
HEADTEACHER ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
I have shared with our parents and carers today the 

news that I will be leaving The Priory Church of 

England Primary School at the end of the summer term, 

to take up the position of Headteacher at Moordown 

St John’s Primary School in Bournemouth.   

 

The Priory School will always have a special place in 

my heart and it has been a complete honour to serve as 

the Headteacher here.  It is such a privilege to lead a 

community where all parties (governors, staff, children and parents) work together with 

a shared vision. 

 

Through the hard work and professionalism of our dedicated staff and governor team, 

the school has flourished and moved from Requiring Improvement to Good. I have tried 

to show the impact that inspirational collective worship can have on creating a learning-

centred, values driven culture. I am proud of our new Ofsted grading, but I find more 

personal satisfaction in our parent view report where 98% of parents recommended the 

school and in the learning behaviours and kindness now displayed by our pupils. 

 

These changes are not happening imminently, so there is time to put a strong transition 

plan together.  Everyone in school remains completely focused and committed to 

ensuring every child receives an excellent education.  

 

Our governing body, with Diocese support, will oversee the recruitment of a new 

Headteacher and our Chair of Governors, Geoff Tabor has also written to our parent 

body.  Although I am extremely sad to leave Priory School, I am confident that the 

school will be able to appoint an excellent successor. I believe that during my time as 

Headteacher I have laid secure foundations and that the school can go from strength to 

strength.  

 

Finally, I want to thank everyone who has connections with the school (ex-FPS 

colleagues, friends at Priory Church and local businesses and so many more) for your 

support over the last 5 years.  My focus remains unchanged for the rest of the school 

year - I will strive to further improve our school and serve the children here.   

 

Mr Ruffle      
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“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 
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Chair of Governor Response to Mr Ruffle’s announcement 

 

Hello everyone, I‘m the Chair of Governors of the Priory School and felt it important to reach 

out to you, following Mr Ruffle‘s announcement.  I can appreciate that the announcement may 

cause some dismay!  I have been a parent at the Priory School for eight years and a Governor 

for five years and I remember the days before Mr Ruffle joined, and the remarkable 

transformation since. 

 

Mr Ruffle has led the team through a tumultuous time over five year and leaves the school in a 

strong and stable position.  It should also be noted, that Mr Ruffle is only ever going to be as 

good as the team he leads, and has been supported by a fabulous team around him, and 

enormous credit must go to them also! 

 

With every challenge comes opportunity, and whilst we will all feel loss, we will welcome a 

new leader in September, who can take the school to a new level by building on the strong 

foundations Mr Ruffle has laid: 

 We have a refreshed curriculum, sequenced from Year R through to Year 6, which will 

importantly, enable children to learn how to reflect and become resilient, whilst 

connecting their learning across their years at the Priory School. 

 We have an outstanding teacher and staff group. They are so committed to every child’s 

education and well-being, and we must recognise this and thank them. 

 We have the best pupils! I only ever hear great feedback about the behaviour and respect 

that our children exhibit. 

 

So our current focus is: 

1. Maintain our ambition – keeping true to our mission and what we all believe a school 

should focus on – inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve. 

2. Search for a new Headteacher. We will advertise shortly, welcome applications, and then 

the governors and Senior Leadership Team will work to assess candidates. Much to do in 

this space, but we know there are some fabulous candidates out there! 

3. Celebrate the contribution of Mr Ruffle. He has given his all for the Priory School for the 

last five years. 

 

We will wish Mr Ruffle every success at Moordown St Johns, and we are certain that he’ll be as 

great for them as he has been for the Priory School, although there is still plenty of time to go - 

in which Mr Ruffle can continue to lead and support our School and our children. 

 

Best regards  

Geoff Tabor 

Chair of Priory School Governors 
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Worship Value: Lent 

 

Lamentations 3 v22-23 “The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.  

 

Due to a challenging week, we had to postpone the pancake 

racing until Friday - but we got special dispensation from Father 

Charles! 

 

Father Charles reminded the school that Ash Wednesday marks the 

start of Lent.   Also known as the Day of Ashes from the burnt 

palm Sunday crosses, Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance and 

hope.  It is a time when Christians confess their sins and profess their devotion to God. During this 

period, Christians remember that giving up treats doesn’t bring us closer to God.  Instead it’s 

remembering that Jesus has already shown us how much he loves us by dying on a cross to forgive all 

the bad things we have done. 

 

For the next forty days some of the children are trying to live for God in a special way by giving up 

chocolate or trying to do one kind act every day. 

Children’s mental health week 

 

Here’s just a sample of the brilliant range of activities which the 

children enjoyed during our mental health focus week.  Thanks 

to everyone who supported Friday’s ‘Dress to Express’ raising 

much needed funds for the ‘Place to be’ charity. 

 

1. Dolphins’ hula hoop connection game 

2. Year 1 & 2 Stormbreak 

activities 

3. Year 3 paper chain 

connection game 

4. Year 4,5 and 6 emotional 

mapping & invisible string 

exercise. 
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School Nursing Team UPDATE 

Parentline, Chatline and social 

media support 

 

ParentLine 5-19 Launched in November 2022 and is 

aimed at parents and carers of children and young people aged 5-19 to seek advice and support for 

their child from a member of the School Nursing team via text message. The School Nursing team can 

help parents with healthy eating, weight management, day/night time wetting, toileting, sleep, hearing, 

behaviour, emotional health and wellbeing and more. 

 

Parents that have already used ParentLine 5-19 have fed back that they have found it a convenient and 

easy way to gain information, advice and signposting to further support without needing to wait for an 

appointment. 

 

ParentLine 5-19 runs from Monday to Friday 9am-4pm during Term times (excluding Weekends, Bank 

holidays and School Holidays). Parents can text their query to 07312 263131 and will receive an 

immediate bounce-back message to let them know their message has been received. We aim to 

respond within 24 working hours. More information on ParentLine 5-19 can be found on the 

School Nursing Web page www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/school-nursing/parentline 

  

ChatHealth.  Young people aged 11-19 can also seek advice for themselves from a School Nurse via our 

ChatHealth text messaging service by texting their query to 07480635511. ChatHealth runs Monday to 

Friday 08:30-4:30 (Excluding Weekends and Bank Holidays).  Young people will receive an immediate 

bounce-back message to let them know their message has been received by the School Nurse. We aim 

to respond within 24 working hours. 

More information on ChatHealth can be found on the School Nursing Web 

page www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/school-nursing/chathealth 

  

Social Media. School Nursing team now also have Social Media pages aimed at providing health and 

wellbeing information and signposting for young people and their parents/carers as well as providing 

updates about what to expect from the School Nursing Team and how to access further advice and 

support. 

 

Find us on Facebook – Dorset HealthCare School Nursing Team www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100089483889236 

 

Find us on Instagram – dorsethealthcare_schoolnursing www.instagram.com/

dorsethealthcare_schoolnursing/   

Celebrating Learning 

 

Learners of the Week & Kindness Cup winners 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 24th February attendance data 

The winning class for last week was Dolphins with a super 97.6%. 

 

Spring 1 winners of the House Cup Trophy—YORK 

 

Congratulations to York house, who once again won the half-term trophy.  The team captains have 

chosen to create indoor and outdoor obstacle course, using all the PE apparatus in the hall.  I’m just 

glad there’s no hot chocolate involved this time...All York house need to wear their PE kit on Friday 

10th March. 

York Salisbury Canterbury Winchester 
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Learner Centred Consultation Evenings 

13/14th March 

We are pleased to confirm that our face to face Parents' Evening will take 

place on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th March.  

 

This is an opportunity to look through your child’s work and then to talk 

to the class teacher.  Consultations will take place in your child’s 

classroom—however you will be collected from the school hall (or 

library area for Dolphins).  Consultations will be strictly kept to 8 

minutes, signalled by a message over our walkie talkie system.  We 

would ask you to respect this so we can keep to time.  If a longer discussion is needed, a meeting can 

be arranged for another time. 

 

Children are encouraged to attend and all children will be awarded a learning hero certificate to be 

collected from Mrs Fidge or myself.  They will have to explain why they were chosen for this particular 

award. 

  

We are continuing to use SchoolCloud which is an easy-to-use online appointment booking system. It 

allows you to choose your own appointment times with teachers and you will receive an email 

confirming your appointment(s). 

  

Appointment  booking opening and login details will be advised in a separate letter to parents next 

week. 

Spring Gala Concert 

Wednesday 29th March 

 

We are pleased to announce that plans for our Spring 

Musical Gala on Wednesday 29th March are underway.  This 

year’s Gala is a particularly important and special event as we 

are dedicating it to the amazing Mrs Sibbald, who is sadly retiring after over 30 years of hard work and 

dedication to the school. Let’s make it the best Gala yet! 

 

Auditions will take place on Monday 27th February for any child in KS1 and KS2  (not Dolphins) who 

would like to take part and has prepared a musical act. As this is a musical Gala, there will be a 

particular focus on musical acts, including singing and the playing of musical instruments.  

 

Children who attend Mr Earl’s choir and Mr Morrow’s ukulele groups will also be performing pieces 

that they have been learning.  Successful acts will be informed via email following the auditions. If we 

are inundated with requests, we will prioritise older children and performers will be limited to one act 

(not including ukulele or choir groups). 

 

Miss Etheridge  

Music Leader 
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The Great Science Exhibition 

Friday 24th February  

Thank you for your support with our Home Learning project exhibition this Spring.  We once again 

held a Science fair, with the theme this year of sustainability and the environment.  There were some 

truly amazing projects and so many of the children have worked so hard.  There was a brilliant 

atmosphere this afternoon with children sharing their knowledge with all our visitors.  The school was 

packed. 

Special Plea - Mrs Sibbald Memory Book 

 

As you will be aware, at the end of this Spring term, we bid a fond farewell to Mrs Sibbald after more 

than 35 years at the Priory School.  

 

As a leaving gift, we are compiling a memory book to be presented to her on her last day.   To make 

this super special, we would love to include as many photos, articles, memories, messages etc from the 

whole school community as we can!  If you would like to be included, please send/hand to the School 

Office either: 

 Any photos/newspaper articles you may have featuring Mrs Sibbald, or.. 

 

 A typed or hand-written message from yourself/your child(ren)/family, along with a photo to go 

alongside it (maybe of you/your child with Mrs Sibbald, or your child's first/last day at the 

school). Messages could include best wishes for the future, a thank you or a special memory you 

have of Mrs Sibbald. Or… 

 

 A drawing no bigger than A4. 

 

If you only have physical copies of photos, or wish to submit in a hand-written note or drawing, we 

can scan these in at the office for you.  Please note that by providing any photos or messages, you will 

automatically be consenting for these to be included in the memory book.  

Please ensure we receive any of the above as soon as possible, and no later than Monday 13th 

March. They can be sent to office@prioryceprimary.co.uk for the attention of H.Broom or handed in 

at the School Office. Finally, please do share this plea far and wide as Mrs Sibbald has worked her 

wonders here for many, many years!  

Thank you in advance for your help! 
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World Book Day Plans 

 

Miss Field is working hard planning for World Book 

Day next Thursday.  This year our intention is to 

promote the love of reading, encourage a special focus 

on reading for one whole week and raise funds for 

some new library books, through Usborne books and 

our local Independent partner, Kelly Rice (also a parent 

to Tobias in Dolphins) and her pop up bookshop 

Books of Wonder.   

 

Thursday 2nd March  

Children are encouraged to come in pyjamas 

(appropriate for a day in school) or comfy clothes and bring their favourite bedtime reading.   

 

On WBD, we are also going to launch ‘Ready, Steady, Read’.  All children will be invited to take part 

in a sponsored read/listen. See below. 

 

Friday 3rd March  

Books of Wonder will be holding a special reading fair throughout the day with different year groups, 

showing the children some of the new books which are available and sharing stories with them.  The 

WBD tokens can be redeemed against any book of £2.99 or more.  There are certain free books 

available in some other retailers.   

 

If you would like to purchase a book & redeem your child’s WBD voucher through ‘Books of Wonder’, 

then please contact Kelly directly.  Any spends through ‘Books of Wonder’ will be added to the 

sponsorship total, increasing the number of free Usborne books the school will receive. 

Kellysbooksofwonder@gmail.com 

 

Website: 

https://usborne.com/gb/partner/kellys_books_of_wonder/ 

Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/kellysbooksofwonder/ 

WhatsApp - 07368 553194 

 

Launch of ‘Ready, Steady, Read’ with Usborne Books 

This is a sponsored read between the 2nd and 9th March 2023. 

 

The project is being organised in conjunction with our local Usborne Partner, 

Kelly Rice (Books of Wonder).  All the money raised will go towards brand new books for our school. 

In addition to the sponsorship money, Usborne will also donate up to 60% of the total raised in 

EXTRA FREE BOOKS to the school. So, for every £600 raised, we will get an extra £360 in FREE 

Usborne books! 

 

Please help us to enhance our reading resources for pupils by encouraging your child to spend a 

small amount of time each day either reading to themselves, to others, or being read to. They can 

read books, comics, magazines, newspapers, menus, websites, recipes, poems, leaflets, instructions 

 - anything with words! 

 

If you are able to support our sponsored read, a sponsorship form and reading log will be sent out on 

World Book Day. Sponsorship money is to be handed in to the teacher by 17th March 2023. This can 

be by cash or cheque made payable to ‘Mrs K Rice’. 

https://usborne.com/gb/books 

partnerCode=117891647dedd0fc47d164808222f820&amp;utm_campaig 

n=kellys_books_of_wonder&amp;utm_source=partner-store&amp;utm_medium=link-share f 
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Year 2 

KS1 Expectations - parent information 

workshop 

Monday 27th February 3:30 - 4:15pm 
 

Miss Webber and Mr Ruffle are holding a parent information workshop 

around some of the expectations at the end of KS1 on Monday.  This is 

primarily for Year 2 parents so there is a shared understanding of what the 

national assessment criteria is for English and Maths. 

 

Children’s progress is not linear and we all develop at different rates.  This 

is especially true after a global pandemic which impacted children so significantly.  The purpose of the meeting is  

not to put pressure on anyone, but to simply explain how different teacher judgements are reached at the end 

of KS1 and what they mean.  It will also explain the school’s approach to SATs tests and how we prepare young 

children for them. 

 

Nationally last year, around 54% of Y2 children reached age-related expectations across Reading, Writing and 

Maths so you can see these are currently aspirational standards. 

 

Come and find out more on Monday.  Questions are encouraged!  Children are welcome to attend, but they 

will be the responsibility of parents and not school staff. 

Y5 & 6 

Netball Tournament 
 

Our netball team came across stiff opposition in the local tournament 

this year, but tried hard in all their games.   

 

It didn't help that our coach’s car didn’t start (poor Miss Webber) and 

Mrs Miller had to step in at the last minute!  It’s a good excuse and 

we’ll take it. 

Fully funded training 

Reducing Parent Conflict online courses 

 

Times are hard for families but there is strong evidence to indicate 

that conflict between parents (whether still together or separated) 

can have a significant negative impact on children’s mental health 

and long-term life chances, even when it is below the threshold of 

‘domestic abuse’.  

 

Of course not all conflict is damaging and arguments are a part of life, but where conflict is frequent, 

intense and poorly resolved, the indicators suggest it can harm children’s outcomes.  That facts are 

quite stark. 

 

BCP Council have invested in an online training resource for parents through OneplusOne.  This can be 

done independently or through a facilitated course with our school navigator.  I have completed the 

‘How to argue better’ course and it was very useful and didn’t feel patronising at all. 

 

To access the courses for free, please use the link below.  You will need to register an account (for 

free). 

 

https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/parents 

Please select your council BCP from the Southern England map.  
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The teacher pancake race 
 

It was a draw... 
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Upcoming diary dates for Spring term 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time Event 

Monday 27th Feb All day 

 

 

3:30 - 4:15pm 

Spring Musical Gala Audition Day 

Signed up acts only—Miss Etheridge 

 

Year 2 expectations parent workshop 

Mr Ruffle & Miss Webber 

 

Thursday 2nd March All day NEU industrial action - all classes OPEN 

 

World Book Day 

Pyjamas, comfy clothes, bedtime reading book 

 

Launch of ‘Ready, Steady Read’ sponsored read 

 

Friday 3rd March All day 

 

7:30pm 

‘Book of Wonder’ stall in school 

 

FPS Quiz 

Monday 6th March 3:15 - 4:15pm New Gala after school club 

Invitation only—Miss Etheridge 

Friday 10th March 1:30—2:30pm York House Treat—obstacle course 

York team to wear PE kit 

Monday 13th March 3:30—7pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Tuesday 14th March 3:30 - 6:30pm Parent Consultation Evening 

Friday 17th March 2:45pm tbc Y4/5 Singing Schools performance 

Parents invited to see the outcomes of the new 

singing schools programme 

Wednesday 29th March Afternoon 

 

 

evening 

Mrs Sibbald’s afternoon tea and tributes 

By invitation only 

 

Spring gala and farewell to Mrs Sibbald 

Friday 31st March 9:45am 

 

11am 

 

3:15pm 

Easter service at Priory Church tbc 

 

Easter bonnet parade (EYFS and KS1) 

 

School closes for Easter 

Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th 

April 

Easter holiday School closed for Easter 
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Upcoming diary dates for Summer term 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time Event 

Monday 17th April 8:35am School reopens for summer 1 

Monday 1st May Bank Holiday School closed 

Monday 8th May Bank Holiday Coronation of King Charles 111 

School closed 

Tuesday 9th May—Friday 12th 

May  

All week Year 6 Statutory Assessment Week (SATs) 

Friday 19th May Afternoon Year 6 cycle and beach trip 

Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd 

June 

Half-term School closed for half-term 

Monday 5th June INSET School closed 

Tuesday 6th June 8:35am School reopens for summer 2 

Tuesday 13th—16th June All week Year 6 residential with Land & Wave 

Wednesday 14th June pm KS1 Sports Day (Dolphins, 1 and 2) 

Friday 7th July Pm KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 21st July 9:45am 

 

1:15pm 

Leaver’s Service 

 

School closes for the summer holiday 

Friday 1st September  INSET DAY—School closed 

Monday 4th September  INSET DAY—School closed 

Tuesday 5th September 8:35am Start of Autumn term 


