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Friday 17th September 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

COVID-19 Outbreak Management extended until Friday 24th September 

 

I am writing to share an update regarding the COVID-19 outbreak at Priory School.  Public 

Health Dorset, the South West Health Protection Team and BCP Council have been 

working with the school to agree the appropriate measures that should be taken.  All 

positive cases within the school setting have been discussed and it's been agreed that the 

school (and our parents) have acted responsibly and taken all the necessary actions. 

 

There are encouraging signs that the number of new infections is slowing, but the school 

has been advised to remain vigilant for a while longer to prevent a further outbreak and, 

as a consequence, more disruption to learning.  Coronavirus is usually a mild illness for 

most children and vaccinated adults, however some can become seriously unwell and 

we do need to protect one another.  

 

Our outbreak management plan has been extended to Friday 24th September.  You have 

probably already noticed a number of additional steps that have been taken to reduce 

the risk of infection and these will continue into next week. 

 

 The school will continue to ‘bubble’ the two particular classes affected.  This means 

these children will eat in their classrooms and not attend indoor whole school 

gatherings.  Our Team Captain elections have been postponed until 07.10.2021. 

 

 Enhanced cleaning has been taking place since last week, including additional 

cleaning of high traffic areas and handles.  The school is being ‘fogged’ weekly 

with a recommended disinfectant.  All spaces are well-ventilated. 

 

 All equipment which is shared between classes i.e. chrome books, are cleaned 

after use.  In the affected classrooms, children have been encouraged to not share 

any resources.  
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 The school has been advised to delay the start of its after school clubs until Monday 

27th September at the earliest.  As a result of the outbreak, our extra curriculum 

timetable is delayed and we now hope to share this next week.  Please note that 

Mr Morrow is able to teach ukulele (in year groups) starting on Thursday 23rd 

September. 

 

 The school has also been advised that we are able to take a more cautious 

approach to illness and close contacts during the outbreak.   This means we will 

send children home who say they are feeling unwell, even if they do not have a 

high temperature, cough and loss of taste and smell.   

 

 This also means that the school will strongly request, when there is a confirmed 

positive case in the household such as a sibling, that other children in the household 

do not come to school until they have a negative PCR.  The majority of new cases 

this week are siblings of positive cases.  You can book a PCR test online or by 

calling 119. Please share any test results with the school straightaway, as often we 

are able to respond more quickly than NHS Test and Trace. 

 

 Finally, everyone in our school has once again been reminded of the importance 

of personal hygiene in combatting this virus – especially the regular washing of 

hands.  The children have been doing really well with this. 

 

It is frustrating that a number of classes have seen such significant disruption at the start of 

term. However, I’ve been encouraged by the resilience of our children and our amazing 

staff team – everyone has rolled their sleeves up and made the best of a difficult situation.  

Thank you.  I would like to reassure you that the school is being closely monitored by Public 

Health Dorset and they will advise me if further intensive steps need to be taken or when 

this particular outbreak has run its course.   

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr P Ruffle 

Headteacher 
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