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Friday 5th November 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

After a very successful start to the school year, I would like to continue to share with you in 

advance some of the learning covered this half term.  

 

Topic 

We continue the year with our Victorian topic ‘The Workshop of the World.’ Children will 

learn about the growth of industry and technology as well as changes in the nation’s 

welfare. Issues such as colonisation, empire and slavery will also be discussed as well as 

links to modern day slavery. Children will also be looking at bridge design in technology. In 

geography children will be learning about places both locally and nationally.  
 

Our learning will be organised so that core skills, maths, reading and writing related lessons 

will usually occur in the mornings; other subjects including topic work and Science will 

follow in the afternoons.  
 

In English, we will be: 

 Studying historical stories/poetry as well as focusing on recounts and instructions.  

 Learning poems for performance.  
 

We are keen to encourage children to read daily and to enjoy reading in leisure time. Do 

model reading at home – the newspaper, magazines, letters and online information text 

as well as books.  
 

Spellings: We will continue to personalise spelling in class this half term. Children will record 

spellings and words/phrases they need to use in their writing in their spelling journal. There 

are key words children need to know how to spell and these can be found on Google 

Classroom and these will also be covered as part of their homework. Please encourage 

your child to practise these spellings using the ‘Look, Cover, Write’ method.  

  

In Maths, we will be: 

 learning to multiply and divide 3 and 4 digit numbers by single and double-digit 

numbers 

 using all four operations to solve complex problems, including use of the bar model 
 

Children should be fluent in their times tables to 12, please reinforce this. Please 

encourage your child to use IXL and Times Tables Rockstars to support their fluency.  
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Children should also be proficient in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division using 

written methods. Please encourage this when you can and in particular mental addition 

and subtraction of 2-digit numbers to 100.  
 

In Science, we will be: 

 describing the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 

and a bird 

 describing the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 
 

Scientific vocabulary they will understand and use will be: amphibian       reptile       

mammal       invertebrate       carnivore       herbivore       omnivore       life cycle       

reproduction       movement       respiration       sensitivity       growth       nutrition       

gestation       birth       fertilization       germination       pollination       seed dispersal       

predator       prey 
 

In Art/DT we will be:  

 Examining bridge structures and Brunel’s designs 

 Planning, designing, making and evaluating bridges. 
 

In Music we will be: 

 Using Charanga to listen to and appraise Jazz. 

 Learn about the interrelated dimensions of music through playing instruments and 

improvising 

 

In RE, we will be: 

 Describing and beginning to explain the value of pilgrimages to believers 

 Researching the Hajj, one of the five pillars of Islam 
 

In Computing, we will be: 

 Researching ‘Empire’, working collaboratively on group Google Slides 

 Accessing links, resources and storing information within Google Classroom 
 

In PE/Games we will be: 
 Learning skills of invasion games through netball 

 Undertaking a general health related exercise programme and improving fitness over 6 
weeks 

 

P.E will continue to be on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Children may continue to come into 

school on these days wearing their usual P.E kit. Please ensure that your child has suitable 

kit for both indoor and outdoor wear.  
 

Homework 

Children will continue to receive either reading or grammar related homework via Google 

Classroom as well as spellings on a Monday. This will need to be returned by Thursday. On 

Thursday they will receive maths which will either be arithmetic or problem solving in 

nature. This needs to be completed by Monday. 
 

Educational Visits 

We are looking forward to our trip to Beaulieu for our Victorian Christmas on Wednesday 

8th December; more information will follow. 
 

If you have any questions, please make an appointment at the office to meet with me 

after school. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Swain 


