
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

One of the highlights this week has been seeing the children so excited about all the extra-curricular 

activities restarting.  As well as AFC Bournemouth, DH Dance and our Ukulele Champion, Mr Morrow, 

running clubs, there are 15 members of staff giving up their time at lunchtime or after-school to provide 

new opportunities such as Zentangle, indoor athletics or netball.  All staff have reported how 

appreciative and well-behaved the children have been! 

 

On Wednesday, our Year 5 and 6 mixed football team played in the Christchurch football tournament 

and came second!  A huge well done to all the players and Mrs Miller for organising the squad. 

 

Mr Earl, the Priory Church Musical Director, is starting 2 new school choirs after October half-term.  

There will be a junior choir for Y2-4 pupils and a senior choir for Y5-6.  The hope is that our new choirs 

will perform at a number of our Christmas events.  Rehearsals will take place during school hours and 

there is no charge - but children will need to commit for a half-term at a time.  Mr Earl is coming into 

school to explain all this to the children and encourage children to sign up in the last week of half-term. 

 

Mr Ruffle      
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School Mission Statement 
 

“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 

Worship Value - Hope 
‘
I am the gate; whoever enters through me 

will...find life in all its fullness.” John 10:9-10  

 

We enjoyed reflecting on this poem in our 

worship last week. 

 

Endless possibilities 

Of footsteps 

Yet to be trodden 

Air yet to be breathed. 

And oceans crossed? 

You do? 

I do, too. 

For this is hope 

And hope becomes 

Reality 

When the window 

Becomes a door 

And you can throw it wide. 

Welcome Dolphins 

 

Our new Reception children, Dolphin Class, did really well 

at the Church service last Friday   I think it was the most 

people inside the Priory Church since the pandemic started!  

Thanks also to our amazing Year 6 buddies, who looked 

after the little ones so well, and to the FPS for providing 

the beautiful Prayer books that we hope the children will 

cherish for years to come.  
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Harvest Service 

Thank You 

  

Please see this email we received from the Christchurch Foodbank. 

 

“A HUGE thank you to the Christchurch Priory and the parents, children and staff of Priory Primary 

School for the wonderful Harvest donation and all the special parcels from the children.  What a 

difference your donation will make to our community.  Bless you!”          

Supporting Your Child with Phonics 

 
Schools are required to teach a systematic synthetic phonics programme to help 

children learn to read and write.  This work is mainly done in Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2. 

 

In English there are about 44 different sounds (phonemes). Children are taught the 

letters (graphemes) that represent these sounds (phonemes). They learn to put the 

phonemes together (blend them) to read words. They also learn to 

break words into phonemes (segment them) for spelling. 

 

Mrs Sibbald’s parent presentation on ’Priory Phonics’ is now available to view on 

the whole school Google Classroom stream. 

 

Priory School is also working closely with Lesley Clarke to develop our teaching in 

this area.  She has a wealth of resources for parents on her website (free):   https://

www.lesleyclarkesyntheticphonics.co.uk/index.php/parents 

 

It is still true that one of the best ways to support your child at home is to read and re-read the 2 school reading 

books which come home each week.  One is well-matched to the phoneme they are currently learning and the 

other one (linked to our book band scheme) is to develop their comprehension and love of reading. 

 

Developing your child’s confidence with early reading is a key priority for us, so if you have any questions about 

this, please ask your teacher at the parent consultations next week. 

Marathon Man 

Despite battling a chest infection, Mr Swain 

completed the London marathon in a very 

respectable 4 hours and 13 

minutes! 

 

This year he is raising 

money for new Lego 

construction kits for the 

school.  This is an example 

of our first purchase.  To 

donate, please send money 

to the FPS bank account. 

The Priory School Parent Staff Society 

30-90-89 

39918560 

Mr Swain’s presentation on supporting children 

with early Maths is now available on the whole 

school Google Classroom stream. 

I Have a Dream 

 

As part of our celebration of Black 

History Month, Martin Luther King is 

our learning hero for October.   

 

His famous ‘I have a dream’ speech is 

full of hope that one day all people 

will be treated fairly.  We listened to the song, ‘We shall 

overcome.’ 

 

The children will be encouraged to think how they can make 

life better for someone, perhaps one of the many refugees 

from Hong Kong or Afghanistan who have recently had to 

move to our country.   

 

We will be collecting children’s stationery so we can pass it 

on to families in need from next week. For more 

information you can also visit https://afghanwelcome.org/ 
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Parent Consultation Evenings 
 

In the busyness of getting back to some sort of 

‘normal’, you may have missed the message 

that our first parent consultations of the year 

are on Monday 11th October and Tuesday 12th 

October.  There are one or two spaces still 

available. However, the online booking system 

has closed and you will need to book through 

the School Office.  

 

Please note that if you booked a Monday 

appointment with Miss Etheridge, these have 

now changed to Wednesday 13th October. 

School Tours for Prospective Parents 2022-23 

 

Competition for pupils in Christchurch schools is fierce, with more school places available than eligible 

pupils.  We are keen to promote the Priory School and we believe the best way to do this is by word 

of mouth and for parents to see the school for themselves. 

 

If you know anyone who is looking for a school place for next September 2022 (even across the river 

in Southbourne / Tuckton area), please encourage them to consider Priory School.  Funding is based on 

pupil numbers, so any class size below 30 has a significant impact on our budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council 

 

School Council have been meeting to 

choose some new playground 

equipment for the school. 

 

I am pleased to report that a nearly 

unanimous decision was reached and 

that new parachutes, scooter boards, 

balance walkers and ‘catch cannons’ 

have been ordered. 
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A Love of Reading and Fact Finding! 
 

On Monday, a representative from BCP libraries came into school to share some of the new books which are 

available in Christchurch library.  Miss Field is hoping to arrange a library visit for all classes before the end of 

term. 

 

On the last Friday in September, Bransgore Rotary Club very kindly donated ‘Dictionaries 4 life’ to all our 

current Year 5, as they missed the normal summer presentation. 

Y6 2020-21 Legacy gift 

 

A massive thank you to last year’s 6 

for their legacy gift.  The giant 

reading chair for the sensory garden 

is still awaited and we are expecting  

a staff training session on the 3D 

printer very soon!  

 

Year 6 really enjoyed their work 

with Tinkercad last year, and we 

are looking forward to printing 

some of their digital designs.  

Home Learning Feedback 

 

A number of parents have expressed a preference for ‘screen 

free’ homework, which we absolutely understand. 

 

We will continue to set home learning activities on Google 

Classroom and many of these will involve using online 

software, such as IXL and Times Tables Rockstars.  This system 

is working really well for many children. 

 

However, we want to reassure all parents that this work can be 

done in a physical book, rather than on a screen, and handed 

in to the teacher that way.  After half-term, we are about to 

launch a new handwriting scheme (Nelson) so any extra 

practice will stand your child in good stead. 

Goodbye Mrs Williams-Moody 

Our School Cook for the last 9 years, Mrs Williams-Moody, has decided the 

time is right to move on to new adventures and we will no longer see her in 

the Priory kitchen serving up hot school lunches.  As a school community we 

are sad to see her go and we would all like to thank her for looking after our 

children so well over the years. 

 

On a personal note, during the first lockdown, Gaynor (as we all know her) 

came in every single day to look after the children allowed in school and 

prepare food parcels for those at home.  I will never forget how she went 

above and beyond during that time. 

 

School Kitchen Vacancies 

 

Hc3s (Hampshire catering) are now looking to recruit 2 positions in the Priory kitchen. 

 Cook Supervisor (25 hours per week, term time only) £9.62 per hour 

 Catering Assistant (16.25 hours per week, term time only) £9.25 per hour 

 

For further details, please speak to Wendy Wood, District Manager on 07793 758254. 
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Upcoming Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 11th Oct Morning 

 

 

 

 

Morning 

 

3.30 - 7pm 

A live musical performance for all children  

Indian Classical Musical 

Soundstorm Live & Inspired: Raga and Tal’ - A journey into 

the poetic world of Indian Classical Music 

 

Primary Futures Workshop 2 (Y4, 5 and 6) 

 

Parent Consultation Evening 

Tuesday 12th Oct 3.30 - 6pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Thursday 14th Oct 9:30 – 10:30am Open Morning for prospective parents 

Friday 15th Oct 9:30 – 10:30am 

  

1:30 – 2:30pm 

Open Morning for prospective parents 

  

How to support older children in Maths 

(parent workshop led by Mr Swain and Mrs Fidge) 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/71692412917?

pwd=WW1nUEpqNVlKejRvN0tTV1dkUFR4QT09 

Meeting ID: 716 9241 2917 Passcode: 614jp1 

Monday 18th Oct 1:30 – 2:30pm 

  
- 

Open Afternoon for prospective parents 

  
Round the World Home Learning project (no online home-
work set) 

Tuesday 19th Oct 1:30 – 2:30pm 

  
Open Afternoon for prospective parents 

  

Wednesday 20th Oct  Bournemouth Aviation Trip (Y2) 
 
Dare to believe Festival  
(invited children) 

Monday 25th Oct - Friday 29th Oct All Week Half-Term Holiday 

Wednesday 10th November RESERVE THE DATE FPS DISCO RETURNS 

Attendance  

 

Week Ending 08.10.21: 

92.84% 

 

 

Year to Date: 

95% 

Second - Hand School Uniform 
 

The FPS have kindly agreed to co-ordinate the sale of second-

hand branded uniform, with all proceeds going to the FPS. 

Prices will be kept low to ensure items are affordable.  

 

If you have any second-hand branded uniform to donate please 

contact Emily Sutton on 07921868949 or bring it to the School 

Office and we will pass it on to Mrs Sutton.  

 

If you would like to purchase any second-hand items then 

please look at the designated FPS Second-Hand Uniform 

Facebook page, the link is here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Priory-School-FPS-school-uniform-

shop-295273637665311/  

 

Or contact Emily Sutton directly on 07921868949 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71692412917?pwd=WW1nUEpqNVlKejRvN0tTV1dkUFR4QT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71692412917?pwd=WW1nUEpqNVlKejRvN0tTV1dkUFR4QT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71692412917?pwd=WW1nUEpqNVlKejRvN0tTV1dkUFR4QT09
https://www.facebook.com/The-Priory-School-FPS-school-uniform-shop-295273637665311/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Priory-School-FPS-school-uniform-shop-295273637665311/

