
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

Our school value this half-term is community, and it has been 

lovely to see the older children being so supportive of our 

new Reception starters.  Older pupils (Class 6 particularly) 

have been waiting to meet and greet their buddies at the 

school gate, helping them at lunchtime with their trays and 

yogurt lids and have also written each one an encouraging 

welcome letter.  A sense of belonging and being part of a new 

community is so important, especially for those who are just 

starting their time at Priory School. 

 

At our beginning of year service today at Priory Church, 

Reception pupils were officially welcomed to our school 

family and were presented with a prayer book, paid for by 

the Friends of Priory School.  We are very proud of the start 

they are making. 

 

There are a number of other opportunities for peer leadership 

at Priory School and for pupils to have a voice in how things 

are run.  Pupils have elected their class representatives for our 

School Council, which has a small budget to purchase 

playtime equipment and will also take the lead on 

our Global Neighbours project.  Team Captains have 

been voted for this afternoon and we will announce 

the results next week.  Prefects, Bronze Ambassadors, 

lunchtime helpers, Play Leaders, Librarians, Head 

Pupils and our busking crew have all now been 

appointed, ready to start their duties next week.  It is 

the children’s contribution to school life which makes 

such a positive difference and makes our school such a 

special place to work and learn.     

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Ruffle      
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School Mission Statement 
 

“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 
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The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Attendance 
Attendance for the school year to date is 96.17%. (Average) 
 
Attendance Cup Winners 
 
Well done Class 2 and 3 for 100% attendance this week (Mon—Thurs). 

Celebrating Learning 
 

Learners of the Week 
Congratulations to our learners of the week: 
Arthur Burns, Olivia Down, Lucy Ferri, Ivy Byles, Lara Tizzard, Harry Foy, Jack Hurley & Lucia 
Allan               
 
Housepoints (week ending 23.09.22) 
 
 

York Salisbury Canterbury Winchester 

86 77 50 95 

Worship Value - Harvest 

 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God.” 1 John 4 v7 

 

It was lovely to see the children looking so smart for our first Priory Church service of the year.  The 

theme of our Harvest was the importance of sharing and generosity.  We read about the example of 

Zacchaeus and saw that, because he felt loved by God, he was able to change and to start loving others 

more, rather than just acting selfishly all the time.   

 

Reading this Bible story, against a backdrop of the generous food donations provided by our 

community for Christchurch foodbank, seemed to make it all that more meaningful.  Thank you for 

your harvest donations. 

 

If you are struggling at the moment, please do contact the school office (office@prioryceprimary.co.uk) 

or speak to Mr Ruffle or Mrs Fidge.  We are pleased to be referrers for Christchurch foodbank and we 

have vouchers that 

provide your first 

access point.   

 

Once registered, the 

Christchurch foodbank 

can provide 

emergency food for 

when you need it and 

as long as you need it, 

including fresh fruit 

and vegetables when 

available.  

https://faith-works.org.uk/locations-across-dorset/christchurch-food-bank-dorset/
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School Council 

 

Congratulations to the new members of our School Council, elected by their peers. 

 

Autumn term Prefects  

 

Congratulations to the new Prefects for the Autumn term, chosen by the year 6 teaching 

team. 

 

Canterbury House: 

Alfie & Evie  

Winchester House: 

Lucia & Jack  

Salisbury House: 

Piotr & Henry 

York: 

Lily & Maggie  

 

Autumn term Head Pupils 

 

Congratulations to the new Head Pupils for the 

Autumn term, chosen by the Headteacher as 

ambassadors for the school. 

 

Ava and Ollie  
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School Tours for Prospective Parents  

(for early years admission Sept 2023) 

 

Competition for pupils in East and West Christchurch schools will be challenging over the next few 

years as there is a falling birth rate in the area and more school places available than eligible pupils.  

There will be winners and losers locally, with the concern that many schools will have empty places 

and then have to deal with the negative impact on their budget.   

 

We believe that the Priory School offers something unique and special for Christchurch families, as a 

one form entry Church of England school, with a long tradition of serving the local community.  After 

our ‘Good’ Ofsted in February last year, we are keen to promote ourselves, but we know that you the 

parents are our best advocates.   

 

If you know anyone who is looking for a school place for next September 2023 (even across the river 

in Southbourne / Tuckton area), please encourage them to consider Priory School and come to one of 

our Open Days.  We feel that prospective parents need to see Priory in action, during the school day, 

so they can make an informed choice. 

 

Wednesday 28th September 2022 10 – 11:30am OPEN MORNING 

Tuesday 18th October 2022 1:30 – 2:30pm OPEN AFTERNOON 

Wednesday 16th November 2022 10 – 11:30am OPEN MORNING 

Monday 9th January 2023 10 – 11:30am OPEN MORNING 

 

Arts by the Sea 
 

Arts by the Sea is coming back to Bournemouth from the 

30th September t the 2nd October. 

 

“The weekend of the 30th September – 2nd October will see 

the centre of Bournemouth taken over by artists exploring 

and interpreting the theme of PLAY and it is an invitation for 

everyone, from 9 months old to 90, to come and PLAY.” 

 

Abbie from Arts2Educate presented to KS2 Children some of the different sculptures, 

events and performances to look out for and inspired many of them to enter the 

‘clouds competition.   

 

All our entries will be displayed  in the Bournemouth library from next week. 

 

 

https://artsbythesea.co.uk/play-christchurch/
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Beginning of year notices and reminders 

 

Jewellery and make up 

In general terms, you are advised not to allow your child to wear jewellery at school in case of loss, 

damage or injury.  Studs are permitted for those children who have pierced ears, however during P.E. 

and swimming even these will need to be removed.  Make-up, including nail varnish, is not appropriate 

in school and should not be worn.  Watches and activity trackers (e.g. fitbits) are allowed, unless they 

record images/video, but they remain the responsibility of the owner. 

 

Earring update 

Whilst it is ideal if ears are pierced at the start of the summer holidays, given six weeks to settle and are 

then ready to be removed for PE lessons as from September, this is often not achieved. Where this 

cannot happen e.g. if the ear is not yet healed, an alternative is that the earrings can be covered with 

tape by the pupil, or the parent before coming to school.  

 

It is important to ensure that the tape is doing the job intended i.e. that the amount of tape is sufficient 

to prevent the piercing causing injury from someone or some item of equipment, such as a ball.  The 

member of staff leading the PE session will assess if this is sufficient precaution 

to allow the pupil to take part, either fully or partially in the planned lesson, 

depending on the activities.  We don’t want children missing PE lessons because 

they have earrings, but we need to ensure they are safe.  Staff are not 

permitted to tape children’s ears. 

 

The Lionesses always remove their jewellery before taking to the field and this 

is always our preferred approach as it is the safest option.   

 

Attendance and green stickers 

There has been some helpful discussion with parents around our new approach to 

handing out the green stickers on a Friday.  Since September, green stickers have been 

awarded to all children who have successfully completed 5 full days of school without 

receiving a yellow or red card.   

 

From next week, children will also earn their sticker if they are absent from school for 

an authorised medical appointment or if the school receives confirmation that they 

have been genuinely too unwell to attend.  Any unauthorised absence or lates (apart from the 

occasional one-off) will mean that they have not completed 5 full days and they will not achieve the 

sticker for that week. 

 

The number of ‘greens’ needed to get one of our reward badges are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor News 

 

The school governors held their AGM last week, and elected a new Chair to 

replace the retiring Mrs Sue Solly.  We are extremely grateful to Mr Geoff Tabor 

for volunteering for this important role.  He has been chair of the Finance and 

Resources Committee for a number of years and knows the school extremely well.  

He is one of our parent governors (Flossie).  Mr Dominic Jones, a foundation 

governor (and dad to Reese, Olivia and Finlay) is the Vice-Chair. 

 

For more information on our governing body and the invaluable work that they 

do, please visit the school website.   

https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/governors/
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Upcoming Diary Dates (next week) 

 

The message hub for all year groups is now Google Classroom.  As well as sharing home learning 

instructions, teachers will post photos and updates about what the class has been learning.  You can 

still catch up on the ‘Meet the teacher’ sessions which have been uploaded and the Little Wandle 

phonics workshop. 

 

 Monday 26th September 9am FPS Coffee morning for Reception  

parents 

Find out about the work of FPS, meet 

new parents and join the fun. 

Wednesday 28th September 10 - 11:30am 

 

3:30 - 5:15pm 

Open morning for prospective parents 

 

Y5&6 Girl’s development football  

tournament at TPS 

 

Friday 30th September All day 

 

9 - 10am 

Year 3 Winchester Science trip 

 

Volunteer induction workshop for  

parents 

This face to face training session with 

Mrs Fidge is required for all parents/

carers who are keen (and able) to  

volunteer some time to help children 

who find an aspect of learning difficult 

and just need that little bit of extra 

adult help, especially in early reading. 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

 

Thanks for supporting our extra-curricular offer this year, as many of the clubs are 

full.  Unfortunately the uptake for the Arts2Educate arts and craft club was not 

sufficient to make it viable, so this offer has been withdrawn and will not take 

place. 

 

A reminder that our extra-curricular timetable can be viewed here. 

Pre-loved uniform ‘pop-up’ sale—Friday 7th October 

 

FPS are running a pop-up uniform stand on Friday 7th October.  You can buy or donate items of 

Priory School uniform. 

 

Hopefully, our new Friday busking team lead by Sia in Year 5 will also be ready for their first 

performance and will be fundraising for the school. 

https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/extra-curricular/


 
                                                          Page 7 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Upcoming Diary Dates (Autumn 1) 

 

Our provisional whole year calendar and term dates are available to view on the school website. 

 

We hope to give an indication of the planned sports competitions and festivals in the next newsletter. 

 

 
Mon 3rd Oct Various times 

throughout the 

day/week 

Remembrance 2022: Alive with poppies poetry 

sessions with the National Literacy Trust (KS2) 

Wed 5th Oct All day Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 

Thurs 6th Oct 6:30pm Friends of Priory School AGM 

Electing the new team and setting the events and 

dates for 2022-23 

Fri 7th Oct 3pm Pop-up 2nd hand uniform sale and ‘Big Priory 

Busk’ 

Mon 17th Oct 3.30 - 7pm Parent Consultation Evening 

This will be online using schoolcloud.  Details to 

be confirmed. 

Tues 18th Oct 1.30 - 2.30pm Open Afternoon for prospective parents 

Tues 18th Oct 3.30 - 6.30pm Parent Consultation Evening 

This will be online using schoolcloud.  Details to 

be confirmed. 

Wed 19th Oct All day 

 

 

Morning 

Y4 Hindu Temple visit, Southampton 

Details to be confirmed 

 

Y2 Bournemouth Aviation Museum trip 

Details to be confirmed 

Thurs 20th Oct 3:15pm End of Autumn 1 

School closes for October half-term 

Fri 21st Oct All day INSET - school closed 

 

Monday 24th Oct to Friday 

28th Oct 

 Half-term holiday 

Monday 31st October 8:35am Start of Autumn 2 

All children back to school 

https://prioryschool.dorset.sch.uk/term-dates/

