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Monday 8th November 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Warn and Inform: Outbreak Management Plan in operation until Thursday 18th November 

Rising number of positive cases at the Priory School 

 

In the school newsletter on Friday 05.11.2021, I advised that we may need to action our 

Outbreak Management Plan.   

 

Following a rising number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 at Priory School over the 

weekend and a high level of absence today (84% attendance), we have undertaken a 

risk assessment with Public Health Dorset.  Additional contingency measures are now 

appropriate in Class 5 and I have written a separate letter to those concerned.  There are 

positive cases in other year groups, and the whole school community now needs to be 

aware that further measures may be stepped up as necessary. 

 

In line with the national guidance, you should take the following action:  

 

1. If you think your child has been in close contact with a positive case, or you have 

been directly contacted by NHS Test and Trace, then you need to book a PCR test 

online or by calling 119, for your child. If the test is positive, your child must self-

isolate for 10 days and you will be provided with advice by NHS Test and Trace. 

Your child does not need to self-isolate whilst waiting for the result.  Read further 

guidance for close contacts here. 

 

2. If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 at any time, please do not come to 

school but book a test (even if you have already taken a test). Symptoms of 

COVID-19 are: 

- A new, continuous cough, and/or 

- A temperature, and/or 

- A loss of, or change to, sense of test and/or smell.  

 

Your child should not return to school, even if the symptoms clear up, without a negative 

test result.  Other members of your household can continue normal activities provided you 
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do not develop symptoms or test positive.  

 

You should not arrange to have a PCR test if you have previously received a positive PCR 

test result in the last 90 days, unless you develop any new symptoms of COVID-19, as it is 

possible for PCR tests to remain positive for some time after COVID-19 infection. 

 

Our outbreak management plan is in force until Thursday 18th November.  The current 

measures are: 

 

 The school will ‘bubble’ Class 5.  This means these children will eat in their 

classrooms and not attend indoor whole school gatherings or mixed year clubs 

while the contingency measures are active.   

 

 Whole school indoor gatherings will now be virtual until Thursday 18th November.  

This means the FPS disco on Wednesday has been postponed until the new year. 

 

 Enhanced cleaning has been taking place since last week, including additional 

cleaning of high traffic areas and handles.  The school is being ‘fogged’ with a 

recommended disinfectant.  All spaces are well-ventilated. 

 

 All equipment which is shared between classes i.e. chrome books, are cleaned 

after use.  In the affected classroom, children have been encouraged to not share 

any resources.  

 

 The school has also been advised that we are able to take a more cautious 

approach to illness and close contacts during the outbreak.   This means we will 

send children home who say they are feeling unwell, even if they do not have a 

high temperature, cough and loss of taste and smell.  We will also request some 

children take a lateral flow test daily. 

 

We are monitoring the outbreak carefully and are hopeful that we may be able to 

contain the infection, using our experience from September.  We will keep everyone as 

fully informed as we can.  As we have seen this weekend, the situation can change very 

quickly so please share test results as soon as you are able.   

 

Thank you for your support and cooperation.  By working together in this way, I hope we 

can minimise the disruption as much as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr P Ruffle 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

  


