
HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

I am delighted to announce our teaching line-up for 2022-23.   

 

Your child will spend time with their new teacher and teaching assistants in their new classroom this 

Friday, 1st July.  There will be an opportunity, during our open evening on Monday 18th July, for 

parents to meet next year’s teacher.  This is also when transition meetings for any pupil with an EHC 

plan will take place.   
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Year Group Class Teacher 

Reception 

(Dolphin Class) 

Miss Etheridge 

Year 1 

 

Miss Harriss 

Year 2 

 

Miss Webber 

Year 3 

 

Mr Hall 

Year 4 Mr McLean 

Year 5 Mr Swain 

Year 6 Miss Field 

Cover teaching team Mrs Homan 

Mrs Miller 

Mrs Russell 

Mrs Fidge 

Worship Value - Courage 
 

“Dare to be a Daniel; dare to stand alone; dare to make a purpose firm; 

dare to make it known!”  

 
Keith Jewell from PACE, shared the story of Daniel in the den of lions as part of our 

thinking around the value of courage.  Daniel stood up for what he believed was right, even though he knew it 

would get him into trouble with the king. He was courageous because he knew that God was with him. 



 
                                                          Page 2 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Introducing Miss Harriss 

New Year 1 teacher from September 2022 
 

We are delighted that Miss Harriss will be joining our teaching team from September in 

Year 1.   Miss Harriss has always loved working with children, but it was homeschooling 

her own children during the pandemic that convinced her to change career, after 

previously working in advertising / marketing roles with the NHS, RNLI and Bournemouth 

Internal airport amongst others.   

 

This year she has successfully completed her initial teacher training through the 

Bransgore teach direct programme, doing block placements at William Gilpin Primary 

School and Poulner Infants School.   

 

She is excited to be starting her teaching career at Priory School and with a wealth of experience outside an 

education setting, she will be a real asset to the team. 

Teaching Assistant Team Update 
I cannot overstate how significant a role that our Teaching Assistants play in supporting children to ‘learn, 

flourish and achieve’.  Often, while a class teacher can be presenting content to the whole class, it is our 

teaching assistants who are reframing that lesson for children who are finding it hard to keep up or supporting 

others to regulate their emotions and focus.  There are a number of changes to our team in 2022-23. 

 

Goodbye 

Miss Gwynn will not be returning to Priory School when her maternity leave finishes.  She has decided to move 

back home to Scotland and hopes to get involved in church planting work alongside her husband in Inverness.  

We wish her and baby Flora well - we will miss them very much. 

 

Originally trained as a secondary dance teacher, Miss Ridley has found her true calling as a primary teacher.  

For the last 2 years the school has benefitted from her cover teaching, particularly the current Year 5 whom she 

was able to support so well for two terms last year.  Miss Ridley was a key member of the residential team and is 

currently helping Year 6 prepare for their Matilda production.  It was only a matter of time before she was 

snapped up to teach full time, and so Miss Ridley will be leaving us to join St Michael’s Primary School  in 

September.  She thoroughly deserves this exciting new opportunity and we wish her every success. 

 

Welcome 

We have recruited 3 new staff to join our team. 

Mrs Palmer has done such a brilliant job since joining our TA team at Easter and we are 

delighted that she is now a permanent member of our team. 

 

Mrs Greavey is another new team member who discovered a love of teaching during the 

pandemic.  She has been volunteering at Twynham Primary, while completing her teaching 

assistant qualification.   

 

 

Mrs White has just completed a degree in youth and community work at Moorlands Bible 

College.  She is keen to build up her experience of working in schools, while she considers 

training to become a full time teacher.  
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Teaching Assistant Team 
 

While I still assign Teaching Assistants to specific classes, I have learnt during the last couple of years that the school’s staffing 

structure needs to be very flexible to cope with ever changing demands and circumstances.  Those of you also managing 

teams at the moment won’t be surprised to discover that I have to update the staff rota on a daily basis. 

 

The list below are our educational support staff for September; some of these staff work in more general roles and some 

support 1:1 pupils. There is also a mixture of full-time and part-time contacts within the team.  Due to this fact, there is a 

strong likelihood that your child will get to work with many of them over the course of the year. This may include; playtimes, 

clubs, first aid, lunchtimes,  as well as targeted interventions.  All these staff form part of our lunchtime supervision team, 

alongside Mr Hanslip and members of Senior Leadership Team (SLT) - we no longer have any specific Midday Supervisors. 

 

This dedicated and skilled team are one of the reasons why  the Priory School is such a good school. 

 

 
Name Main areas of  

responsibilities 2022-23 

Mrs Homan  Dolphins 

Mrs Burge Dolphins 

Mrs Ward Dolphins 

Mrs Crabb 

 

Dolphins  

Miss Bryan Dolphins and Year 1 

Ms Russell Year 1 

 

Mrs Andrews Year 2 and main first 

aider 

Mrs Colebeck Year 3 

Mrs White Year 3 and Year 6 

Mrs Greavey Year 4 

Mrs Poulter Year 5 and ELSA support 

Miss Dyer Year 6 

Mrs McCall Year 6 

Mrs Palmer Year 6 
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Sports Update 

KS1 Sports Day 

Mrs Miller organised a brilliant KS1 Sports Day, which involved all the children taking part in a festival of 

activities.  We are very grateful to Twynham’s Year 7 Sports Leaders and Mr Moody for overseeing the 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Can Do’ Water Sports Festival 

Our team of Y4 and Y5 children, who attended the ‘Can Do’ 

Water Sports festival at Rockley Park, came 3rd overall in the 

kayak competition out of over 20 schools. 

 

Cricket Competition 

Our cricketing team performed well in the Y5 and 6 Kwik Cricket festival (especially without our Y6) and 

finished 3rd or 4th (reports vary!). 

Y6 Residential 

 

Year 6 had a fantastic time on their residential at PGL, Osmington Bay.  The weather was simply glorious and 

the children enjoyed our base at ‘Chapman’s Pool’ looking down on the beauty of Weymouth Bay. 

 

As ever, it was action-packed with the children experiencing; kayaking, climbing, rifle shooting, archery and, of 

course, the giant swing. 

 

It was a brilliant week, but with escalating costs, the school has booked an exciting new alternative next year 

with a company called ‘Land and Wave’.  All being well, we will be camping over on Portland in June 2023. 

 

 

New Parents Evening 

 

Last Wednesday, we welcomed our new 

Reception parents to the school.  We have 30 

new starters joining in September and we lit a 

candle for each one, signifying our hope that 

they will all come to shine here at Priory School. 
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Year 4 Waterworks 

Class 4 enjoyed an awesome waterworks 

presentation on Friday.  They can now tell you how 

much water, on average, each person in the UK uses 

and how the water we use becomes clean enough to 

drink by the time it comes out of the tap.   

FPS Summer Fayre 

OYEZ!  OYEZ! 

 

What a fantastic summer fayre we had on Friday - our first one in 3 years.  It was lovely to see so many of 

you attending, despite the cloudy weather.  The entertainment, the food and drink and the Y6 stalls all ran 

smoothly and that is down to the hard work of the FPS organising committee - thank you!  Unfortunately, 

Ruffle’s Raffle took place during a torrential downpour, so if you’ve heard on the school’s jungle drums that 

you won a prize - please call in at the school office.  We’re still working out the final amount raised, but it is 

likely to be over £4,000!  WOW. 

Thank you everyone!  

 

Dolphins Sealife trip 

 

Reception class enjoyed their first major outing of 

the year to Weymouth’s SeaLife Centre.  Mrs 

Sibbald commented on their exemplary 

behaviour and we are very proud of them. 
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Vacancy - Admin Officer 
  
This week Miss Johnstone informed me that she is relocating over the summer to support her family and to 
say I was devastated is an understatement.  Miss Johnstone has worked in the school office for seven years 
and she is one of the most helpful people that I know.  I’m not sure how I would have coped in my first 
Headship without her support and organisation.  We will all miss her tremendously and she will be a hard act 
to follow, but replace her we must and so we are now looking to recruit another exceptional Admin Officer in 
the next few weeks.  We are looking for someone to help administer the school’s core functions, but we also 
need someone with Miss Johnstone’s caring and positive approach. 
 

Admin Officer 
Required for September 2022 

Grade 4 £18,887 FTE £9.79 hourly rate 
 

A fantastic opportunity has arisen for a well-organised and efficient administrator to join our happy school.  
You will need to have excellent interpersonal skills, a secure understanding of management information 
systems and the ability to work well in a busy environment. An up to date knowledge of SIM’s, Tucasi and 
Google Education Suite is preferred but where necessary, training will be given.  
 
The hours are term-time only, 35 hours per week working 08.30 to 16.00 (to include ½ hour lunch break) for 39 
working weeks per year.  Pay will be on Grade 4 £18,887.00-£19,650.00 FTE (hourly rate £9.79 - £10.19) 
depending on experience and qualifications. 
 

For full details of the vacancy and an application form, you can visit our website http://
www.prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk 

Please apply either online through Dorsetforyou.com or by post or email: office@prioryceprimary.co.uk 

Candidates should complete the application form in full and return it (online or by post) so that it is received 
no later than Thursday 7th July 2022 
 
Closing date: Thursday 7th July 2022 
Interview date: Wednesday 13th July 2022 

The Priory CE VA Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment.  The successful applicant will be required to undergo a DBS disclosure check. 

 
The Priory CE VA Primary School values the diversity of our workforce and welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 

http://www.prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk
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Summer 2 Diary Dates  

 

 

 

 

Date  Time Event 

Tuesday 28th June & 

Wednesday 29th June 

Various times during 

the day 

Y6 Bikeability level 3 

Thursday 30th June All day Y6 Houses of Parliament Trip 

Friday 1st July All day Priory School & BCP Transition Day 

Y6 pupils attend their new secondary school setting. 

New Reception class in school (morning and afternoon sessions). 

Children spend time with next year’s teacher. 

Monday 4th July 6pm for a 6:15pm 

start 

Y6 Matilda Production - Tickets on sale from 4.30pm 27th June 

2022 

Tuesday 5th July 6pm for a 6:15pm 

start 

Y6 Matilda Production - Tickets on sale from 4.30pm 27th June 

2022 

Wednesday 6th July  All day Road Safety Day (BCP team, whole school) 

Thursday 7th July AM Whole school photograph - Please ensure full school uniform is 

word and NOT PE kit.  

Friday 8th July  

 

1pm - 3pm 

Bake Off Competition - CANCELLED 

 

KS2 Sports Day @ Twynham School  

Monday 11th July All week 

 

All day 

Priory School Arts Week 

 

Y4 British Museum Trip 

Friday 15th July PM End of Year School Reports sent home 

Monday 18th July 3:30 - 5:30pm Parent Open Evening 

Thursday 21st July 9:45am - 10:30am 

 

1:15pm 

Leavers’ Service 

 

School Closes for the summer holiday 

Monday 5th September 8:40am Start of the Autumn Term 2022-23. School reopens. 


