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Subject Overview: MUSIC (updated September 2021)

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year R It’s All About Me
Harvest

-Charanga music –
ME –
Listening and
responding to
different styles of
music Embedding
foundations of the
interrelated
dimensions of music
Learning to sing to
nursery rhymes and
action songs
Improvising leading
to playing classroom
instruments
Share and perform
the learning that has
taken place

Elmer’s World

Charanga music –
My Stories -
Listening and
responding to
different styles of
music Embedding
foundations of the
interrelated
dimensions of
music       Learning
to sing to nursery
rhymes and action
songs
Improvising
leading to playing
classroom
instruments
Share and perform
the learning that
has taken place

Performances:

Once upon A Time

Music Charanga  -
Everyone: Listening and
responding to different
styles of music
Embedding foundations
of the interrelated
dimensions of music
Learning to sing to
nursery rhymes and
action songs
Improvising leading to
playing classroom
instruments
Singing and learning to
play instruments within a
song.
Share and perform the
learning that has taken
place

Blast Off!
(Space)

Music Charanga
- Our World
Listening and
responding to
different styles of
music Embedding
foundations of the
interrelated
dimensions of
music
Learning to sing
to nursery rhymes
and action songs
Improvising
leading to playing
classroom
instruments
Singing and
learning to play
instruments
within a song.

Minibeast Madness

Music Charanga
BIG BEAR FUNK
Focus: Listening and
appraising Funk
music
Embedding
foundations of the
interrelated
dimensions of music
using voices and
instruments Learning
to sing Big Bear
Funk and revisiting
other nursery rhymes
and action songs
Playing instruments
within the song
Improvisation using
voices and
instruments
Riff-based

Commotion in the
Ocean

Music Charanga
REFLECT,
REWIND AND
REPLAY
Revision of Units
for a performance,
a context for the
History of Music
and the Language
of Music.



Grandparents
Singalong
Nativity

Share and
perform the

learning that has
taken place

-

composition
Share and perform

Year 1 Dino Discovery

Hey You!
Style: Old school hip
hop
Instrumental
progression: C, G
We will begin to
understand that pulse
is the foundation of
all music and begin
to find the pulse on
our own.
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by singing
songs and speaking
chants and rhymes.
~Play tuned and
un-tuned instruments
musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a
range of high quality
live and recorded
music

Toy Story

Rhythm In The
Way We Walk and
The Banana Rap
Style: Reggae, hip
hop
We will begin to
understand that
rhythm is the long
and short sounds
that happen over
the pulse.
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by
singing songs and
speaking chants
and rhymes.
~Play tuned and
un-tuned
instruments
musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a
range of high

Island Homes

In The Groove
Style: Blues, Latin, Folk,
Funk, Baroque, Bhangra
Instrumental
progression: A, C, D, G,
We will begin to
understand that pitch is
high and low sounds and
when added to pulse and
rhythm a song is created.
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by singing
songs and speaking
chants and rhymes.
~Play tuned and un-tuned
instruments musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a range
of high quality live and
recorded music
~Experiment with,
create, select, and

Panic on
Pudding Lane

Round and Round
Style: Latin
Bossa Nova, Film
music, Big Band
Jazz, Mash-up,
Latin Fushion
Instrumental
progression: A,
B, C, D, E, F, G
We will begin to
explain how
tempo and
dynamics can be
used in a piece of
music.
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by
singing songs and
speaking chants
and rhymes.
~Play tuned and
un-tuned

Seaside Rock!

Your Imagination
Style: film, pop,
musical
Instrumental
progression: C, G
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by singing
songs and speaking
chants and rhymes.
~Play tuned and
un-tuned instruments
musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a
range of high quality
live and recorded
music
~Experiment with,
create, select, and
combine sounds
using the
inter-related
dimensions of music.

Up our street

Style: Western
Classical music
Instrumental
progression: C, G
Skills:
~Use their voices
expressively and
creatively by
singing songs and
speaking chants
and rhymes.
~Play tuned and
un-tuned
instruments
musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a
range of high
quality live and
recorded music
~Experiment with,
create, select, and
combine sounds
using the
inter-related



~Experiment with,
create, select, and
combine sounds
using the
inter-related
dimensions of music.

quality live and
recorded music
~Experiment with,
create, select, and
combine sounds
using the
inter-related
dimensions of
music.

Performance:
Nativity
Grandparents
Singalong

combine sounds using
the inter-related
dimensions of music.

instruments
musically
~Listen with
concentration and
understanding to a
range of high
quality live and
recorded music
~Experiment
with, create,
select, and
combine sounds
using the
inter-related
dimensions of
music.

BBC Ten pieces:
The Firebird
Finale

Performance:
Christchurch Singing
Festival

dimensions of
music.

Year 2 Flight

Hands, Feet, Heart
Style: South African
Styles
All the learning is
focused around one
song: Hands, Feet,
Heart. The material
presents an
integrated approach
to music where

Weather Watch

Ho Ho Ho
Style: Christmas,
Big Band, Motown,
Elvis, Freedom
songs
This is a six-week
Unit of Work that
builds on previous
learning. It is
supported by
weekly lesson plans

Endurance

I Wanna Play In A
Band
Style: Rock
As well as learning to
sing, play, improvise and
compose with this song,
children will listen and
appraise classic rock
songs.

Sensational
Safari

Zootime
Style: Reggae
All the learning is
focused around
one song:
Zootime. The
material presents
an integrated
approach to music

I am Enough

Friendship song
Style: Pop, soul,
film, musical
These include new
Listen & Appraise
apps; new
progressive Warm-up
Games, Flexible
Games and
improvisation

Fit for life

Reflect, Rewind,
Replay
Style: Western
classical music

Listen and
Appraise Classical
music



games, the
dimensions of music
(pulse, rhythm, pitch
etc), singing and
playing instruments
are all linked. As
well as learning to
sing, play, improvise
and compose with
this song, children
will listen and
appraise different
styles of South
African music.

Children to begin
learning the recorder
in class 2.

and assessment. All
the learning is
focused around one
song: Ho Ho Ho - a
Christmas song.
You will Listen &
Appraise other
styles of music and
continue to embed
the interrelated
dimensions of
music through
games, singing and
playing.

Performance:
Nativity
Grandparents
Singalong

Children to begin
learning the
recorder in class 2.

BBC Ten Pieces:
Kerry Andrew No
Place Like Home

Children to begin
learning the recorder in
class 2.

where games, the
interrelated
dimensions of
music (pulse,
rhythm, pitch
etc.), singing and
playing
instruments are all
linked.

Children to begin
learning the
recorder in class
2.

resources, and a new
compose tool.
Perform with more
options too!

Children to begin
learning the recorder
in class 2.

Continue to embed
the foundations of
the interrelated
dimensions of
music using voices
and instruments
Singing
Play instruments
within the song
Improvisation using
voices and
instruments
Composition
Share and perform
the learning that
has taken place.

Children to begin
learning the
recorder in class 2.

Year 3 How to train your
Dragon

Let Your Spirit Fly
Style: R&B, Michael
Jackson, Western

Extreme Earth

Glockenspiel Stage
1

Amazon Adventure

Three Little Birds
Style: Reggae
 All the learning is
focused around one song:

Finding your
voice

The Dragon Song

The Iron Man

Bringing us together
Style: Disco/Anthem

Sun, Sea and
Sombreros

Reflect, Rewind,
Replay



Classical, Musicals,
Motown, Soul
All the learning is
focused around one
song: Let Your Spirit
Fly. The material
presents an
integrated approach
to music where
games, the
dimensions of music
(pulse, rhythm, pitch
etc), singing and
playing instruments
are all linked.

Children to continue
learning the recorder
in class 3.

Style: Learning
basic instrumental
skills by playing
tunes in varying
styles
This is a six-week
Unit of Work that
introduces the
children to learning
about the language
of music through
playing the
glockenspiel.

Performance:
Nativity

Children to
continue learning
the recorder in class
3.

BBC Ten
Pieces-Benjamin
Britten - ‘Storm’
Interlude from
‘Peter Grimes’

Three Little Birds. The
material presents an
integrated approach to
music where games,
elements of music (pulse,
rhythm, pitch etc.),
singing and playing
instruments are all
linked. As well as
learning to sing, play,
improvise and compose
with this song, children
will listen and appraise
other reggae songs.

Children to continue
learning the recorder in
class 3.

Style: A little bit
Funky and music
from around the
world
This unit contains
all the classic
teaching resources
you would expect
but with upgrades.
These include
new Listen &
Appraise apps;
new progressive
Warm-up Games,
Flexible Games
and improvisation
resources, and a
new compose
tool. Perform with
more options too!

Children to
continue learning
the recorder in
class 3.

This unit contains all
the classic teaching
resources you would
expect but with
upgrades. These
include new Listen &
Appraise apps; new
progressive Warm-up
Games, Flexible
Games and
improvisation
resources, and a new
compose tool.
Perform with more
options too!

Children to continue
learning the recorder
in class 3.

Style: Western
classical music

Musical learning
focus:

Listen and
Appraise Classical
music
Continue to embed
the foundations of
the interrelated
dimensions of
music using voices
and instruments
Singing
Play instruments
within the song
Improvisation using
voices and
instruments
Composition
Share and perform
the learning that
has taken place
Children to
continue learning
the recorder in class
3.



Year 4 It’s All Greek to Me

Mamma Mia! A
timeless pop song
from the 70s by
Abba
This unit contains all
the classic teaching
resources of; Listen
& Appraise,
progressive
Warm-up Games,
Flexible Games,
progressive
improvisation
resources, and a
compose tool.
As well as learning
to sing, play,
improvise and
compose with the
well known song
Mamma Mia,
children will listen
and appraise more
ABBA hits.

Bright Lights, Big
City

Glockenspiel 2 -
This unit introduces
the children to
learning about the
language of music
through playing the
glockenspiel.
The learning is
focused around
exploring and
developing playing
skills and having an
understanding of
the language of
music.

BBC Ten Pieces:
Aaron Copland -
Rodeo –
Hoe-Down

Performance:
Nativity

I like to Move it, Move
it.

A Song/Rap about
Bullying
This unit contains all the
classic teaching
resources of; Listen &
Appraise apps,
progressive Warm-up
Games, Flexible Games,
progressive
improvisation resources,
and a compose tool.
This Unit of Work builds
on previous learning. All
the learning is focused
around one song: Stop! -
a rap/song about
bullying. We will learn
about the interrelated
dimensions of music
through games, singing
and composing.

Global Gardens

A Soul/Gospel
Song by Bill
Withers
This unit contains
all the classic
teaching resources
of; Listen &
Appraise apps,
progressive
Warm-up Games,
Flexible Games,
progressive
improvisation
resources, and a
compose tool.
All the learning is
focused around
one song: Lean
On Me. The
material presents
an integrated
approach to music
where games, the
interrelated
dimensions of
music (pulse,
rhythm, pitch
etc.), singing and
playing

Tomb raiders

Blackbird by The
Beatles - a song
about civil rights.
This unit contains all
the classic teaching
resources of;  Listen
& Appraise apps,
progressive Warm-up
Games, Flexible
Games and
improvisation
resources, and a
compose tool.
The material presents
an integrated
approach to music
where games, the
dimensions of music
(pulse, rhythm, pitch
etc), singing and
playing instruments
are all linked.

Rivers Meet

This Unit of Work
consolidates the
learning that has
occurred during the
year. All the
learning is focused
around revisiting
songs and musical
activities, a context
for the History of
Music and the
beginnings of the
Language of Music.

Musical learning
focus:

Listen and
Appraise Classical
music.
Continue to embed
the foundations of
the interrelated
dimensions of
music using voices
and instruments.
Singing.
Play instruments
within the song.



instruments are all
linked.
Throughout the
unit we will be
encouraged to
keep focused on
musical learning;
the integration of
musical
learning/practice.

Improvisation using
voices and
instruments.
Composition.
Share and perform
the learning that
has taken place.
Listen and
Appraise a
different piece of
music each week.
Musical Activities
Share and
Perform

Year 5 Workshop of the
World

Livin’ On A Prayer
by Bon Jovi and
other Classic
Rock songs.

Children will:
Listen and Appraise
Take part in warm up

games
Learn new songs and

perform
Play instrumental

parts

Workshop of the
World

Classroom Jazz -
Three Note
Bossa and The
Five Note
Swing

Children will:
Listen and

Appraise
Learn about the

interrelated
dimensions of
music through
playing
instruments and
improvising

Performance

Our future is green

Make you Feel My
Love by Bob Dylan
(A pop ballad sung
by Adele) and other
pop ballads.

Children will:
Listen and Appraise
Take part in warm up

games
Pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.
Sing
Play instruments
Improvise and compose

Gladiators ready

The Fresh Prince
of Bel Air
(Old School
Hip Hop by
Will Smith)

Children will:
Listen and

Appraise
Take part in warm

up games
have an integrated

approach to
music where
games, the
interrelated
dimensions of

May the force be
with you

Dancing In The
Street by
Martha and the
Vandellas

Children will:
Listen and Appraise
Take part in warm up

games
have an integrated

approach where
the games, the
dimensions of
music, singing
and playing

Out of this World

Reflect, Rewind
and Replay

Children will:
Consolidate the

learning that
has occurred
during the year,
focused around
revisiting songs
and musical
activities, a
context for the
History of
Music and the
beginnings of



BBC Ten Pieces:
Gustav Holst -
‘Mars’ from
‘The Planets’

Performance:
Nativity

music (pulse,
rhythm, pitch
etc), singing
and playing
instruments
are all linked.

instruments are
all linked.

The Language
of Music

Listen and
Appraise
classical music

Sing
Play instruments

with a song
Improvise using

voices and
instruments

Compose and
perform to
peers

Year 5 Djembe
drumming

Year 6 Planet Protectors

I’ll be there -
Charanga
Music
workshop-Treasure
Island
Listening with
attention to detail
and recalling sounds
with increasing aural
memory.

War and peace

Christmas Songs
for Nativity and
trip to Beaulieu
Performance/
appreciation of live
music (Beaulieu)

Performance:
Nativity

Civil Rights

Music workshop- The
Tempest
A New year Carol -
Charanga
Developing an
understanding of the
history of music

Coast

Music workshop-
The Tempest
A New year
Carol -
Charanga
Developing an
understanding of
the history of
music

Benin Kingdom

Music
workshop-The
Tempest
Happy - Charanga
Improvise and
compose music  for a
range of purposes.

All the World’s a
Stage

Perform in solo and
ensemble contexts
using voices and
instruments with
increasing accuracy
fluency control and
expression.

BBC Ten Pieces:
Anna
Meredith-Connect
it




