including SEND and vulnerable) 

3. Improve rates of progress in Reading (including SEND and vulnerable) 

4. Deliver a compelling, sequenced and relevant curriculum from Reception to Year 6 

5.Ensure consistently high standards of teaching (including online) in terms of subject knowledge and 

pedagogical understanding. 

Nurture mental, emotional, social and physical well-being 

6. Ensure pupils are Ready, Respectful and Safe 

7. Equip the school community with the tools to be ‘Head, Heart and Body Smart’. 

Build a compassionate community of active citizens community 

8. Prepare our pupils to become good neighbours by living sustainably, serving locally and caring 

globally. 

Provide a safe, sustainable and welcoming learning environment 

9. Improve the classroom and outdoor environments. 

Strive for professional excellence in leadership & management 

10. Build leadership and governance capacity in order to develop high quality teaching and learning 

across the school and robust management systems to keep children safe. 

We are here to serve our community.  We are planning to, once again, 

hold a parent conference in January 2022 to update everyone on our 

progress towards our school development priorities and to listen to your 

feedback. 
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Upcoming Diary Dates 

 

 

Tuesday 28th Sept  Y3 Viking Day 

 

Dolphins Class School Nurse - Hearing Test 

Wed 29th Sept  Primary PE Leadership Academy event (selected Y6 pupils) 

Thurs 30th Sept  Collaborative School to School Learning Day 

St James and St Katharine’s leadership teams at the Priory 

Fri 1st Oct 9.45am Beginning of term service @ The Priory Church  

(Harvest and presentation of Prayer books to Dolphins) followed by 

coffee in the school hall. 

Wednesday 6th Oct All day 

  

1:30 – 2:30pm 

Individual Pupil Photos 

  

How to Support Phonics 

(parent workshop led by Mrs Sibbald) 

Please note this session will be recorded 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75916201259?

pwd=NjZkZmRLdkxEdnR2SW1zQmkvVFlzQT09 

Meeting ID: 759 1620 1259 Passcode: 7K6m41 

Friday 8th Oct 1:30 – 2:30pm How to Support Younger Children in Maths (parent workshop led by 
Mr Swain and Mrs Fidge) 
Please note this session will be recorded 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77536595748?
pwd=VWNmQXV4RC9DZGNkSFBwaDRMejdOQT09  

Meeting ID: 775 3659 5748 Passcode: 5dwxs6 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75916201259?pwd=NjZkZmRLdkxEdnR2SW1zQmkvVFlzQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75916201259?pwd=NjZkZmRLdkxEdnR2SW1zQmkvVFlzQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77536595748?pwd=VWNmQXV4RC9DZGNkSFBwaDRMejdOQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77536595748?pwd=VWNmQXV4RC9DZGNkSFBwaDRMejdOQT09

