
The Christmas Bumper Edition 
 

There have been so many highlights from our Christmas programme this year, but 

the times when we have been able to come together as a school community have 

been particularly precious.  The incredible turnout at the FPS Lanterns and Carols 

event, the evident enjoyment on the faces of Year 1 and 2 performing the nativity 

to their parents and, finally, the Dolphins’ rendition of ’Love shone down’ will all 

stay in my memory for a long time.  Our intention was to provide a moment for all 

the children to shine like stars.  Looking at the photos and smiling faces below, it 

seems we were successful. 

 

On behalf of the Governors, children and staff at the Priory School, have a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
 

Mr Ruffle      
 

FPS Carols and Lanterns 

Year 1 and 2 Nativity ‘Jesus’ Christmas Party’ to Parents 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch and Jumper Day 
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 Santa Dash 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Services (Live and Recorded) 

 

  

Christmas Parties and Secret Present Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are lots more photos of the children enjoying the festivities, from making their Christmas 

decorations to having a dance off in the hall - teachers have posted these on Google Classroom. 

Children’s Commissioner  

Guide to Online Sexual Harassment 

 

The Children’s Commissioner is today launching a guide for parents and carers on online sexual harassment and 

how they can support children to stay safe online.  https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to

-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents/ 

“The things I wish my parents had known” draws together advice from 16 to 21 year olds on how parents 

should manage tricky conversations around sexual harassment and access to inappropriate content, including 

pornography.  Schools have been asked to share this information with all parents. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents?utm_source=16%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents?utm_source=16%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Save the Children 

Priory Children – Supporting Charities 

 

With the ticket sales from our nativities and the Christmas jumper day money, we 

have raised a fantastic £391.75p for Save the Children, this year’s Christmas charity. 

 

We are also really proud of Stanley Ross in Year 6, who with his friend, has been 

raising money for Save the Children. 

  

On Sunday afternoon they completed a triathlon they had devised themselves and have been 

collecting sponsors on a Justgiving page.  They completed a 5K cycle, 3K run and 800metre swim.  

Altogether they raised an incredible £335.  

 

Pixie in Year 3 has decided to have a hair cut to raise money for the Little Princess Trust. 

 

I know she’d appreciate your support so you can donate to her mum’s JustGiving page by clicking here 

(it is a long link address): https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/claire-payne11?

utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=claire-payne11&utm_campaign=pfp-

email&utm_term=0554d455790e422994ecf2e21b4e6c60. 

Applications for Reception Class 

Sept 2022 

 

We are keen to promote the Priory School and 

we believe the best way to do this is by word of 

mouth.  Priory School’s best advocates are you - 

our parents and children.  

 

If you know anyone who is looking for a school 

place for next September 2022 (even across the 

river in Southbourne / Tuckton / Stourfield area), 

please encourage them to consider Priory School.  Funding is based on pupil numbers, so any class size 

below 30 has a significant impact on our budget. 

 

The published closing date for admission to reception is 15th January 2022 and the easiest way is via 

the BCP admissions website.  

 

Unusually, we also have places available in our current Dolphins class.  Please contact the school office 

if interested in finding out more. 

Supporting Children’s Wellbeing 

New Initiatives for Jan 2022 

 

From January, we are delighted to be working with Relax Kids, a brilliant 

organisation which supports children’s mental and emotional health and wellbeing 

with a range of tools and techniques to help calm their body and mind and build 

confidence and self-esteem. Each child will have a half-termly session in school.  

 

Please do visit their website as they have a great (free!) pack about mental and 

emotional wellbeing: https://relaxkids.com/ 

 

We have also set up a well-being team (made of staff, parents and governors) with the aim of 

strengthening our school community's understanding of mental health and well-being and to signpost 

children and families towards appropriate support. If you have any expertise or experience in the field 

of mental health, do get in touch with Mrs Fidge via the School Office. She would love to hear from 

you.  
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Living Streets 

The Walk to School Challenge 

 

This year’s ‘Walk to School’ challenge continues in January. 

 

Everyday, each child will record how they travelled to school on a 

WOW travel tracker in the classroom.  There is a new WOW badge 

(made from recycled plastic) to earn each month by: 

 Walking 

 Cycling 

 Wheeling 

 Scooting 

 Park and Stride 

 

You simply need to travel sustainably to school at least once a week, every week. 

 

For more information, parents can access the following link: https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-

school/parents-info 

New Families Worker at Priory 

Church 

 

I am delighted to announce that one of our Priory 

school mum’s (Mrs Semple-Khan), is the new 

Children and Families Worker at Priory Church.  I 

am looking forward to working closely with her in 

the future.  

 

In the meantime, I have been asked to share details 

of the very special (and popular) Crib Service.  This 

is now a ticketed event, which can be booked via 

the church website. 

 

 

 

Thank You FPS 

 

The FPS team have really supported the school this Autumn term.  

The final profit from the Lanterns and Carols event is still being 

finalised, but it could be nearly £1,000.   

 

We are also hoping that the FPS Christmas raffle will raise £900.  All 

the proceeds goes to support the work of the school.  I hope you’ll 

agree that the completed beach huts were well worth the wait in the 

end.  This term FPS have also purchased lego kits, environmentally 

friendly crackers, presents for the Secret Present Room and for the 

whole class from Father Christmas. 
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Support for our Local Community 

 

The Regent Centre 

The Regent arts and cultural centre is such a gift to Christchurch 

that we were honoured to provide some of the festive 

decorations this year for the foyer. 

 

If you pop in over the Christmas period to see a film or a 

show, look out for our special wreaths as you might see your 

child’s hand waving back at you. 

 

 

Christchurch Foodbank 

Truth be told, we were a little bit late off the mark entering this year’s competition for new posters 

celebrating the work of Christchurch Foodbank. However, we have managed it so now if you get to 

visit the foodbank over the Christmas period every primary school in Christchurch is represented on 

the walls. 

 

They do a brilliant job at supporting families in need - just 

remember that this year they are closed on Christmas Eve.  

Contact details are below. 

Book Review 

by Erin Larkham, Y5 

 

We are buying new books for the library, but before they can go onto the 

shelves a willing volunteer has to write a book review. 

 

Erin volunteered to read ‘Windrush Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. 

 

Windrush Child taught me a lesson.  It taught me that black people were 

treated unfairly and that things don’t always go your way.  You never know 

what’s going to happen or what life will bring.   

 

I really like these words from the book, “Lions always roar, and we should be 

like lions.  We should never be afraid to speak out.” 

 

The great bit about this story is that as I was reading the book it felt as if I was 

there seeing it happen.  You can really dive deep into the story like you’re in 

your own little world. 

 

I think the moral of the story is that anything is possible when you believe in yourself.  I recommend it 

Thank You for all Your Support 

On behalf of the staff team, I want to thank all our parents and volunteers for your support and 

patience this term.  Without a doubt, this has been the hardest term of my career with over a third of 

all children and a fifth of all staff catching COVID-19.  We have, just about, managed to keep 

everything going so far, but we are now exhausted.  It has been so encouraging to receive all the cards 

and gifts from the children, and to see how much they appreciate what we have tried to achieve 

together.  Thank you.   
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Y5 Victorian Christmas at 

Beaulieu  

 

Class 5 enjoyed a fabulous trip to 

Beaulieu last week to experience a 

Victorian Christmas.  

Funded Holiday Activity Places 

 
We have been informed by BCP that there are a fantastic range of FREE holiday activities available for 

children in receipt of free school meals this Christmas. Some providers are getting booked up fast so 

please follow the links below to see what is available: 

  

HAF programme details on the Family Information Directory. 

List of providers offering Christmas HAF opportunities. 

Please contact the Family Information Service on 01202 093131 or 

at familyinformation@bcpcouncil.gov.uk if you need additional support with any additional questions. 

If your child has SEND status, please look at the attached flyer which details some great opportunities 

for the holidays. 

Staff News 

 

Today marks the start of Mrs Gwynn’s 

maternity leave.  Mrs Gwynn is our 

pastoral support worker and has also 

been working as a Teaching Assistant, 

mainly in Year 6.  She also does the 

most fantastic assemblies. 

 

On behalf of the children and staff, I 

would like to express my thanks for all 

she has contributed in school - it is a challenging time to 

be working during pregnancy.  Mrs Gwynn’s role is not 

being covered due to budget constraints, but Mrs 

Poulter and Mrs Fidge remain as our core pastoral 

team. 

 

Cricket Dorset County 

Selection  

 

We love to hear about Priory pupils’ 

achievements out of school. 

 

Millie Tabor in Y6 has been selected to be 

part of Dorset County’s cricket squad.  

Well Done! 

 

https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/site.page?id=_0mSS_z9XP0
https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/results.action?holidayactivities=0&holidayactivities=7&recognisedas=6
mailto:familyinformation@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
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January Plans 

 

Since the arrival of the Omicron variant and the announcement of the implementation 

of the Winter Plan B, there has been growing speculation about what will happen after 

Christmas.  Once again there seems to be a lot of uncertainty and schools have been 

encouraged to revisit all their contingency measures. 

 

We are currently planning to be fully open from Wednesday 5th January.  I really hope 

this will happen as it is best for both children and staff. 

 

It is possible that some year groups may need to learn remotely for short periods of 

time (i.e. 10 days), if we have to manage high levels of staff absence.  This will always 

be the last resort. 

 

Should we find ourselves in a national lockdown, our intention is to replicate last 

Spring’s approach.  Remote learning would commence on Thursday 6th January and on

-site provision for eligible pupils from Monday 10th January.   

 

I have mapped out our Spring calendar, but after last year, I think it is wise to delay publicising these 

dates until the new year.  We have already taken the decision to reduce mixing across year groups for 

the first 2 weeks and not to restart school clubs until Monday 17th January.  Clearly, we will all have 

to wait and see, but we are ready to support your child whatever the scenario.   

 

I hope to confirm our plans on Tuesday 4th January, subject to Government guidance. 

 

 

Don’t Forget - Now Available 

 

The Priory School Carol Service is available online on the 

unlisted Youtube link. 

 

“She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel (which 

means “God with us”).” Matthew 1v23 

 

Tuesday 4th January  Staff Inset Day 

 

School to confirm Spring reopening plans and Spring 

key dates 

Wednesday 5th January Usual times 

8:40am - 3:15pm 

Start of Spring term 1 

All children return to school 

Thursday 13th January 6.45am – 6pm Year 6 Parliament Trip 

Children must be in school for 6.45am and will return 

at 6pm 

Monday 17th January 1.30pm-3pm 

 

TBC 

Year 3 swimming lessons start at 2 Riversmeet 

 

School led extra-curricular clubs restart 


