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Friday 10th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to Class 5. We hope you had a lovely summer break and children are refreshed, 

invigorated and ready for the new term. I wish your child a happy and successful year ahead. 

Our whole school focus continues to be captured in the phrase ‘Learn, Flourish, Achieve’ and 

we continue to set whole school and individual targets with this in mind.  
 

We would like to share with you in advance some of the learning we will cover this term. We 

have already commenced our curriculum timetable - Maths, English, topic etc. which will begin 

with a focus on learning skills, presentation and whole school expectations.  
 

Our learning will be organised so that core skills, maths, reading and writing related lessons will 

usually take place in the mornings; other subjects, including topic work and science, will follow 

in the afternoons. We would of course welcome any future support in the way of resources from 

parents or members of the family who have an interest or indeed expertise in any of the topics 

we are covering. 
 

Topic: We begin the year with our Victorian project ‘The Workshop of the World’. Children will 

learn about the growth of industry and technology as well as changes in welfare using the 

history of the school and the Red House Museum as examples. The story of Oliver Twist will be 

our way into investigating the past and making comparisons with today. 
 

English: During English in the Autumn Term, we will be studying historical stories/poetry as well as 

focusing on recounts and instructions. Children will also be learning some rhymes and poems. 

Spelling, presentation and reading are of major importance in Year 5. Children are expected to 

write in a joined, fluent style and will expand their knowledge of spelling rules and grammar. 

‘Oliver Twist’ will be used as a stimulus for reading and writing. 
 

We are keen to encourage children to read every day and to enjoy reading in leisure time. Do 

model reading at home – the newspaper, magazines, letters and online information texts as 

well as books. I ask that you monitor their reading diaries and date/comment inside on a 

regular basis. Diaries should be in school every day. They will be checked formally on Fridays 

and children will receive certificates according to the number of reads.  
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Spelling: We aim to personalise spelling in class this year. Children will record spellings and 

words/phrases they need to use in their writing in their spelling journal. However, there are key 

words that children need to know how to spell and these can be found on Google Classroom 

and will also be covered as part of their home learning. Please encourage your child to 

practise these spellings using the ‘Look, Cover, Write’ method.  
 

Maths: Children should be fluent in their times tables to 12, please reinforce this. They should 

also aim to be proficient in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division using written 

methods. Please encourage this when you can and in particular mental addition and 

subtraction of 2-digit numbers to 100. 
 

Science: Our first unit is ‘Animals including Humans.’ Children will compare the life-cycles of 

different animals including humans and look at changes in humans over age. Vocabulary 

children will be learning will include: puberty, life cycle, gestation, womb, growth, reproduction, 

egg, foetus, baby, birth, and fertilisation. 
 

Sport: For our class, gymnastics or dance will be on a Tuesday and games will take place on 

Wednesday. Please ensure that your child comes to school wearing suitable kit. 
 

In Art, we will be using mixed media to develop our own interpretation of Van Gogh’s work. 
 

In RE, we will be learning about incarnation, asking the question ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’ 
 

In Music, we will be basing our learning on the song Living on a Prayer by Bon Jovi, using the 

Charanga programme. We will touch upon the musical 'Oliver’, and the history of music. 
 

In Computing, we will develop our understanding of how to stay safe online.  
 

In MFL, we will be learning French with a weekly visit by a language specialist from Twynham 

School.  
 

In PSHE, we will be using the Jigsaw scheme to think about ‘Being in my world’, as well as 

learning how to ‘Get Heartsmart’. 
 

Home Learning: Children will receive either reading or grammar related home learning, as well 

as spellings, on a Monday via Google Classroom. This will need to be returned by Thursday. On 

Thursday they will receive maths, which will either be arithmetic or problem solving in nature. 

This is due the following Monday. 
 

Educational Visits: We will be taking local visits around Christchurch throughout the term and if 

all goes to plan, we will be attending the Victorian Christmas at Beaulieu on Wednesday 8th 

December. Details will follow nearer the time. 
 

If you have any questions, please make an appointment at the school office to meet with me 

after school. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Mr Swain 
Class 5 Teacher  


