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Friday 5th November 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Thank you for all your support so far this school year. We hope you had a fantastic half 

term break and that the children are feeling refreshed and ready for the new half term. 
 

Our topic title for this half term is ‘Bright Lights, Big City’. This will be a Geography-led unit 

where we will be learning about different types of settlement around the world and how 

land is used within them. 
 

In other areas of the curriculum, we will be focusing on the following: 
 

In Maths, we will be:  

● Learning to utilise efficient mental and written methods for multiplication and 

division. 

● Continuing to embed and develop knowledge of core number skills in addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division. 
 

Home learning for Maths will be assigned via Google Classroom every Thursday, to be 

submitted by the following Monday. This will focus on the development of core fluency 

and problem-solving skills. Times table practice will be particularly crucial this year, with all 

children expected to have a secure understanding of their times tables by the end of Year 

4. Home learning will tend to include two parts: a number fluency focus and a skill-based 

focus. The number fluency focus will usually involve practice using Times Table Rockstars, 

where the children have been challenged to carry out at least 20 minutes practice each 

week to help secure this core knowledge. Using this online tool, children will be able to 

develop these core skills along their own journey, and be able to see a visual 

representation of their own progress over the course of the year. 
 

In English, we will be:  

● Reading and discussing ‘Shadow Forest’ by Matt Haig. 

● Writing two narratives, based on ‘A Rival for Rachel’ and ‘The Bear and the Hare’, 

using a range of writing skills and techniques. 

 

Home learning for English will be assigned via Google Classroom every Monday, to be 

submitted by Thursday. This tends to include three components, focusing on the 

development of core reading, spelling, and writing skills. Children are expected and 

encouraged to read each day, as well as record this in their reading challenge book 

which they should have in school each day. Regular reading practice, alongside 

discussion of plot and vocabulary, can make a huge difference. For both English and 

Maths, children have access to IXL for additional practice, and paper-based practice is 

also available. 
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In Science, we will be: 

● Learning about how electrical circuits work and problem-solving reasons why they 

may not work. 

● Investigating whether different materials are electrical conductors or insulators. 

● Conducting scientific enquiries to answer questions. 

 

In Computing, we will be: 

● Investigating how to stay safe whilst using digital technology. 

● Coding and programming to achieve a goal, using sequence, selection, and 

variables. 

● Building algorithms to control physical devices, and use logical reasoning to ensure 

these work as intended. 

 

In Design & Technology, we will be: 

● Designing, making and evaluating 3D buildings inspired by significant architects, 

and incorporating electrical systems within these. 

 

In Music, we will be: 

● Developing our understanding of musical traditions and ideas. 

● Exploring how to play instruments with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 

In RE, we will be: 

● Exploring how Christians understand the concepts of ‘trinity’ and ‘incarnation’. 

 

In PE, we will be: 

● Developing skills, techniques and an understanding of tactics used in handball and 

football. 

 

Our P.E. lessons will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Children should come to 

school in their P.E. kits on those days. 

 

In French, we will be: 

● Developing use of core French vocabulary and sentence structures. 

 

In PSHE, we will be: 

● Exploring what it means for people, including ourselves, to be unique and different, 

and understanding how we can recognise and celebrate this. 

 

Over this busy half term, we are also lucky to be welcoming Miss Walker into Class 4, who 

will be teaching alongside myself for a period of time either side of the Christmas holiday. 

She is training to be a teacher through the Bournemouth, Poole and Dorset teacher 

training programme. 

 

It has been a pleasure teaching your child so far this year. I have been very impressed with 

how kind, welcoming and dedicated the whole class is, and continue to be grateful for 

your support. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries at any point. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr McLean 

Class 4 Teacher 


