
HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

As we reach the end of a busy and exciting summer term, I want to say a big 

thank you to so many people.  Children have been at the heart of all our 

activities and it’s wonderful to see so many of them thriving.  This is down to 

a lot of hard work and dedication by a community who share our vision to 

see children ‘learn, flourish and achieve’. 

 

Governors 

Thank you for your generous support and wise counsel.  In particular, I am 

very grateful to Mrs Solly, our amazing Chair of Governors, stepping down 

after 24 years of service.  The Governors have bought Sue two plants - one 

for us to grow in the sensory garden in school and the twin to be grown in 

Sue’s own garden. 

 

Parents and Volunteers 

Thank you for your partnership; for hearing children read, helping on the FPS 

team or putting on special events.  You have helped provide so many 

enriching opportunities for the children and you make being part of the Priory 

School family so special.  The teachers appreciated hearing your positive 

feedback at the open evening this week. 

 

Children 

You all received your reports last Friday and you should be proud of what you 

have achieved.  Even during the heatwave this week, you have all worked so 

hard.  Thank you for being so enthusiastic about learning and well done!  Keep 

it up next year. 

 

Finally, to our Staff 

Thank you to our fabulous staff team, many of whom are utterly spent now 

after a year of dedicated service.  Without you, Priory would not be the caring 

and successful school that it is.  We are very lucky to have such a committed 

and knowledgeable staff.  

 

In this last newsletter of the school year, special mention must go again to our 

leavers.   Class 6 have been exceptional ambassadors for the school, setting the 

tone for others to follow.  We will miss them very much, but now it is time for 

them to shine in their new schools.  We also say a fond farewell to Miss 

Johnstone and Miss Ridley leaving us for pastures new in September.  Their new schools are very fortunate 

indeed.   

 

All that remains to be said is to wish everyone a wonderful and well-deserved summer holiday.  For those of 

you returning to the Priory School, we will see you on Monday 5th September.  
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Year 3 - Hengistbury Head Trip 
 
Year 3 had an exciting time on Hengistbury Head last week (it 

felt hot even back then).  We built mini roundhouses, using 

traditional methods, which may still be seen and then went 

wave jumping.  We could not have run this trip without 

parent volunteers, especially our trained lifeguard, Mrs 

Tizzard.  Thank you! 

Year 4 - British Museum trip 
 
Another year group made it to London this term, as 

Year 4 went to visit the British Museum.  It was a 

culmination of all their history work over the year - 

the children have picked up so much general 

knowledge.  Despite the heat and London traffic, it 

was another brilliant day.  Thank you to Mr McLean, 

Mrs Fidge, Mrs Poulter and Miss Johnstone for the extra long shift that day, so that 

this opportunity could happen. 

 

Year 6 Legacy Gift 
 
Year 6 2021-22 Friendship bench 

We are very grateful to the generosity of our current Y6 families.  They have 

decided to purchase a new friendship bench for the school - in our house 

colours. 

 

We will be able to create more quiet, seating areas in the shade next summer 

as we will definitely reuse the temporary gazebos. 

 

Year 6 2020-21 - 3D Printer 

Thanks to the support of a Brockenhurst IT student on voluntary work experience, we have been able to make 

good use of last year’s legacy gift - a 3D printer.  The children in Y6 designed a keyring fob (with their name) for 

their new locker key using tinkercad.  Mr Mantell was then able to convert these files using cura into a format 

the 3D printer was able to read and, hey presto, all children have their own unique keyring.   
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Arts Week 
 

We all had great fun being creative last week during our Arts Week.  Mrs Clapcott supported the school in 

planning for this event and we were able to use her ‘awesome’ video tutorials to help deliver the sessions.  Not 

only did the children learn about different art techniques, but they also developed their understanding of 

cultural diversity by looking at religious festivals around the world. 

 

Mrs Clapcott was able to join us on Friday to make our brand new Art centrepiece for next year - a wonderful 

Chinese dragon now proudly sits by the front entrance.  Thank you Mrs C! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quidditch 
 

We were fortunate to be one of the 

first schools in the area to play the 

primary version of ‘Quidditch’.  

Even though the children were 

broom less, they still loved the 

game - especially chasing the 

golden snitch.  We hope to be 

able to borrow the equipment 

again in the future.  

 

 

Year 6 and Dolphins - Buddy Scheme 

Teddy Bears Picnic 

 
The fierce sunshine on Monday and Tuesday forced the teddy bears’ picnic to take 

place inside.  However, it was so lovely to see the children together.   

 

The buddy scheme has worked really well this year, with some friends made for life.  

Our Year 6 have been superb role models. 

September Appointments 
We are delighted to announce that we have 

appointed Melanie Jones (mum to Reese, Olivia 

and Finlay) as our new Admin Officer from 

September, working alongside Mrs Broom.  

Welcome to the team! 

 

We have also recruited an additional Teaching 

Assistant, Mrs Jennings.  Some of you may recall 

that Mrs Jennings was a valued Teaching 

Assistant a few years ago before family 

commitments meant she had to step back for a 

while.  It’s great news that she is able to return! 
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Year 4-Soundstorm Ukulele Concert 
 
 

There has been no slowing down in Year 4.  Their instrument 

lessons, through Soundstorm, resulted in a fantastic ukulele concert 

last Wednesday.   

 

This programme has worked well, so we are planning to continue 

with this provision for next year. 
 

 

ARRIVAL AND COLLECTION TIMES IN SEPTEMBER 
 

Please note slightly different arrival and collection times for September.  This will bring the school into line with 

recommendations by the Department of Education, regarding the minimum length of the school day.  

 

 All children arrive between 8:35 - 8:45am 

 All children collected at 3:15pm 

  

8:35 am School gate opens, for a staggered start of 10 minutes to reduce congestion. 

 

8:45 am Registration and the school gate will close at this time  

 

Pupils arriving after 8:45am will be classed as LATE. 

 

9:05 am Pupils who have not arrived by this time will be classed as a UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE. 

 

The school is required to take necessary measures to establish pupils’ whereabouts, which may involve 

contacting the Police/Social Care.  This is very time consuming for staff because we care about your children and 

we worry about what might have happened to them.   

 

Please always inform the school if your child is absent.  Please be honest about the reason for the absence as 

under new guidance, Headteachers are now required to follow up any misleading or false statements. 

 

2:50 pm Daily act of collective worship 

This is slightly later, allowing more time for lessons in the afternoon. 

 

3:10 pm School gate opens. 

Parents/Carers go directly to wait at their child’s exit point.  This 5 minute period is designed to reduce 

congestion when entering the school site. 

 

3:15 pm All pupils leave. 

There is no longer any need for younger children with older siblings to ‘wait around’ for a couple of minutes 

before KS2 are released.  It is a good idea to collect younger children first and then older ones.   

 

Please note that the astro and playtrail are strictly out of bounds to all children at the end of the school day. 

 

Children in Y5 and 6 who have permission to walk, will also be allowed to leave at 3:15pm. 
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The Governors have taken the opportunity in recent weeks to review the school’s strategy (Our Mission, 

Vision and Key Aims) and culture (Our Values). 

 

The following is a summary of our discussion and we have a very clear sense of where we are heading.   
 

The Priory School Mission Statement 
 

Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian 

community. 
 

The Priory School Vision Statement 
 

Our school will breathe life into every child, educate the heart as well as the head, encouraging them 

to achieve their God-given potential.  

 

Every child will have the opportunity for spiritual development and to become a good neighbour by 

living sustainably, serving locally and caring globally. 
 

The Priory School Values 
 

 
 

The Strategic Aims 
 

 

Love 

 

Forgiveness 

 

Respect 

 

Aspiration 

 

LEARN / ACHIEVE 
(academic excellence & progress) 

  
  

 Standards in core subjects 

 A sequenced curriculum 

from R to Y6 

 High quality teaching 

 A safe & sustainable learn-

ing environment 

FLOURISH 
(social intelligence, creativity & 

wellbeing) 
  

 Good attendance 

 Positive wellbeing 

 High standards of pastoral 

care & safeguarding 

 High standards of behav-

iour 

CARING, CHRISTIAN 

COMMUNITY 
(spiritual development & service) 

  

 Opportunities for physi-

cal & spiritual develop-

ment. 

 Living sustainably, serv-

ing locally and caring 

globally 

   

End of Year parent survey 
Thank you to over 25% of parents who have responded to our parent survey.  The earlier glitch has been sorted 

and everyone should be able to access the full survey now, even if you don’t have a Google account!  Please do 

take the time to complete this as your feedback will help us do things even better.  We will share a summary of 

the results in September.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3WMHPSz0WSbOL5a5WDER44hcosd9aOoUv6SCYWpCoGw7rZA/viewform 



 
                                                          Page 6 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Looking Ahead to September 

 

Don’t misunderstand me - I am really ready for a holiday but I am getting 

very excited about September and the next academic year.    We are 

preparing a new school handbook, which sets out our key routines, and 

this will be sent out on the 1st September.   

 

Three changes to highlight now are: 

 

 A fully revised ‘compelling, sequenced and relevant’ curriculum.  

We’ve been working incredibly hard on this for over 12 months now, but our new curriculum is ready to be 

launched in September.  We can’t wait to share it with you.  Over the holiday our website will be updated, so 

you know what your child will be learning.   

 

 A new Attendance Policy  

It has been such a challenging year for school attendance, from COVID protocols back in September to recently 

seeing many families desperate to take a previously postponed holiday in term time.  The Government has 

recognised that this is an unsustainable situation as children’s learning is still being adversely impacted and have 

set schools very clear guidelines for September. 

 

We will be looking to reset our school culture, where coming to school everyday and on time is prioritised and 

supported by all.  Our new sequenced curriculum means that if children do miss chunks of learning, the gaps are 

likely to be more significant and harder to close.   

 

 A brand new reading challenge - with badges! 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

This year’s reading challenge, ‘The Gadgeteers’ is 

here.  Join the Gadgeteers for a summer of reading 

fun that will inspire you to discover the amazing 

science and innovation behind the world around 

you.  Receive awards, play games and earn badges as 

you discover awesome books to read. 

 

Please visit https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

for more information 

 

 

Summer 

Safety 

 

At the end of every 

school year, we 

always do a special 

summer safety talk reminding the children about 

keeping safe. 

 

This year we talked about: 

 Trampolines 

 Railway tracks 

 Using inflatables in the sea 

 Paddleboarding 

 Swimming near the lifeguards 

 Online safety 

 Road safety (with the BCP roadwise team) 

 

We also shared the Childline number.  The summer 

holidays can be great but some young people can 

feel lonely, or find it difficult to cope with change in 

their routine.  If children have a worry or concern, 

they can always call 0800 1111.  
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Key Dates 2022-23 

 

We have provisionally planned our key dates for 2022-23.  A copy is provided for parents with this 

newsletter and our website will be updated during the holidays. 

 

Remember, Autumn term starts for the children on Monday 5th September.  Miss Etheridge and the EYFS 

team will also start Home Visits to new reception children on this day (you should have received a letter 

detailing the times). 

 

Monday 12th September is phased entry day for Reception class and they start full time on Tuesday 13th 

September. 

 

Kids Eat for Free or Less 

 

Priory School is part of BCP’s Household Support Fund and we have been able to provide food vouchers 

for vulnerable families on our list.  A number of our families have shared information that will help 

anyone with children this summer as the cost of living rises. 

 

For families who do find themselves in difficulties over the summer, BCP has signposted the following 

website: https://www.citizensadvicebcp.org.uk/hsf/ or call 0808 278 7939  
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Leavers 2021-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Year Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


