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It was fantastic to see the recent Ofsted report recognising that we ‘prioritise pupils’ mental 
and physical fitness’ as a school (Ofsted Report 2022). 

We are fortunate to have so many members of staff who love to get 
active! Here are a few examples: 

Mr Swain, Mr Hall and Miss Field took part in the Bournemouth Bay 
Half Marathon this year; Mrs Miller will be running 26.2 miles in the 
London Marathon; Miss Ridley is a netball enthusiast; Mrs Sibblad is 
known for her love of swimming; Mr Ruffle is a keen squash player, 
and we could mention many more.  

This love for sports has meant that this term, we have been fortunate to have so many 
teachers volunteering to run free clubs, during and after school, providing even more 
opportunities for children to get active.  

In addition, over half of the school have been given opportunities to attend sporting 
competitions or events, outside of school this year. We aim to ensure all children at some 
point during their time at the Priory School will be given this opportunity and will be 
inspired to continue to live an active lifestyle.  

Sporting Events and Opportunities Spring term 

Handball 

Year 5 and 6 children were invited to attend a handball competition. They were incredible 
working together as a team, supporting each other and continually improving. They were so 
close to qualifying for the county school games. We won most of the matches played, just 
missing out on the number of goals scored.  

Tag Rugby 

Children from Year 4 were invited to attend a rugby festival. Luckily, the 
weather was on our side and we had a great day. The children were 
given coaching and were able to play competitively against other 
schools. We saw a huge improvement throughout the day and the 
children scored lots of trys. 



Outdoor Activities Day 

Some children were given the chance to attend Moors Valley 
for an activity day. They were able to try lots of fun activities 
such as mountain biking, orienteering and much more.  

Netball 

Year 5 and 6 children were invited to attend a netball 
competition. Despite not qualifying for the finals, the children 
demonstrated all the school values and we are incredibly proud. 
We were told that to take part we were not allowed more than 
a certain number of boys on a team. Stanley, who was originally 
chosen for the team, volunteered to give up his position to 
allow others the opportunity to attend, despite really wanting to 
go himself. So, we thought he deserved a special mention!  

Football  

We took a group of Year 4 children to a friendly football 
competition against two other schools. They showed great 
teamwork, determination and passion. There was a big 
improvement from the first game, and we know that with more 
training and time they will be fantastic footballers.  

Commonwealth Games Inspire Festival  

We invited some Year 2 children along to attend a festival inspired 
by the Commonwealth Games. The children were given the 
opportunity to try lots of different activities and it was wonderful 
to see all the smiles.  

 

Additional Opportunities 

Learn to Move  

Learn to Move allows children to participate in various activities that 
get them moving, building coordination and core strength. The 
activities are fun and engaging, helping children to realise that being 
active can be fun and done in various ways. It also helps to support 
children with learning development.  



Daily Mile Track 

In the past we have looked at ways we can help children achieve 30 minutes 
of physical activity in school. We have encouraged children to take part in 
daily miles and skipping. This has been incredibly successful in previous years 
and has had a great impact on children’s physical fitness, concentration 
during lessons and resilience. To help to encourage children to remain active 
we have a new running track on the playground, and we are thrilled to see it 
being used throughout the day! 

Staff Training  

Teachers took part in a gymnastics staff meeting. We looked at ways to 
support your children, helping them to become excellent gymnasts. We learnt 
how to make the most of our space available and how to utilise some of our 
new gymnastic equipment. After all, enthusiastic teachers help to inspire 
great learners! We also had another staff meeting where we learnt more 
about the importance of developing the whole child during PE lessons. We 
recognise that children need to develop cognitive, social and emotional skills 
in addition to their physical skills.  

What to Look Forward to Next Term 

Year 3 and 4 will be receiving special tennis coaching and we will be preparing children for a 
tennis competition, we also look forward to quad kids, golf, football, cricket, dance festivals 
and more.  

 

 


