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Intent: What do we aspire for our children?

At The Priory, our mission statement is:

‘Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community.’

In Geography, we intend for our children to be curious about and fascinated by the world and its people. We intend for them to develop a growing knowledge of the diversity of the
world in which they live, and be able to see the depth and interaction of the world’s human and physical geography.

We follow the National Curriculum for Geography, which states:
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching
should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical
and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and
human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that
explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

We intend to enable children to:
● develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how

these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
● understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial

variation and change over time
● be competent in the geographical skills needed to:

○ collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
○ interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
○ communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length



Implementation: How will we deliver our curriculum?

Key Concepts

Our curriculum is centred around several key concepts that run through it:

Location Place Processes Enquiry Responsibility

● Where is this location?
● What is the significance of the

location of a place?

● What are the defining physical
and human characteristics of this
location?

● What similarities and differences
are there between different
places?

● What were the causes and
consequences of this geographical
event?

● What features have changed or
stayed the same over time?

● How do physical and human
processes interact?

● How do geographers know about
the world?

● How do geographers collect,
interpret and present findings?

● How do geographers show the
geographical features on maps?

● What is responsibility?
● How can human actions have a

positive or negative impact on the
world?



Progression of Knowledge

Children progress through the key concepts in the following way:

R 1 2 3 4 5 6

Location

Show a basic locational
knowledge of my
immediate
surroundings.

Locate the world’s five oceans and seven continents on a map.

Locate the UK’s countries and capital cities on a map.

Use a basic locational
knowledge about
individual places and
environments,
especially in the local
area.

Use simple locational
knowledge about
individual places and
environments,
especially in the local
area, but also in the
UK and wider world.

Locate countries, regions and major cities in
Europe.

Locate countries, regions and major cities in the
UK (including counties), Europe, North America
and South America.

Make simple links
with world locational
knowledge, including
knowledge of places
in the local area, UK
and wider world, and
some globally
significant physical
and human features.

Use a framework of
world locational
knowledge, including
knowledge of places
in the local area, UK
and wider world, and
some globally
significant physical
and human features.

Make connections
from patterns of
knowledge of the
world, including
globally significant
physical and human
features.

Use a more detailed
and extensive
framework of
knowledge of the
world, including
globally significant
physical and human
features.

Place
Show simple
understanding by
describing the places
and features they
study.

Show simple
understanding by
describing the places
and features they
study using some
geographical
vocabulary, identifying
some similarities and
differences and simple
patterns in the
environment.

Show understanding
by describing the
places and features
they study using
simple geographical
vocabulary, identifying
some similarities and
differences and simple
patterns in the
environment.

Become more adept at comparing places, and
understand some reasons for similarities and
differences.

Understand what a number of places are like,
how and why they are similar and different, and
how and why they are changing.

Processes

Identifying human and
physical features and
patterns, how places
change and some
links between people
and environments.

Identify human and
physical features and
patterns, how places
change and some
linked between
people and
environments.

Know simple spatial
patterns in physical
and human
geography, the
conditions which
influence those
patterns, and the
processes which lead
to change.

Show a simple
understanding of the
links between places,
people and
environments.

Know about spatial
patterns in physical
and human
geography, the
conditions which
influence those
patterns, and the
processes which lead
to change.

Show some
understanding of the
links between places,
people and
environments.



Enquiry

Asking and
Answering
Questions

Ask and answer
questions about places,
features and
environments.

Ask and answer
questions about
specific places and
environments,
reaching a simple
conclusion.

Ask and answer a
series of questions
about places and
environments, reaching
and presenting a simply
described conclusion.

Ask and answer
geographical questions
about places and
environments, reaching
a thoroughly described
and presented
conclusion.

Ask and answer
questions about places
and environments,
reaching a thoroughly
described and simply
explained conclusion.

Ask and answer questions to carry out an
enquiry, reaching a described and explained
conclusion.

Fieldwork

Make basic
observations about the
environment they are
in.

Measure using simple
words and simple
recording.

Make simple
observations.

Measure using simple
words and frequency
recording.

Make detailed
observations and
collect evidence.

Measure using a
guided tally and
standard units such as
minutes and metres.

Make links to different observations in the local
area and collect evidence.

Measure using simple instruments, digital
technologies and measure more than one aspect at
once.

Identify benefits and limitations of data collection
methods.

Make clearly explained links between observations
in the local area and the wider world to identify
patterns and collect evidence.

Measure human and physical features in the local
area using a range of appropriate instruments.

Justify and evaluate data collection methods.

Maps,
Atlases

and
Globes

Recognise a globe and
map of the world.

Use simple atlases and globes.

Use plan perspectives and aerial photographs
to recognise landmarks and basic human and
physical features.

Use a range of maps, atlases, images, globes and digital mapping.

Describing
Locations

Use basic directional
language: up, down,
right, left, under and
around.

Use simple directional
language: near, far,
left, and right to
describe location of
features and routes on
a map.

Use the four-point
compass directions to
describe the location
of features and routes
on a map.

Use the eight-point
compass directions to
describe the location
of features and routes
on a map.

Use the eight-point
compass directions to
build knowledge of the
UK and wider world.

Use four-figure grid
references to locate
features on a map.

Confidently use the
eight-point compass
directions to build
knowledge of the UK and
wider world.

Use six-figure grid
references to locate
features on an OS map.

Confidently and
accurately use the
eight-point compass
directions to build
knowledge of the UK and
wider world.

Accurately use six-figure
grid references to locate
features on an OS map.

Map Skills

Draw a simple map using
imagination or knowledge
of a specific place, e.g.
playground or bedroom.

Draw basic maps and
create own symbols.

Draw a sketch map
with symbols and a
key.

Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key. Draw a variety of maps, sketches and plans
with accurate symbols, keys and scale.

Responsibility

Understand that our actions can have an impact on our environment. Understand how human action impacts our
local and global environment.

Understand that individuals can have a positive
or negative impact on their environment.

Be aware of connections between different aspects of
sustainability.

Understand specific areas where individuals (including
different leaders) can have a positive or negative
impact on their environment.

Understand how individuals’ actions can have a
positive or negative impact on people in other parts of
the world.



Overview of Enquiries

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year R Home
How is my home special?

Jungles
What is similar or different
about my home to the
jungle?

China
What is life like in China?

Seasons
How do the seasons
change?

Environment
What is our environment
like?

Water
Why do we need to look
after water?

Year 1 Geographical Skills: Navigating the School
How can we navigate around the school?

Location: The UK
What is the UK?

Location: The World
What continents and oceans are there in the world?

Year 2 Physical Geography: Climate and Weather
How does the weather change through the year?

Physical Geography: Hot and Cold
Where would you find hot and cold places in the world?

Geographical Skills: The
Local Area
What geographical
features are there in the
local area?

Place: Isle of Wight and
Zanzibar
Do the Isle of Wight and
Zanzibar have more
similarities or differences?

Year 3 Location and Place: Europe
How similar or different is Catalonia to Dorset?

Physical Geography: Mountains, Earthquakes and
Volcanoes
What happens when the Earth moves?

Responsibility: Climate Change
What is climate change?

Year 4
Location: Latitude and Longitude
What changes would you see if you travelled North,
South, East or West?

Human Geography: Migration
Why do people move around the world and where do
they go?

Human Geography: Settlement and Land Use
How is land used in different settlements?

Year 5
Location: North and South America
How similar or different are the Amazon Rainforest,
Tongass Forest and the New Forest?

Location: The UK
Is everywhere in the UK the same?

Physical Geography: Rivers
What would we see on a journey along the River Stour?

Year 6
Physical Geography: Climate Zones, Biomes and
Vegetation Belts
How is plant life different in different parts of the world?

Human Geography: Natural Resources and World
Trade
Does the world share resources effectively?

Responsibility: Planet Protectors
How can we care for our world?



Enquiry Approach

At The Priory, each of our geography units is led by a key enquiry question which leads pupils’ learning. At the end of each unit, pupils will present an answer to the enquiry
question for the unit. This could be a written response, a written or oral presentation, an information poster, a design for a commemorative plaque, a museum guide, etc.

Each lesson within that unit will be led by a further ‘stepping stone’ question which feeds into the wider focus. Within each unit, pupils will need to consider these questions and
analyse how their geographical enquiry skills can support answering them.

Within each lesson, we would expect there to feature:
● Retrieval of existing knowledge that has already been taught.
● Reference to the enquiry question for the unit and an introduction to the sub-question for the lesson.
● Key vocabulary revised, introduced and used as outlined in the subject overview.
● A well-planned input that effectively scaffolds learning for pupils, linking prior knowledge as well as eliciting what pupils already know. Where appropriate, pupils will be able

to access sources (maps, atlases, globes, digital mapping, photographs) and engage in fieldwork.
● The opportunity for pupils to apply their learning to a task. Learning is scaffolded for pupils who may need it towards the learning intention for the lesson.
● Opportunities for all pupils to extend their current understanding.



Impact: How do we know our curriculum is effective?

● High Quality Outcomes: Pupils should be articulate and knowledgeable about their learning. Work produced will be presented in Project Books.
● Assessment: Assessment will take place in line with the school’s assessment policy. Teachers should assess pupils’ understanding throughout teaching and plan subsequent

teaching and learning in response to this. Assessment will vary from teacher observation or questioning, to marked activities. At the end of each unit, pupils will produce a
documented response to the overall enquiry question which will demonstrate their learning over a period of time.

● Monitoring: Monitoring activities may include pupil interviews, informal discussion with staff, examination of planning and learning visits in order to assess the effectiveness of
the curriculum in meeting the intent.

Resources

● Geographical Resources: Resources and books to support geographical enquiry are stored either within individual classrooms or at the back of the hall.
● World Maps, Atlases and Globes: World maps, atlases and globes to support a developing understanding of geographical location are available in each classroom.
● Useful Websites: The following websites may be useful:

○ Google Earth: Satellite/map images of the world.
○ Digimap for Schools: Digital OS maps of the local area and other areas of the world. Can be printed or edited digitally.
○ BBC Teach: Videos that may provide support to explanations.
○ BBC Bitesize: Guides and videos that may provide support to explanations.
○ Geographical Association: Teaching resources and guidance.
○ World Geography Games: Games to recap locational knowledge.
○ MapFight: Allows comparison of country sizes.
○ Geograph: Images of locations connected to grid reference.
○ Worldmapper: Different presentations of world maps based on data.

● The Local Area: Hengistbury Head, High Street, the school building.
● Visits and Immersions: river study, Kew Gardens.

https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-explain-this/zfmsf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-Resources
https://world-geography-games.com/index.html
https://mapfight.xyz/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/
https://worldmapper.org/
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