
HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

It was lovely to see everyone at the parent consultations last week and to 

hear the positive feedback about how hard the children are working and 

the progress they are making.  The children are at the centre of all that we 

do, so to have them attend the meetings and see the partnership between 

school and home is really valuable.  It can make such a difference to their 

attitude to school and motivation to improve. 

 

I was encouraged to hear about the level of honesty in many of these 

conversations.  I think since the pandemic, many parents have been 

reluctant to ‘bother’ the teachers at the end of the day.  It is much better 

to approach the school early with any worries you have, so please feel you 

can do that by: 

  - waiting until all the children have been collected and then speaking to the teacher at the 

end of the day 

  - emailing the school office for the teacher to contact you (office@prioryceprimary.co.uk) 

  - asking a member of senior team on the gate for a member of staff to call you back later. 

 

Please bear in mind that staff have many after school commitments, such as meetings with other 

teachers, leading clubs or following up actions from the day, therefore it may not always be possible to 

get back to you until the following day.   

  
Mr Ruffle      
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Tel: 01202 484105 

School Mission Statement 
 

“Inspiring a generation to learn, flourish and achieve in a caring, Christian community” 

Worship Value: Forgiveness 

 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. “ Ephesians 4 v32 

 

In worship this week, we learned about the cost of forgiveness.  Father Charles 

sensitively told the story of the Enniskillen Remembrance Day terrorist attack, which 

fatally injured Gordon Wilson’s daughter Marie. In an emotional television interview only hours after 

the bombing, Wilson shared his words of forgiveness.  "I bear no ill will. I bear no grudge" were 

reported worldwide, becoming among the most-remembered quotations from the Troubles.   

 

If Gordon Wilson could find the power to forgive something so terrible, then we should be able to find 

ways to forgive our friends when they hurt and upset us.  
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Staff news update 

 

Miss Burgess 

We are pleased to welcome Miss Burgess to the Priory team for the 

summer term.  Miss Burgess is an experienced Teaching Assistant, 

working for 2 years in a local primary school, in both Year R and Year 

1. During this time, she provided 1:1 support to a child presenting with 

autism and provided physio exercises for a child with a physical 

disability.  She is currently working as a Residential Childcare 

Worker where she provides around the clock care for two children.  

Miss Burgess will primarily work in Dolphins, picking up some of the 

duties previously done by Mrs Burge. 

 

Mr Hall 

For the observant amongst you, you may have spotted that we are 

advertising for a new teacher, required for September 2023.  Mr Hall 

will be relocating to a different part of the country to follow his heart 

at the end of the summer term.  He has handed in his resignation 

early to enable the school to recruit a fantastic replacement. 

 

Mr Hall has brought bags of energy and enthusiasm to Priory School 

in the 2 years he has been here and he is a very popular class teacher.  

I know he has loved starting his teaching career at Priory.  He will be sorely missed and I 

wish him well in the future.   

 

Ms Russell 

Ms Russell officially takes over from Mrs Sibbald as Priory School’s 

SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) on Monday 17th 

April.  Since September, Ms Russell has been studying for the National 

Award for SEN Coordination with the University of Exeter.   

 

Ms Russell is a very experienced class teacher, with a particular 

expertise in infants.  Her role from April will be divided between 

dedicated SENCO time (2 days) and cover teaching (3 days). 

 

Ms Russell will build on Mrs Sibbald’s legacy and handover time has been given to 

prepare for this transition.   There will no doubt be a period of adjustment as Ms Russell 

gets to know families and BCP’s systems.  We are holding a SEND coffee morning on 

Friday 21st April (with Ms Russell and Mrs Sibbald) 9 – 10am, school hall.  Everyone is 

invited to meet the new team and contribute to our vision for SEND going forward. 
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Designated safeguarding leads update 

Our whole community play a part in keeping our children safe. 

 

If you have a concern about a child, particularly if you think s/he may be suffering or at risk of suffering 

harm, it is your responsibility to share the information promptly with one of the school’s Designated 

Safeguarding Leads (DSL) or directly with BCP first response team (01202 123334).  You can also visit 

the BCP Children’s first response team website. 

 

Following the retirement of Mrs Sibbald, the school’s safeguarding leads have changed for the summer 

term. 

 

Paul Ruffle 

HEADTEACHER 

Lead DSL 

Online Safety Champion 

Operation Encompass key 

adult (domestic abuse) 

Health and Safety 

Mel Fidge 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

Deputy DSL  

Anti-bullying Champion  

Attendance Lead 

 Pupil Premium Champion 

Pastoral Support 

Designated adult for Looked Af-

ter Pupils 

Sarah Russell 

SENCO 

Deputy DSL  (in training) 

Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator 

 

 

  

NSPCC Let’s talk about Pants! 

 

We held our annual NSPCC ‘pants’ assembly this week for Y1—Y6.  Talking 

PANTS is a simple way to help keep children safe from abuse.  It teaches 

children that their body belongs to them and that they have a right to say no. 

 

And it teaches children that they should tell a trusted adult if they are upset or 

worried about anything. There is an easy way to remember the rules.  Just 

remember the word PANTS.  Each letter in the word PANTS gives you one of 

the rules. 

 

• Privates are private 

• Always remember your body belongs to you 

• No means no 

• Talk about secrets that upset you 

• Speak up, someone can help 

https://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/childreneducation/ChildrensSocialCare/first-response-hub/are-you-worried-about-a-child-or-young-person.aspx
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Celebrating Learning 

 

Learners of the Week  

Well done to all the learners of the week.  I’m 

afraid we missed the photo op 

today. 

 

Sorry. 

 

Well done to Alfie and Harriet 

who were our kindness cup 

winners. 

 
24th March attendance data 

The winning class for last week was Dolphins again with a super 97.6%. 

 

The whole school attendance for the year to date is 94% (our target is 96%).  We were shown some 

encouraging comparisons this week, showing we are in line with the national picture.  Hopefully, with 

the better Spring weather, we can see these rates continue to improve.  It is only a few years ago when 

it would be incredibly rare for a child to miss 10% of lessons (the equivalent of a morning every 

week). 

York Salisbury Canterbury Winchester 

323 267 272 294 

Healthy Eating Experiment 

(Y3) 

 

As part of their 

learning about 

healthy eating, Year 

3 enjoyed seeing 

just how much fun 

eating new foods 

can be.   

 

Prepared by our 

own chef, Mr Hall, 

children tasted a 

variety of 

vegetables and 

fruit.  I think the 

steamed sprouts 

turned out to be a favourite in the end! 

 

 

 

Y4 & 5 Singing Schools Presentation 

to Parents 

 

Y4 & 5 loved taking part 

in the Priory Church 

Singing School’s project 

last Friday. 

 

Many parents supported 

the final ‘showpiece’ and 

we were all impressed 

with how much the 

children had learnt in such 

a short space of time. 
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Wellbeing Workshop—22nd March 

 

A brilliant first!  

Our first ever wellbeing 

workshop was a real success with 

parents learning about the Priory 

commitment to providing a 

universal offer to support pupils’ 

mental health.  

 

Big thanks to Miss Webber for her brilliant, active Stormbreak presentation and to Cindy for sharing 

the Relax Kids programme in such a thoughtful and practical way.   We hope this will be the first of 

many more and know that many of you would be keen for another session soon.   Mrs Fidge 

Drugs, alcohol and tobacco learning 

Part of the ‘Relationships, sex and health education’ curriculum  

 

We carried out our annual safeguarding audit over 2 days last week, with our safeguarding governor 

Mr Dominic Jones.  One of the areas we investigated this year was the school’s curriculum on ‘drugs, 

alcohol and tobacco’.  The statutory guidance in the new RSHE curriculum, which was introduced in 

2020, states that primary schools must help children to ‘know the facts about legal and illegal harmful 

substances and associated risks, including smoking, alcohol use and drug-taking’. 

 

We checked our curriculum content (the Jigsaw scheme), to ensure that we are covering this in an age-

appropriate way (mostly upper KS2).  As well as teaching pupils about the age restrictions on many of 

these substances, our curriculum also includes: 

 

Teaching pupils that there are different types of drugs: 

● medicines (prescribed by a doctor and ‘over the counter’, e.g. paracetamol)  

● legal drugs that are not medicines (e.g. alcohol, tobacco and caffeine) 

● illegal drugs (it is a crime to possess, buy or sell illegal drugs)  

 

Teaching pupils about the harmful effects of smoking, passive smoking and vaping: 

● e-cigarette liquid/vapour still contain low levels of potentially harmful chemicals  

● the long-term health risks of vaping (e.g. to heart, lungs and blood vessels) are not yet known 

● most e-cigarettes contain addictive nicotine 

 

Introduce pupils to the risks of drinking alcohol as adults: 

● when adults drink more than the recommended NHS limits the risks increase  

During these topics, links are also made to peer pressure, being safe, healthy eating and respectful 

relationships.  

 

A recommendation from our audit is that we advise parents of the following websites: 

• Honest information about drugs | (talktofrank.com)  

 

•  Support for young people in BCP with alcohol and drug misuse With You (wearewithyou.org.uk)  

https://www.talktofrank.com/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/services/bournemouth-for-young-people/
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Global Neighbours Work 

Supporting local charity - FAMadagascar 

 

On Friday we were all inspired by a special assembly led by 

John and Cath Butlin (Erica Butlin in Dolphins), who are 

founders of the charity FAMadagascar.  FAMadagascar is the 

Malagasy arm of a wider global charity called 

Faminternational which aims to both protect and advocate 

for families throughout the world and particularly, a child’s 

right to be part of a loving family.  Mrs Sibbald has chosen to 

support this charity during our Spring Gala and retirement 

celebrations. 

 

The children were shown some pictures of animals that are in the film Madagascar and the concept of 

poverty from a global perspective was gently introduced.  The children were challenged to think about 

how they could live on 2 dollars a day (the definition of global poverty).   

  

FAMadagascar helps families with children who are living below this poverty line.  The above picture is 

taken at the community school the charity supports.   

 

If you would like to find out more, pray or support financially, please email  

contact@FAMadagascar.org  

Y5 & 6 Football tournament 

 

Priory School had 2 teams at the Christchurch boys’ 

football tournament this week. 

 

We met stiff opposition this year, with Priory A 

beating Priory B in one of the play off games. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready Steady 

Read 

Sponsorship 

monies now 

due 

 

We’ve extended the 

deadline to Monday 

27th March.  Please 

bring in any money in a sealed envelope and 

hand to the school office team or your class 

teacher. 

 

All monies raised will go to buy new 

Usborne reading books for our library, with 

a particular focus on non-fiction books. 

 

Measuring dinosaur prints in Dolphins 

 

Dolphins have had an exciting time recently... the giant egg that they found 

hatched! They then discovered the classroom in a mess with muddy 

footprints everywhere!  We think that whatever was inside the egg must 

have been a dinosaur because the footprints matched those of a T-rex!  

 

The children decided to measure the footprint by counting how many shoes 

could fit inside one - they counted 36!   
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Priory Bake Off Competition - Friday 31st March 

Supported by Flavours Cookery School 

Run by our Head Pupils 

 

On Friday 31st March we will be holding a cake competition and bake sale.  

 

Children are invited to bake cakes at home and enter one of our 4 different 

categories:  

 - Brownies or tray bakes 

 - Vegan or gluten-free  

 - Cookies & biscuits 

 - Cupcakes 

 

Entry rules 

1. We would appreciate it if your child could write a list of ingredients for the baked goods,  

2. We need the cakes to be cut into separate portions, ready for sale, before bringing them into 

school.  

3. Please can we have NO nuts in your cakes due to severe allergies in school.  

4. Baking carried out under adult supervision 

 

Prizes and Judging 

There will be a prize for each category and an overall ‘BEST IN SHOW’. 

Liz Haggar, Lead Chef, at Flavours school of cookery will be head judge.  I’m sure she will be ably 

supported by many keen members of staff! 

 

Flavours Cookery School 

Bournemouth’s favourite cookery school helps bring out your inner chef, so all cooks become great 

cooks at Flavours!  Classes are available to everyone from kids to adults, with daytime and evening 

options.  Please visit https://flavoursschoolofcookery.co.uk/ to find out more. 

 

The Cake Sale 

Cakes will go on sale from 3pm at afternoon pick-up, in KS1 

playground. 

Money raised from the cake sale will be going to the Head Pupils’ 

chosen charity (The RSPCA). 

 

Finley Jones and Emily Rough  

(Head Pupils for Spring) 

 

Spring Gala Acts 

 

Miss Etheridge has contacted all the successful acts following the auditions earlier 

this term. 

 

In addition, Mr Morrow’s ukuleles and the school choir are also performing. 
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Social Media—age restrictions 

 

I spoke to a parent recently who was surprised by the age restrictions on many popular social media 

apps.  The age requirements are there because of data protection laws. Online services are not allowed 

to collect or store children's personal information if they are under the age of 13. Data protection laws 

also say that only children aged 13 and over can sign up to online services without parental permission. 

 

There are many benefits to social networking for young people, but there are valid reasons why young 

children should not use social media apps.  The issues we see in school tend to be around 

communicating with people that 

they do not know, sending 

inappropriate content (it can be 

hard to justify that a mean 

comment or post was only 

meant as a joke) and developing 

an unhealthy focus on likes or 

body image. 

 

If your child already has their 

own phone, I would encourage 

all parents to get to know the 

age ratings of the apps they are 

using. 

 



 
                                                          Page 9 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  



 
                                                          Page 10 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  



 
                                                          Page 11 

The Priory Church of England Primary School  

Full details of our final week of Spring term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time Event 

Tuesday 28th 

March 

1:45 - 3pm Gala dress rehearsal (ticketed event) 

Doors open at 1:35pm 

Please note that this is very much a dress rehearsal, but it is 

an ideal opportunity for grandparents to attend.  

No refreshments will be available.   

 

Wednesday 29th 

March 

1:45 - 3pm 

 

 

 

5:30 - 7pm 

Mrs Sibbald’s afternoon tea and tributes (By invitation only) 

Doors open at 1:45pm 

Entertainment from 2pm 

 

Spring gala and farewell to Mrs Sibbald 

Doors open (and performers to return to school) for 5:15pm 

 

Friday 31st March 9:45am 

 

 

11am 

 

 

 

1:30 - 3pm 

 

 

3:15pm 

Easter service at Priory Church  

All children to wear full school uniform  

 

Easter bonnet parade (EYFS and KS1) 

This will take place on KS2 playground, weather permitting.  

The side gate will open at 10:50am. 

 

Priory Bake Off Judging and Prize giving 

Cakes will be on sale from 3pm on KS1 playground 

 

School closes for Easter 

Monday 3rd April 

to Friday 14th 

April 

Easter holiday School closed for Easter 
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Upcoming diary dates for Summer 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time Event 

Monday 17th April 8:35am School reopens for summer 1 

 

Chance to Shine cricket programme starts 

Friday 21st April 9—10am SEND Coffee morning 

Come and meet Ms Russell and contribute to our 

new vision for supporting pupils with SEND 

Thursday 27th April 9:30am—2pm Y5&6 rescheduled Tag Rugby festival 

Monday 1st May Bank Holiday School closed 

Tuesday 2nd May am Y5 Bikeability programme starts 

Friday 5th May All day Coronation celebrations in school 

Maypole dance by Y3 

Monday 8th May Bank Holiday Coronation of King Charles III 

School closed 

 

Tuesday 9th May—Friday 12th 

May  

All week Year 6 Statutory Assessment Week (SATs) 

Friday 19th May Afternoon Year 6 cycle and beach trip 

Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd 

June 

Half-term School closed for half-term 
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Upcoming diary dates for Summer 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Time Event 

Monday 5th June INSET School closed 

Tuesday 6th June 8:35am School reopens for summer 2 

Tuesday 13th—16th June All week Year 6 residential with Land & Wave 

Wednesday 14th June pm KS1 Sports Day (Dolphins, 1 and 2) 

Friday 7th July pm KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 21st July 9:45am 

 

1:15pm 

Leaver’s Service 

 

School closes for the summer holiday 

Friday 1st September  INSET DAY—School closed 

Monday 4th September  INSET DAY—School closed 

Tuesday 5th September 8:35am Start of Autumn term 


